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As Moretown’s Irene victims 
rebuild, many fear the devil 
is in FEMA’s details 


BY KEN PICARD 
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Sampling a "molecular potluck' 


Hospitals deal with drug shortages 



COME CELEBRATE THE GRAND OPENING 
OF THE SOUND PROOF EXHIBIT 



LIVE MUSIC 

FUNKWAGON 
DIRTY BLONDES 
CHAMPAGNE DYNASTY 
LENDWAY 


OUTDOOR BEER GARDEN 

FEATURING SPECIAL TEST BATCH CASKS 


BREWER-LED TOURS 
BIG HEAVY WORLD BBQ 


TOMORROW! 


OKTOBHRFHST IS THIS 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 29th 

Job Us For: 

• Well-lagered Festbiers from 
our brewery and beyond 

• Outdoor Biergarten 
•Traditional Bavarian food 

• Live German Music 
by Inseldudler 

(trafflfMMlIrettacMriretf) 

EVENT STARTS AT 5:00 

PROST! 



FLATBREAD 

BURLINGTON HEARTH 


1 1 s St. Paul St. Burlington 

802-861-2999 

am ei I can fl atbread.com 


COMMUNITY 

MEDICAL 

SCHOOL 

PALL 2011 





FIVE WEEKS, FIVE GREATTOPICS 

All FREE to the public! 

OCTOBER 4, 6:30PM 

Carpenter Auditorium at the UVM Given Medical Building 


A Guide to Breast Imaging: 

The Latest Technology for 
Screening and Detecting Cancer 

Sally Herschorn, M.D., Associate Professor of 
Radiology and Medical Director, Breast Imaging 

Please register in advance Fletcher ■■ th 

_ . „ , Allen yH. KB UNIVERSITY 

at www.fletcherallen.org/cms M °/ VERMONT 

or Call 802-847-2886. Vermont’* Academic Medical Center 
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-V\URCH street. Buru Ngj 

DASBIERHAUSVT.COM 


4 DINING AREAS + 3 FLOORS 
+ 2 OUTDOOR 


BIERGARTENS , 


l Awesome Bierfest! 


northern lights 
lake champlain cruises 
king street dock 
1 king street 
burlington, Vermont 


ywcathrive 




SEVEN DAYS 

Jetaway! 


BURLINGTON FIRELIGHTERS! 


historic building at 247 Pearl Street, Burlington, home of Associate 
Periodontics, Champlain Orthodontics and Vermont Prosthodonti 
s destroyed by fire. After a passer-by noticed the fire and called the 
i Fire Department, fire fighters were dispatched to fight the blaze. 


These brave men and women, facing great personal harm, fought and 
successfully contained the fire so that it did not spread to nearby buildings. 
Several residences were evacuated during the process. What could have bee 
more wide-spread disaster ended with no injuries or deaths. A blessing. 


Our sincerest thanks to Burlington F.D. dispatchers John Whitehouse, Julie 
Davis, Meg Mallat and Hmilie Szakach for their crucial contributions Thanks 
also to Fire Departments from Mallets Bay, Winooski and So. Burlington and 
the UVM Rescue Squad for handling other calls to the Burlington Fire Dept 
during their fighting our fire. 


The citizens and businesses in Burlington are, indeed, fortunate to have such i 
sterling Fire Department. , 
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Ienjoy our refocused MENU <a 


Register to win a 


from Seven Days at 
sevendaysvt.com 


JetBlue gift cards can be used for any of their 
great destinations, and they never expire. 


Subscribe to our 

SUPER FLIGHT 

of e-newsletters by noon 
on Friday, October 14 
and be eligible 

■■■ to win! n 








In Fashion: High Style, 1690-2011 

Nov 0 

High-style fashion from early Parisian designe 
Frederick Worth to today’s icons of couture. Featuring K; 
Oscar de la Renta, Carolina Herrera, Eman 
Naeem Khan and others. 




...... d 


It’s time to relax and unwind... 


edicure .fee*. 


!ri S e body treated' 1 ’- 


Book your 
appointment at 
the Day Spa 
today! 


Trisli McEvoy 


Corner of Main & Battery Streets, Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 • www.mirrormirrorvt.o 


Customized beauty. 

Available at: 

Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 





36 College Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

vermontcollege.edi 


VCFA 

VERMONT 
COLLEGE 
OF FINE 
ARTS 


T© ©KUSSTi 

Low-residency 
Master of Fine Arts in 

Graphic Design 
Music Composition 
Visual Art 
, Writing 

u Writing for Children 


Trapp Family Lodge 

Jerving Trapp Lager’s Oktoberfest Brew! 

Saturday, October 1st 

Join the Fest, Trapp Lager Brews & Views! 

2:00 to 11:00 pm 

at Trapp Family Lodge Event Meadow 

2:00 to 6:00 pm Children’s Activities" & Austrian Folk Musician Walter H 


nal Austrian Oktoberfcst Fare & Trapp Lagers 
Tickets available at the Entrance Includes Music & Children’s Activities* Adults 
$25, Children ages 12 to 20 $10, No Charge for Children Under 12 
Food & Beverage 'Tickets sold separately 


Tropppomily Hodge 

ermotil 802-253-8511 www.trapplamily.co 






Over 60 °“altty Dee.e«cmering= Art 

20th Century Antiques of Ear | y Ameri- 

Books • Chins • CI “^-,S“ n ^ D .°F„,k A« • Furniture 
can • Ephemera • ^ r ™chen Co || e ctables • Lighting 
Glassware • JeW ® lr T*J J Q ld Toys • Pewter . Porcelain 

World War II and so much more .... — 

Seminars: 

cat 1 PM 

Bringing Antiques into Modem Day Design 
Joanne Palmisano 

SUN. 1 PM 

Dance of the Nudes: Art Deco Glass 
Tom Jlamachello 


Also there will be a Silent Auction 
to benefit youth programs 
Admission S6 each, childrer i under 12 free 
information: Susan Petne (802) 878-5545 x 26 
orspetrie@cvexpo.org 
For more info, visit 
cvexpo.org 


presented by 


VERMOM 
PUBLIC _ 
tULEVISlOt' 
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COMPILEH BY CATHY RE9"1ER& TYLER MACHADO 


WEEK IN REVIEW 

SEPTEMBER 21-28. 2QI1 



facing 

facts 


■in 



SHIMON RUN? 

First he switched 
parties. Then 

Auditor Torn 
he wouldn’t run for 

has since made him 
change Ilia mind. 

tile wind blows... 

* 


LAND HO 


Sollberger spoke with a number of Wilmington residents 

her web video series "Stuck in Vermont." She interviewed 
Wilmington town clerk Susan Haughwout who rescued 
the town's land records. And she talked with lisa Sullivan, 
whose bookstore. Bartlebys Books, was devastated by 
the flooding. It's been a bad year for Sullivan — her other 
bookstore, the Book Cellar in Brattleboro, was destroyed by 
afire in April. 


Bui like many Willmington residents, she says she plan; 
to rebuild. In fact says Sollberger. though debris pies 
are ubiquitous, so are signs that say "Wilmington: where 
AMAZING happens." 

See Sol I ber germ's video - and her moving coverage of 
flood recovery efforts in Waterbury and Waitsfield — at 
sevendaysvt.com. 



fierce in September 


two epic hoods in 



That’s how many years WCAX 
weatherman Stuart Hall worked at the 


television station. Hall died Sunday, at 
the age of 90. 


TOPFIVE 


1 Fair Game: "President in Peril" by Shay 
Totten. Is Burlington College president 




2 "Jeff Chester Says Computers Are 
Spying on You" by Tyler Machado, Online 
privacy expert Jeff Chester warns that big 


the governor’s call and open their doors to 
displaced Irene victims. 

4 'Deadly Deeds' by Ken Picard. How do you 
go about selling property with a history of 


Combines ‘Craziness’ and Craft" by Amy 

Lilly. One of the houses on this year's 
Stowe Home Tour redefines the 
tree house." Check it out in a photo slide 







VEHICLE AUCTION 


WED., SEPT. 28 @ 5:30PM 
View and Register from 3:30PM 
131 Dorset Lane, Williston, VT 

CARS: 
hevyCapiice 
ft, VANS & 
CROSSOVERS: 

‘02 Dodge Caravan 
TRUCKS: 

•03 Chevy Silverado 

& MANY MORE! 

to Chang. 

More Info: THCAuction.com 
THOMAS H1RCHAK COMPANY 
800-474-6132 • 802-878-9200 




ORIENT 

Carpets & Kilims 


It's our 3 rd Birthday! 

v 6^ 

ij.. 

Mull 


Saturday, October 1 
at 10am 

FREE Cupcakes to the 
first 50 people AND 
FREE Onion River Kids 
Yo-Yo's for 
ALL 3 Year Olds! 



SEVEN DAYS 

WAITING FORTHE TIDE TO TURN. 


Pamela PoUlon A Panin RouUy 


feed back 


READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 


ilumnist Shay Touch 






Robyu Bugisson, Michael Bradshaw 
Michelle Brown, Jose Plcclrilll 

Rccroa or hark rn no & kvknto Judy Bcnulac 


BURLINGTON'S BAHAMIAN 
CONNECTION 

Some misinformation was provided 
at the end of [Fair Game: "President in 
Peril,” September 21]. The Bahamas trip 
was a college botany class, and payment 
was for airfare, meals and lodging. It is 
true that the rental arrangements were 
done through the Leopolds, because 
they owned property down there, and 
it was assured that it would be inexpen- 
sive. I resigned from my position at the 
college over two years ago but was work- 
ing there during the Bahamas trip. 

i worked at the college for better than 
16 years as staff. Jane did not ever pres- 
ent any real meaningftil leadership skills 
throughout her stay, and her ability to 
fundraise was poor. 

David Joy 

COLCHESTER 


ENOUGH NATIONAL COVERAGE 

I was amazed to hear that people think 
Vermont did not receive enough national 
coverage about the damage done by 
Tropical Storm Irene ["Fifteen Minutes? 
How the National Media Reported on 
Irene in Vermont,” September 7], Not 
only do I work in the hospitality industry 
here in Vermont, but I also am obtaining 
my degree in hospitality and tourism 
management at CCV. From diis perspec- 
tive, I would say that the media got out of 


control with the coverage of die damage, 
and then failed to report on our cleanup 
and restoration progress. 

While the storm did do great damage, 
the media coverage is doing even greater 
damage by way of tourists diat we need 
during fall foliage, our high season. They 
are canceling reservatkms and trips 
because they fear that their hotels are 
inaccessible or destroyed. While people 
may gripe about tourists during fall foli- 
age, we need than — and dieir revenue. 
I don't understand why the media can't 
do a good-news news story for once. 
They only report die bad things because 
that is what gets ratings. 


ROCK STEADY 

Thanks for the fabulous article about 
John Rouleau [“Getting the Point,” 
August 17]! I've been lucky enough to 
work at Rock Point for five years, and 
his smiling face in Seven Days came 
as a wonderful summer surprise. The 
article completely captured John's bril- 
liance, humor and generous spirit. I'm 
impressed at how well you summed up 
what happens at Rock Point and grateful 
that you've helped make public one of 
Burlington’s best-kept secrets. Thanks! 

Abbey Baker 
BURLINGTON 




WEEK IN REVIEW 


BEYOND LOCKHEED 

I read with dismay the letters Seven Days 
received [Feedback, September 14] with 
regard to the paper's limited commen- 
tary on the “breakup” between the City 
of Burlington and Lockheed Martin. My 
dismay reflects the reality that America 
is a very polarized nation. Ask Vermont 
Progressives what they thinkofconserva- 
tive Republicans who advocate reforming 
Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security 
to make diem sustainable, and they will 
scoff at you with malevolent disdain. 
Ask conservative Republicans what they 
think of Progressive calls for increased 
taxes on the very rich, and diey will look 
at you as if you were a parasite. 

The central question we face at per- 
sonal, local, state, national and global 
levels is: How do we find common 
ground? I personally have no enthusi- 
asm for spending $125 million dollars 
for one F-35 fighter airplane, but many 
Americans do. Am I likely to change 
their mind by telling them they are 
wrong and only my view is correct? I 
think not Will I have more success by 
working with them on nonmilitary en- 
deavors in areas where we might have 
common ground, so as to establish some 
degree of trust and respect? Maybe. 

James Baldwin said, “Not everything 
that is faced can be changed, but noth- 
ing can be changed until it is faced." 
Applauding the breakup between 
B-town and Lockheed Martin, as liberal 
Progressives have done, is not a sign of 
victory but yet one more example of our 
polarized dysfunctional society. 

Gerry Silverstein 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


STEAKHOUSE STAKEHOLDER 

1 am outraged at the owners of the 
Shelburne Steakhouse for closing their 
doors without notice to those of us who 
have purchased gift certificates for their 
establishment. In [“Entrees and Exits,” 
September 21], it stated that persons 
who purchased the Jumponit deal would 
receive a credit back on die Jumponit 
account, but what about diose of us who 
purchased a gift certificate directly from 
the restaurant? I am the proud owner 
of a $75 piece of paper. I would like die 
contact information of the lawyer to get 
my money back from diese people. 

PS. I love your paper! 

Jim Duval 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


September 7]: What was so interesting 
about die program previewed in Kevin 
Kelley’s Q&A was die vast difference of 
opinion displayed by the three speakers. 

Hedges was brilliant with his obser- 
vations and conclusions gained from 
many years of direct experience in die 
Middle East. If you had just listened to 
him and not the other two, you would 
have been convinced dial “our brutal- 
ity and triumphalism, the byproducts 
of nationalism and our infantile pride, 
revived the jihadist movement. . . . The 
sad legacy of 9/11 is that the assholes, on 
each side, won.” His only solution was 
to return to the streets in massive civil 
disobedience. 

Maryann Cusimano Love, on the other 
hand, said, “Peace building works. In the 
past 20 years the number of major active 
armed conflicts in which more than a 
thousand people have died has gone 
from 33 to 16.” She stressed die need to 
do more conflict prevention, education 
and economic development — things that 
keep a country from falling apart. She 
said there's a tot of good news out there 
diat wedont get from the media 

Anas Malik told of a very important 
document that I'm sure most of us in die 
audience had never even heard of called 
“The Amman Message.” In July 2005, an 
Islamic convention brought together 200 
Muslim scholars from over 50 countries 
who issued a three-point declaration diat 
stressed the need to reemphasize Islam's 
core values of compassion, mutual re- 
spect, tolerance, acceptance and freedom 
of religion. Malik stressed diat meetings 
and conversations should be held all over 
the world to heal die wounds between 
Muslims and non-Muslims to show 
diat we all have more in common than 
most diink. 

Malik and Love never openly dis- 
agreed with the very persuasive and 
depressing logic of Hedges. It was very 
informative and good planning to have a 
variety of viewpoints on die paneL 

Offie Wortham 

JOHNSON 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

. be 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 


POST-PANEL REVIEW 

Re [“War of the Words: Chris Hedges on 
9/11, Qaddafi and Sen. Bernie Sanders," 


• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• Seven Days. P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 



NEW FRYE 
STYLES HAVE 
ARRIVED! 

Get a free pair of 
Smartwool socks 
w/ Frye purchase 

* while supplies last 


n /Stella Mae VT 
Q /StellaMaeVT 


DISCOUNT 

BEVERAGE 
^ 1 OUTLET 


LIQUOR & DEI.I 802-985-3246 


VERMONT STATE 
LIQUOR OUTLET 


BOATLOAD SPEC! 


ANY SIZE J4.99/LB. 

While supplies last! 

CLAMS $3.99/lb. 


Check Out Our 
New Deli Menu! 

We now deliver to Shelburne 
and South Burlington areas. 


13 U k, 


m facebook! 



HoPTRoUIcA s.o 


Three arenas «f 
*)Ul-fi-genre bass sound. 

WP-HoP. DUBSTEP* HoUSE 
TEcHNo • ELEcTRo-HoUSE • BASS 
ELEcTRo. HP-HoUSE 
featuring 

HAITIAN • SHARTAT • SLEE2Y D 
REPEAT of VENDERS • JUSTIN R.E.M. 
W cREX • RYAN HOWARD • y-DNA 
DtSco PHANToM • THE oRAToR 
SIDUfcTW • A-DoG • DAKOTA 
Plus a damn laser s*i°wf 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
985-3246 • Fax 985-9716 
2659 Shelburne Road 
EBT Accepted 



Red Square 

That's righf. Lasers/ 

WED 9/28 DR. RUCKUS 7PM 

DJCRE8 10PM/DJA-DO0 10PM 
THU 9/29 HOPTRONKA 5.0 8PM - 2AM 
FRI 9/30 SPLIT TONGUE CROW 6PM 
DAVE KEUBt BAND 9PM 
DJ SWROSWfM / DJA-DO012AM 
SAT 10/1 SHADY ALLEY DUO 4PM 

MALLETT BROTHERS BAND 9PM 
DJ STAVROS 10PM 
DJ A-DOG 12AM 
SUN 10/2 DJ ZJ 11PM 
MON10/3 1APHY RYDER 8PM 

INDUSIRYNIOHT FT. ROBBIE J 11PM 
TUE 10/A SUPER K 4PM 

CRAKj MITCHELL 9PM 
WED 105 JUSTIN LEVINSON BAND 7PM 
DJCRE8 10PM DJ A-DOG 10PM 

8G ourchsf .XS9-X909 •fedsq})aiWt£**l 







Patagonia Burlington & 
Jay Peak present . . . 


FILMS 

CHANGE YOU 

WORLD 


SYRCL’S 


WILDS SCENIC 


FESTIVAL 



Thursday, October 20 

5:30 PM Reception . 6:30 PM Films 

Main Street Landing 
Burlington 




You’ll also enjoy a 
great silent auction. 
Skinny Pancake 
treats, 

local beer and wine, 
and much more... 





VNRC= 


Proceeds benefit: 


vnrc.org 
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MASTER YOUR FUTURE 

Online Graduate Studies at Champlain College 


MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION (MBA): Earn the 
gold-standard managemert credential 
to advance your career— add a 9-credit 
concentration to further differentiate youreelf 
In the market. 


MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MANAGING 
INNOVATION & INFORMATION 
technology (msmiit): Develop the 
management-based skills to drive decisions 
in a world "alive with information." 


Register for an online information session today 

( 866 ) 282-7259 

MASTERS.CHAMPLAIN.EDU 


CHAMPLAIN 
COLLEGE 
Graduate Studies 


We've Cleaned Out Our Williston Warehouse t 
Skis, Boards, Bikes and Tennis Equipment From Past Seasons. 
Plus, Piles Of Winter Clothing From Last Year. 


1184 Williston Rood • Sooth Burlington • Mon-Sot 10-7, Son 11-6 
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Local, affordable, and on your side™ 


NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 

• Contact us before you go car shopping 

• Take advantage of our free online 
tutorials and research tools 

• Get a pre-approved Auto Check for 
better buying power 

• We ll deliver the loan check right to 
your home or workplacel 

Call 866-80 -LOANS or apply 

online anytime at nefcu.com 

, New England 

Federal Credit Union 
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Get Up, Stand Up 


ONGOING 

Born Romantic 

Burlington painter Beth Pe« 


SATURDAY 1 

Falling Slowly 


FRIDAY 30 

Border Crossing 

Attending a Pasatono Orque 


everything else... 

CALENOAR I 

CLASSES 


FRIDAY 30 

Horsing Around 

Fo'Eet dances W i thwolves . 

Colonial Spanish horses 
prance alongside humans 

in Dancing with Horses 

presented by New yorkcitv 

p^"l e t co T panytne Equus 

Projects. This rare example 

of choreography in a corral 

merges equestrianism 

with unbridled physicality. 
Hoofing it indeed. 
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FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by shay totten 


Winners, Whiners and Waiters 


B urlington College president 
JANE O'MEARA SANDERS resigned 
Monday after months of ne- 
gotiations with the college's 
board of trustees. The two sides failed to 
resolve ongoing differences about how 
best to chart the future of the quirky 
independent college. 

The rift, and her pending ouster, were 
first reported in last week's Fair Game. 
There had been increasing concerns over 
her leadership and fundraising skills, 
sources tell Fair Game, that some board 
members believed could jeopardize die 
school's ambitious growth plans. 

Alter seven years on the job, Sanders 
will officially step down as president 
on October 14. In recognition of her 
accomplishments at the helm of the 
200 -student school, the college is grant- 
ing Sanders president emerita status, a 
distinction shared only by the founder of 
Burlington College, steward lacasce. 

Trustees announced Sanders' resig- 
nation on Monday after a closed-door 
meeting at the Sheraton Burlington 
Hotel & Conference Center. The board 
kept in constant contact with Sanders 
and her attorney throughout die day — 
shutde diplomacy via cellphone. 

The board said Sanders, who earns 
more than S165.000 a year, will get a 
yearlong sabbadeal as part of her presi- 
dential parachute. During that time, 
she'll research, advise and consult widl 
the college on fundraising, site develop- 
ment and odier matters as needed. Her 
current contract was good di rough die 
end of 2013. 

Unlike outgoing University of 
Vermont president dan fogel, Sanders 
did not ask for a multiyear severance 
package. "I told the board I wouldn’t 
seek or accept a buyout of the contract,” 
Sanders told Fair Game. “We're a small 
school, and we can't afford that." 

She also seems to have picked up on 
the very public recommendation Gov. 
peter shumlin had for Fogel: that he give 
up some of his $ 600,000 severance pay 
and plow the money into scholarships. 
While the UVM prez rejected the gov’s 
idea, Sanders liked it. “I suggested diat 
they put any of die money remaining on 
my contract toward scholarships, and 
they said they’d consider that" 

During Sanders' tenure, the college 
added academic programs, boosted 
its annual fundraising efforts and, last 
year, bought die former Catholic dio- 
cese property on North Avenue for $10 


million. Thecollege trustees and Sanders 
have been at odds ever since. The new 
campus needs repairs to die tune of $2 
million, and Burlington College has to 
double its student population just to stay 

In the next few weeks, the board is 
expected to establish an interim leader- 
ship plan and announce the search for a 
new president. 

Sanders said she was pleased with 
Monday's outcome. 

“I feel it’s a good time to leave,” 
she said. 


I TOLD THE BOARD 
I WOULDN'T SEEK 
OR ACCEPTS BUYOUT 
OFTRE CONTRACT. 

SMALL SCHOOL, 
AND WE CAN’T 
AFFORD THAT. 

JANE O'MEARA SANDERS, 
BURLINGTON COLLEGE 

All in the Family 

Last week Fair Game broke the news 
that Burlington College and its president 
were on the verge of parting ways a 
story that had been rumored for months, 
but no one close to the situation would 
discuss for attribution. 

But it was Jonathan Leopold's con- 
nection to the story - especially the 
college's $17,000 payment to his fam- 
ily’s Bahamian resort — that generated 
reaction. 

The first email came from Burlington 
College's attorney, Joshua simonds. who 
provided details diat were not available 
by last week's deadline: The Caribbean 
expenditure was an all-inclusive, six- 
night stay at the Andros Beach Club 
and Nadian’s Lodge, both of which are 
owned by the Leopolds. Turns outit was 
a three-credit spring break course - for 
14 students and two faculty members 


— focusing on nature photography and 
marine and coastal ecosystems. 

The students maintained a blog de- 
scribing their weeklong adventures on 
the island: snorkeling, eating with the 
locals, hiking and, you know, studying 
up on how life’s a beach. No wonder 
Newsweek recendy ranked Burlington 
College No. 1 in the nation for its “free- 
spirited" students. 

The expenditure was listed on the 
college's WO tax form on file with the 
U5. Internal Revenue Service. By law, 
the college must list any expenditures 
considered “related parties transac- 
tions" between the college and a busi- 
ness linked to a college official or officer. 

Payment was made to the Leopold 
Consulting Group as “reimbursement 
for six nights all-inclusive at Andros 
Beach Club and Nathan’s Lodge,” at 
$1090 per person. That included accom- 
modations, meals, ground transporta- 
tion, housekeeping, guided tours, sport- 
ing equipment and taxes for the whole 
group. 

“The cost to the college is at a sub- 
stantial discount and represents a gener- 
ous gift in kind from the family, which 
also pursuant to IRS guidelines was 
acknowledged to the donor,” Simonds 

After Simonds, Fair Game heard from 
Jonathan Leopold, the former chief 
administrative officer in Burlington 
who is at die center of the Burlington 
Telecom financing controversy. He is 
very unhappy about the way he and his 
family were characterized in last week’s 
column. He claims his new status — as 
a private citizen - protects him from 
public scrutiny. 

Leopold demanded Seven Days issue 
a correction, clarification and apology: a 
clarification about the academic nature 
of Burlington College's transaction with 
his son’s resort in the Caribbean; a cor- 
rection that he was not a "key figure” in 
its $10 million purchase of the diocese 
property on North Avenue; and an apol- 
ogy to his wife for the “son of a beach” 
line at the end of the column — or else. 

We are sorry roxanne Leopold felt 
targeted by what was intended to be a 
general comment on diesituation.lt was 
meant as a joke, not a jab. The contents 
of Simonds 1 email should clarify the 
nature of the beach-club expenditures. 
And let it be known Chat Jonathan 
Leopold, who is treasurer of Burlington 
College's board of trustees and sits on 


GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAV@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


both the executive and finance and fa- 
cilities committees, denies he was a "key 
figure” in die financing deal. 

In addidon to the Andros Beach Cluh 
expenditure, the school's 
2009 IRS form also listed 
paying more th an $55,000 to 
the Vermont Woodworking 
School, a business co- 
founded and run by Burlington College 
president Jane Sanders' daughter carina 

We note that this year, Burlington 
College announced a new bachelor of 
fine arts in craftsmanship and design 
via the woodworking school, which is 
based in Fairfax. Go figure. 

Salmon Stays Put 

After threatening to run for two differ- 
ent electoral offices, and also to retire. 
Republican Auditor tom salmon is a can- 
didate for ... reelection. 

One month after being sworn in to 
office for a third time, Salmon declared 
back in January that he was unlikely to 
seek reelection and was di in king about 
takingon U.S. Sen. bernie sanders (I -VT). 
Then he was going to challenge Gov. 
Peter Shumlin. Then again, maybe he'd 
just go back to private life. 

Hurricane Irene changed his mind, 
according to Salmon. 

“During die past six months, I have 
talked with hundreds of Vermonters and 
consulted with my family about how I 
can best serve the state of Vermont in 
the coming years,” the auditor wrote 
in an open letter to supporters. “I have 
examined a number of options, but the 
impact of Irene on Vermont helped me 
to understand that the best way for me 
to serve Vermont is to continue as state 
auditor." 

Who dien will run against Shumlin? 

Former Lt. Gov. Brian dubie's got first 
dibs, but Sen. randy brock (R-Franklin) 
is also at the top of the list, mark snelling. 
a businessman and son of former Gov. 

RICHARD SNELUNG. and THOM LAUZON, the 

mayor of Barre, have also expressed 
interest in running for statewide office 
next year. 

Dubie’s not in any rush. 

“The best thing to do is support the 
governor and the administration — as 
I have done — and pull together as a 
state,” Dubie told Fair Game. “I think 
they are doing the best job they can, and 
it just doesn't feel right to talk about 
politics when so many people have lost 
everything.” 

Global Whining 

The Vermont Public Interest Research 
Group had some harsh words last 
week for Gov. Peter Shumlin's new 


comprehensive energy plan, but quickly 
retracted them. 

Last Friday, VPIRG clean energy 
advocate ben walsh fired off an email 
to members titled “Really? 
This is what we waited for?" 
criticizing Shumlin’s 20-year 
energy plan. Walsh accused 
Shumlin of being less aggres- 
sive in the development of renewable 
energy than his predecessor, Republican 

GOV. JIM DOUGLAS. 

Say it ain’t so! 

“Really,” added Walsh. “Since 2005, 
Vermont utilities have signed up for 13 
percent of their electricity to come from 
new renewable projects by 2013. That is 
1.6 percent new per year. The Shumlin 
plan is only calling for LI percent new 
renewable electricity per year.:-(” 

Less than four hours later, Walsh’s 
boss james moore issued an apology 
under theemail subject line “Correction: 
too harsh, good plan." 

“I want to be very clear,” Moore 
demurred. “We are thrilled to have 
a comprehensive energy plan dial 
shows real vision for where this state 
can and should go to create a clean 
energy legacy for our kids, reduce our 
dependence on oil and put Vermonters 

Yeesh, that sounds like a Shumlin 
stump speech. 

Did the gov’s office take VPIRG out to 
the biofuels woodshed? Shumlin chief 
of staff bill loey says the gov’s office 
complained to VPIRG, but VPIRG was 
already preparing a revised statement 

“They didn't need much convincing,’’ 
Lofy said of the first email critique. 

Moore told Fair Game the “tone was 
off” in the first email and that it “missed 
the mark.” 

Perhaps you’ve heard of bill 
mckibben's climate change fighting 
group, 350.org, which helped rally 
more di an 1000 Vermonters on die 
Statehouse steps diis past weekend? In 
a housing speech, Shumlin told them 
everything they wanted to hear. 

Maybe VPIRG should start a 
new environmental group, called 
180degrees.org. ® 


O next 'Fair Game7 Tune in to WPTZ 
NewsChannel 5 on Tuesday nights during 
the 11 p.m. newscast for a preview. 

□ Follow Shay on Twitter: 
twitter.com/ShayTotten. 

jraSend Shay an old-fashioned email: 
la* shay@sevendaysvt.com. 
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HEALTHCARE 


A Nationwide Drug Shortage 
Afflicts Patients in Vermont 



L ike most Americans, Ondis 
Eardensohn didn’t know the 
U.S. had a prescription drug 
shortage — until she experi- 
enced it firsthand. 

On August 8, the retired postmas- 
ter drove two hours from her home 
in Plainfield to New Hampshire's 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
for an iniusion of Doxil, one of the only 
viable treatments for her stage-4 breast 

Eardensohn was waiting for the 
medicine when her physician walked in. 
“I'm sorry," the doctor told her, “but we 
don’t have enough Doxil to treat you." 

“I drove home with no treatment I 
was in shock," recalls Eardensohn, 58, a 
warm and resolutely optimistic mother 
of two. “When you are at stage 4. your 
options get more and more limited. If 
you have one option taken away, it may 
have been your last" 

Eardensohn does not fit the stereo- 
typical image of a wasted cancer patient. 
She laughs easily, and her soft white 
curls have grown back after 16 years of 
on-and-off radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments. Nonetheless, she says, “1 am 
not the same person I used to be.” 

A week after Eardensohn’s frustrat- 
ing trip to Dartmouth-Hitchcock, a hos- 
pital staffer called her at home, where 
o she lives with her longtime partner, state 
£ archivist Gregory Sanford. The hospital 
> still hadn't located any Doxil; the re- 
° scheduled treatment would also have to 
j» be canceled. 

"* Dartmouth-Hitchcock isn’t alone 
in lacking a number of life-saving and 
_ -sustaining drugs. Nor is it the only 
2 health-care institution that has turned 
d to the “gray market" — die legal, but 
£ sometimes shady network of secondary 
ij suppliers — to find them. 

B Doxil, manufactured by Johnson & 
Johnson, is one of some 200 drugs dial 
M critically ill patients and their provid- 
< ers are discovering may be unavailable, 
z rationed or scalped for stratospheric 
jg prices. The list of hard-to-find drugs 
ranges from chemotherapy agents to 
anesdiesia and morphine. According 
w to a survey by the American Hospital 
£ Association, 99.5 percent of U.S. hospi- 
5 tals reported at least one drug shortage 
5 in die first six mon dis of diis year, while 
y 44 percent reported shortages of more 
« than 20 drugs. 


Vermont Healdi Commissioner 
Harry Chen says drug shortages “have 
been a way of life for some time,” and die 
problem is getting worse. Five years ago, 
die U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) reported 55 d rags in short supply. 
By 2010, there were 178 drugs on that 
list; this year there will be 350, predicts 
North Carolina-based Premier Inc., a 
major hospital drug-purchasing coop- 
erative. The majority of those are gener- 
ics, but brand-name pharmaceuticals 
are also affected, especially anesdiesia 
and chemotherapy products. Premier 
Inc. spokeswoman Amanda Forster says 
pharmacists all over the country “are 
scrambling and desperate.” 

Vermont health care providers 


are no exception. Karen McBride, 
Fletcher Allen Health Care’s director of 
Pharmacy Services, says scrounging for 
hard-to-find meds is a weekly occur- 
rence. Several months back, one patient 
was nearly put at risk when a critical 
antibiotic called Bactrim ran out. After 
working the phones for several hours, 
McBride finally located a supply of 
Bactrim at another New England hos- 
pital - four hours away — and arranged 
for a courier to drive it to Burlington. 

“It's 10 times more work dian it used 
to be," McBride says, adding, it helps that 
her buyer is on it “like a junkyard dog.” 

Drug shortages cost hospitals $200 
million a year owing to die additional staff 
time required to source supplies, inflated 


prices and die cost of treating side effects 
caused by alternate products. In February, 
the Wall Street Journal wrote about a 
Maryland oncologist who was desper- 
ately seeking hard-to-find leueovorin. He 
found die cancer treatment for $177 per 
dose; die normal cost is $7.41. 

But there is a deeper price - namely 
“adverse patient outcomes,” includ- 
ing death. The American Hospital 
Association survey revealed that short- 
ages have resulted in negative outcomes 
at one in every five facilities. Eighty-two 
percent of hospitals reported delaying 
patient treatment due to drug shortages, 
and more dian half were not always able 
to provide the patient with the recom- 
mended treatment Three out of four 
hospitals report rationing or implement- 
ing restrictions for drugs that are in 
short supply. 

A 2010 survey of physicians by the 
nonprofit Institute for Safe Medication 
Practices found that drug shortages 
resulted in delayed surgeries, dosage 
errors and interrupted drag studies, as 
well as deaths linked to the use of substi- 
tute antibiotics to which patients were 
resistant 

“No patient care has been compro- 
mised at Fletcher Allen" because alter- 
natives to unavailable drugs are found, 
says Brace Leavitt head of die hospital’s 
Pharmacy and Thera peutics Committee. 

Chen says he has not heard reports 
of compromised patient care due to 
drug shortages. As for solutions, Chen 
says fundamental fixes must originate 
at the federal level, diougli he adds, “We 
should look for ways to create a system 
in Vermont that would lessen the effect" 

Eardensohn was supposed to be pro- 
tected from Doxil shortages. In June, 
Johnson & Johnson warned hospitals: 
No new patients should start on Doxil, 
but current ones would be given prior- 
ity for the life-extending chemotherapy. 
After their attempts to secure the drug 
proved unsuccessful, Eardensohn's 
doctors apparently lost faith in the 
company’s ability to deliver a steady 
supply. On August 26, three weeks 
after they sent her home without treat- 
ment, Dartmouth-Hitchcock switched 
Eardensohn to a different medicine. 

W hat’s causing the drug short- 
ages currently plaguing 
America's hospitals? Quality 



problems, including potentially deadly 
microbial contamination, caused more 
than half of the recent shortages in 
injectable drugs, according to the FDA. 
Odier factors impacting die supply 
chain, according to government and 
nonprofit researchers, as well as phar- 
maceutical trade publications, include; 
cost-cutting manufacture, lack of raw 
ingredients, just-in-time production. 
Medicare price controls, discontinua- 
tion of less lucrative products, domestic 
and foreign outsourcing substandard 
ingredients, and so-called "pay to delay” 
deals, in which makers of brand-name 
drugs with patents about to expire pay 
generic drug makers to delay marketing 
of generic versions. 

Johnson & Johnson insists that the 
Doxil shortage is not due to “quality” 
or "safety” problems. Instead, company 
spokeswoman Monica Neufang blames 


for larger drug companies. 

As supplies become less reliable, a 
network of gray marketers is stepping 
in to fill the gap. These wholesalers 
operate outside normal pharmaceutical 
distribution channels but, for the most 
part, within the law. 

Gray marketers buy drugs in bulk at 
discount prices and resell them to other 
wholesalers who may sell them again, 
widt prices hikes and profits accumu- 
lating like undercarriage dirt in mud 
season. The San Antonio Express-News 
recently reported a gray market drug 
sale that carried an “astounding markup 
of 6213 percent." 

By monitoring recalls, plant closings, 
trade and government websites, the gray 
marketers can anticipate the market in 
order to stockpile and hoard potentially 
scarce drugs. And providers often feel 
they have no choice but to buy them: 


99.5 PERCENT OF U S. HOSPITALS REPORTED 


AT LEAST ONE DRUG SHORTAGE 



“manufacturing issues,” “capacity 
constraints” and “production delays.” 
Neufang says that a program to ensure 
Doxil to continuing patients such as 
Eardensohn has been “very success- 
ful,” but she also acknowledges that 
some patients are on a waiting list. The 
number and other details are “propri- 
etary," she says. 

Although Doxil bears the Johnson 
& Johnson brand, it is produced by 
a third-party contract manufacturer 
called Ben Venue Laboratories. Based 
in Ohio, BVL is a division of Germany- 
based Boehringer Ingelheim, and also 
produces pharmaceuticals for Pfizer, 
Takeda and Bristol-Myers Squibb. The 
company is part of a $46 billion global 
contract-manufacturing industry. 

How does BVL explain the Doxil 
shortage? Without elaboration, the 
company lays blame on “manufactur- 
ing capacity constraints." But the FDA's 
Canadian counterpart. Health Canada, 
banned importation of some BVL 
drugs on August 17 for what it called 
“quality deficiencies." Health Canada 
spokeswoman Olivia Caron describes 
the problem as "shortcomings in Good 
Manufacturing Practices ... including 
product sterilization and quality over- 
sight” Europe has also imposed restric- 
tions on BVL’s product. 

Within days of die Canadian ban, 
the company announced it would no 
longer do contract-manufacture work 


Some 52 percent of respondents to the 
Institute for Safe Medication Practices 
survey reported buying drugs on the 
gray market in the last two years. 

“When faced widi the situation that 
you know a patient will die without it, 
you really don’t want to buy from die 
gray market, but it is an option of last 
resort,” explains Joseph M. Hill, direc- 
tor of federal legislative affairs at die 
American Society of Healdi System 
Pharmacists. “What are you going to 
do?” 

Hill goes on, “We’d like to get an 
answer to where diey are getting their 
supply. Large national wholesalers 
say diey don't supply to the second- 
ary market. That may be a policy, but 
[products] could also could come from 
sales reps trying to make their quarterly 
numbers.” 

D artmouth-Hitchcock has “been 
fairly successful in obtaining 
needed medications for our pa- 
tients,” spokesperson Rick Adams says. 
"However, we have been forced at times 
to go to market to purchase some medi- 
cations, and have been subject to gray 
market upcharges.” 

Fletcher Allen has rejected that 
route, says McBride. “We get daily so- 
licitations from gray marketers by tele- 
phone, fax and email, but we don’t buy 

DRUG SHORTAGE » P.19 
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Drug Shortage « P .i7 

from them because we can't be assured 
of authenticity and integrity. Some are 
stolen or counterfeit, and there are ethi- 
cal concerns about what they are doing; 
inflating the price hugely.” With a flash 
of outrage, she adds, “They are very 
shady, trying to capitalize on a bad situ- 
ation. That is unethical. It’s disgusting.” 

And potentially unsafe. Before reach- 
ing a hospital pharmacy, gray market 
drugs “can pass through five or six bro- 
kers, getting repackaged, relabeled and 
possibly stored under poor conditions,” 
says Premier Inc.’s Forster. Vermont 
is one of 39 states that requires phar- 
maceuticals sold 

drug “pedigree" — 
a paper trail that 
tracks the drug on 
every stop from 
manufacturer to 
final destination. 

New Hampshire 

But quality and 
safety problems 
also affect drugs 
obtained through 
normal channels. 

“Hie largest per- 
cental of current 

shortages is caused by domestic quality 
problems," says Mike Levy, acting director 


export drugs or ingredients into the U.S. 
Making matters worse, the FDA lacks 
authority to mandate recalls, require 
prior notification of impending short- 
ages or force companies to continue 
manufacturing essential drugs. 

Even when imports are found to 
have problems, the FDA can't destroy 
poor-quality or dangerous drugs. It 
can only refuse them entry, after which 
importers can “port shop” the rejected 
products. “They try at several different 
ports, and sometimes they are success- 
ful [getting them into the U.S.],” says die 
FDA’s Batista. 

No matter what the proximate 
cause of any particular shortage, 
profit consider- 
ations are almost 
always a factor. 
“Corporations look 
at profit margins,” 
says Fletcher Allen’s 
Leavitt, “and if a ge- 
other drug 


is not profitable, it is 
not a priority." 

While Doxil is 
a mainstay chemo- 
therapy drug, it ac- 
counts for less than 1 
percent of Johnson & 
Johnson's annual rev- 
enues, which in 2008 
•re $24.6 billion. 

Steven Kappel, who worked widi 
of the Drag Security, Integrity and Recalls William Hsiao to develop a blueprint for 
division of the FDA’s Center for Drug universal health care in Vermont, se 


IT MAY HAVE BEEN 
YOUR LAST. 

ONDIS EARDENSOHN 


the profit motive of drug companies as 
problematic component of the current 


Evaluation and Research. 

Recendy, Teva and Hospira — 
of the U.S.’s largest makers of generics, system. 

including key chemotherapies — closed “It raises major ethical issues 
factories because of “manufacturing malting profits conflicts with s 


problems.” Johnson & Johnson u 


lives,” Kappel says. 


e recalls, and the teracting the shortages, Kappel says 
FDA placed three of its plants under Vermont’s best bet is a reformed healdi 
consent decrees for persistent failures care system that would allow the state 


at quality standards. 

Drag makers' reliance on cheaper 
imported ingredients and finished 
products complicates the supply chain. 
Huascar Batista of the FDA's Center for 


a buy pharmaceuticals in bulk, “negoti- 
ating as a buyer as effectively as we can." 

But patients like Ondis Eardensohn 
can't wait for single-payer health 
care. With Doxil no longer available. 


Drug Evaluation and Research says that Eardensohn is being treated with 


80 percent of all active pharmaceutical 
ingredients consumed in the U.S. are 
imported, mosdy from India and China. 
Neither Johnson & Johnson nor BVL 
would answer questions about whether 


Eribulin, a substitute that has left her 
feeling worse. 

“Since I went off Doxil, I have de- 
veloped a cough, and there has been 
: slight progression of the disease ir 


they source ingredients abroad, saying my lungs,” Eardensohn reports. Also, 


the information is proprietary. 


Eribulin requires Eardensohn to make 


According to the U.S. Government the 140-mile round-trip to Dartmouth- 


Accountability Office, the FDA inspects 
domestic pharmaceutical facilities only 
about once every two and a half years 
on average. It would take nine years 
to inspect the agency's prioritized list 
of companies in the ISO countries that 


Hitchcock three times a month, while 
Doxil required just one visit a month. 

“This shortage tiling horrifies me, 
and not just for me," Eardensohn says. 
“This is a kind of health care rationing. 
Why hasn't something been done?" ® 
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After Pulling Out of Burlington, Lockheed Martin 
Showers $650 Million on Carbon War Room Cities 

by Shay Totten 


D id Burlington just miss out on a slice of $650 mil- 
lion from the Carbon War Room climate-change 
partnership? A recent New York Times story make* 
you wonder. 

Lockheed Martin announced last week that it is 
partnering with Barclays bank to help lead a $650 


m 

Burlington Mayor 


more energy efficient in Miami and Sacramento. Tile 
investment is a product of Lockheed’s role in the 
Carbon War Room, an international effort that brought the defense contrac- 
tor to Burlington in late 2010. A September 19 Times story calls die deal "the most 
ambitious effort yet to jump-start a national market for energy upgrades that many 
people believe could eventually be worth billions." 

The news comes just weeks after Lockheed backed out of an agreement with the 
city of Burlington thanks, in part, to a lengthy and emotional debate over whether 
the progressive-minded Queen City should get into bed with one of the world's 
largest weapons makers. Burlington was chosen as one of 15 cities from around the 
world to take part in a 30-month challenge to develop new, market-driven solutions 
tocombat climate change that would benefit the environment and investors' bottom 

Mayor Bob Kiss said it's unlikely Burlington would have been part of that specific 
investment deal, but he said the deal is an example of the resources and expertise 
that Carbon War Room offers. 

The biggest opponents of die Lockheed-Burlington partnership said they have 
no regrets. ® 


Vermonters Join Worldwide “Moving Planet” 
Day With Climate Change Rally 

by Kevin J. Kelley 

T he 1000-plus people who hiked, 
hiked and bused to Montpelier for 
a climate change rally on September 24 
may have been asking one another after- 
ward. “So, did the planet move?” 

It might well have, but Vermont’s 
mainstream media wasn't on hand to 
report on it. By ignoring this spirited 
gathering on the Statehouse lawn — one 
of more than 2000 worldwide “Moving 
Planet” day events organized by a coali- 
tion of groups including 350.org, Oxfam, (lie Sierra Club 
and Greenpeace - the daily papers, wire services, and radio and television outlets 
missed at least two important stories: 

• Vermonters are accelerating the momentum on climate change activism that 
got going in August when Middlebury’s Bill McKibben led a series of civil-disobedi- 
ence sit-ins at the White House gates against the Tar Sands pipeline project 

• Peter Shumlin gave a tub-thumper ofa speech that surely qualifies him as the 
most radical of the 50 governors on environmental and clean-energy concerns. 

Shumlin linked Tropical Storm Irene's destruction to climate change and the 
failure to develop alternatives to fossil fuels. Jabbing his finger into the air, Shumlin 
warned that the floods unleashed by Irene are “an example ofwhatlies ahead for us.” 

Shumlin praised the White House demonstrators, saying, “When our brothers 
and sisters from this great green state, whether it’s Bill McKibben or all the people 
next to him, stand in Washington and are walling to sit behind bars for our future, 
we stand with them.” © 
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STATEO/THEartS 

The Logger Heats Up a Boozy Life-Drawing 
Session in White River Junction 


BY ME 


JAMES 

L et’s get one thing out of the way: RUSTY DEWEES, the writer- 
actor otherwise known as the Logger, did not get naked 
under the fluorescent lights of the White River Junction 
American Legion during his recent stint as a life-drawing 
model for Dr. Sketchy's Anti- Art School. 

It was the only disappointment of the night. 

Given the urban bar-scene origins of this art get-together, 
which has branches all over the world, a newcomer might expect 
a dimly lit cabaret vibe. Instead, imagine this scene an enor- 
mous meeting room and bar with about as much ambiance as a 
school cafeteria. The lights buzz at full blast. Brown-and-yellow, 
diamond-patterned carpeting climbs all the way up the side of the 

In the center of the room, a makeshift stage draped in black 
fabric is adorned with pumpkins; a wooden stump (the theme of 
the night is “Fall Fantasy"); and a perfectly still DeWees, all done 
up in his logger gear ripped jeans, a shredded flannel shirt, scuffed 
boots, a black baseball cap and an ax. He takes turns with caitun 
Christiana, aka the Pixie, posing in 15-minute installments in 
front of about 15 sketchers of all ages. Meanwhile, an emcee blasts 
tunes, including “She’s a Beauty” and “The Final Countdown,” 
both of which elicit cheers. 

The scene is slightly ridiculous, but that’s what makes it so fun. 

PHOEBE buskey or Miss Phoebe, as she is known in this crowd - is responsible for 
the WIU gatherings, which she’s hosted every six weeks since February. The 40-year-old 
mother of four is a huge fan of author Neil Gaiman (he wrote Coratine, which became a 
2009 stop-motion film). When she found out he was into Dr. Sketchy^, she decided to 
start her own branch. 

Currently operating in more than 100 cities worldwide, Dr. Sketchy’s begin in a 
Brooklyn dive bar in 2006, the brainchild of a 22-year-old art school dropout who wanted 
to create an unstufly, cabaret-style environment where anybody could try a hand at draw- 
ing models, who are often in burlesque outfits and poses. Each branch is autonomous, but 
they all share a common vision. “The seedier the location, the better," says Buskey. 

Her first WRJ event drew five people. These days, die says, as many as 18 are likely 
to show. Students come from the nearby center for cartoon studies, monica lamoureux. 
an art-school grad now working for Norwich’s stave puzzles, attended the most recent 
event (her drawing of DeWees is pictured). So did Buskey's parents, TOM and juoy hunt. 
who’ve never missed it 

Buskey grew up in White River Junction, as did the evening's emcee, LEIGH whitten, 
and the branch's resident photographer, JON smith, who documents the events. Buskey 
finds some models through Craigslistand reaches out to others directly. As for DeWees, 
she says, "I kind of emailed him on a whim.” Site was surprised when he said yes. 



UVM Theatre Department Stages 
Edgy Urban Love Story Stop Kiss 


“I thought it would be fun,” says DeWees. Besides, he was al- 
ready in thearea settingup abooth for the Tunbridge World’s Fair. 
"I don't care how many people are here.” he adds. For DeWees, 
each new gig is an opportunity to connect with his existing, and 
potential, fan base - and to sell his brand. “That is why my busi- 
ness works," he says. “It’s not because I’m funnier than that guy, 
or you ... I’m 50. 1 could be doing this when Tm 80.” 

DeWees has done a lot in front of an audience — including 
posing naked for the cover of this publication — but he's neversat 
« frozen for an extended period of time. “It was almost relaxing," 

» \ he says later. 

When his second 15 minutes under the fluorescent lights arc 
(P| up, DeWees treats his WRJ onlookers to more typical Logger 

l|| one of the prettier artists. “You ever see a muscle burp?” tic asks 

H JL. her. before letting out a belch the instant he flexes his chiseled 
biceps. He compliments her red toenails, and she blushes. 

The Pixie spends most of the evening prancing around in bare 
feet, a black tank top festooned with fake autumn leaves and a 
red lace skirt, through which her black underwear is visible. She 
doesn't talk much, but giggles incessantly, especially when sitting 
on DeWees’ lap for one pose. 

On a break front the mic, Whitten heads to the bar, which has apple-pie and toasted- 
almond cocktails on special. He muses on his hometown's unique character. "When you 
walk into a haunted house, you know there are ghosts there because you can feel it." he 
says. “That's how I feel about White River Junction. There's been so much travel here. 
You aren't the first spirit to walk these streets.” 

A song ends, and Whitten dashes back to his post. Plugging October’s Dr. Sketchy 
session (theme; “Zombie Attack!”), as well as the branch's first-ever short-story-writing 
contest, he poses a hypothetical scenario to DeWees over the mic: You’re about to be 
eaten by zombies. How would you prefer to die? 

DeWees gives the nonsensical question some thought and finally offers, “A bunch 
of M-80s up my butt” Chuckles ripple through the room. Later, DeWees gives in to 
Whitten's on-mic pleading and shows a little skin, rolling up his shirt to expose a rock- 
hard six-pack. 

But there’s no hootin’ and hollerin' from this crowd; the sketchers get right to the task 
at hand, transforming the Logger into a work of art ® 



investment can fall on 
y that friendships are 


BY ERIK ESCKILSEN 

I n friendships today, em 
1 sliding scale. Which 
I nothing like full-on, c< 

I ships - until, of course, that’s what they become. 

In the university OF Vermont production of playwright 
Diana Son’s acclaimed Stop Kiss, the depiction of a friend- 
ship between two young women in the big bad Big Apple 

“friend," “girlfriend” and ‘lover.” That these two women, 
who don’t identify as lesbians, find themselves sexually at- 
tracted to each other complicates their relationship so poi- 
gnantly that the play, like them, defies easy categorizing. 


Yes, it’s a drama - never moi 
harrowing brutality brings the fledgling romance be twee 
traffic reporter Callie and elementary school teacht 
Sara crashing to Earth. But Stop Kiss is also, al 
effervescent and funny as a romantic comedy. These con- 
trasting tones earned the show critical praise when it de- 
buted in 1998. The UVM production, directed by Gregory 
ramos, embraces this central complexity and presents it 
effectively through lead actors KARI BUCKLEY, as Callie, and 
RACHEL warren, as Sara. 

It’s not spoiling the play to disclose that its flash of 
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New Sculpture irm 

Garden Evokes 

Bar re’s Rock- Solid Past 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 



illiam Faulkner's famous 
line - “The past is never 
dead. It’s not even past" - 
applies at least as well to 
Barre, VL, as it does to the author's fictional 
Yoknapatawpha County in Mississippi. 
Reminders of bygone eras are everywhere. 

Until last year, for instance, die down- 
town lot alongside studio place arts held 
a 120-year-old building, most recently 
the site of die Coins & Hobbies Shop and 
a Brooks Pharmacy. Before that, notes 
SPA director sue HIG8Y, the structure - 
tom down in 2010 - was the home of 
Gorman’s, a sweets and tobacco shop 
fondly remembered by Barre old-timers as 
a spot to court and spark. 

Direcdy across the street lies Depot 
Square. Now little more than a parking lot, 
it wasonce Barre's version of a piazza, says 
Higby, where. 80 years ago, the mainly 
Italian "master carvers would sit smoking 
and critiquing one another's work.” 

The SPA impresario is paying homage 
to this past — and helping ensure it re- 
mains in the present — by seeding the 
former Brooks lot adjoining the gallery 
with five granite sculptures made by con- 
temporary Barre carvers. 

Prominent among them is “Daddy’s 
Chair,” a one-ton block of white stone 
that's been perfectly contoured to a sitter’s 
back and buttocks by gmuano cecchinelli 
il A sign invites visitors to die month-old 
sculpture park to take a scat and make 
themselves comfortable. 

Nearby lies “The Supplicant" by SOPHIE 
bettmann-kerson. It's a female form carved 
in a prone, prayerful position, hands extended 

and cupped to hold the birdseed dint die artist 
considers an integral partofher piece. 


gampo wickenhejser's “Brothers From 
Machu Picchu" uses slate slabs projecting 
from a granite base to suggest an Incan 
headdress. “Key." by jerry williams, is 
exactly what its title indicates: a gigantic 
granite key laid horizontally on a stone 
pedestal with sides chiseled into chunky 
undulations. In "Crumby Art," carver JOHN 
hickory riffs on the psychedelic cartoons 
of R. Crumb to create a set of angles and 
curves that, Higby says, evokes Crumb's 
"Keep on Truckin’” cartoon. 

These pieces were painstakingly low- 
ered into place by an octogenarian crane 
operator. Francis tash. and a younger 
volunteer, JOE calcagni, whose ancestors 
established the Granite Corporation of 
Barre more than a century ago. Like the 
carvers, these two men are rock stars who 
“would not want to do anything second 
rate." Higby says. "People are really proud 
that this is happeninghere.” 

The sculpture garden is likely to be a 
temporary installation, however. The city 
now owns the 18,000-square-foot site, 
and its leaders want to construct a three- 
story, $8 million building that might house 
a grocery store, gym and offices. Higby, 
who is using the lot with permission from 
Barre officials, says it's OK with her if the 
sculpture park move eventually gives way 
to a multipurpose structure, though she 
plans to keep adding pieces - perhaps 
including a monumental work - over the 

The five pieces currently on display are 
for sale, but Higby isn’t taking commis- 
sions, so "all the money rolls back to the 
carving studios,” she says. 
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The UVM Film Series is a 
membership-based program in 
partnership with UVM's Lane 
Series, Film and Television 
Studies, and Fleming Museum 
of Art. Join fellow film-lovers 
for screenings, stimulating 
discussions, and special guest 
speakers throughout the year. 
To purchase tickets or to learn 
more about the film series call 
802-656-4455 or visit our 
website: 

www.uvm.edu/laneseries 


Sex Is Comedy 

Katherine Breillat, France, 2002 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 


Blackboards 

Samira Makhmalbaf, Iran, 2000 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 


Rosenstrasse 

Margarethe Von Trotta, Germany, 2003 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 9 


An Angel at My Table 

Jane Campion, New Zealand , 1990 

THURSDAY MARCH 15 


ISERIES 
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UVM Film Series Presents the 2011-2012 Season: 
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violence coincides with Callie and Sara's 
public display of affection. A mark of this 
play's excellence is Son's choice to struc- 
ture events out of linear sequence, avoid- 

high point. Instead, each scene — 23 in 

development in Callie and Sara’s relation- 
ship. In die process, the play becomes about 
something much deeper than gay bashing 
The prospect of missing out on necessary 
human intimacy comes to seem even more 
dangerous than a homophobe's fist. 

For Ramos, a professor of theater at 
UVM widi a particular interest in bring- 
ing diversity to die stage. Stop Kiss sounds 
a warning against becoming ‘'complacent. 1 ' 
as he puts it, in the face of dvil rights gains. 
“We tend to go through the day," he says, 
“especially in places like Burlington, VL, 
thinking that everything is really good: ‘It's 
all good now, because gay people and les- 
bian people can be married.' But in fact, we 
live in a society where there are still daily 
biased incidences and violence perpetrated 

Yet Stop Kiss, like the relationship at 
its center, transcends the “gay play” label 
Ramos calls it a coming-of-age story in its 
depiction of two people discovering who 
they are in a city rich with possibility. 
It’s also, he says, “a story about love and 
human intimacy, and how surprising and 
complex we are as human beings.” 

He notes that the play stands apart in 
dramatizing an intimate relationship be- 
tween two women. 

Stop Kiss offers Ramos’ UVM cast and 
crew die advantages of a simple set — the 
bulk of the action takes place in CallieS 
apartment — and characters close in age 
to the student actors. Buckley and Warren 
are well cast. They achieve a credible 
chemistry from beat to beat, clinging con- 
fidently to their characters across varied 
emotional terrain and evoking the vulner- 
ability that their director says he watched 
for during audi lions. 


To be “in the moment" so consistently 
is a daunting challenge, given the play’s 
unconventional structure, with its dizzy- 
ing temporal shifts. The actors hardly face 
that challenge alone. Costume designer 
and UVM professor martin thaler counts 
22 costume changes - some on stage, some 
off — for which he and his team are respon- 
sible. "The costume is the strongest visual 
statement for who a character is and what 
they stand for," Thaler says. He points out 
the irony inherent in this truism: “Our job is 
to make tile clothes disappear." 

And, in some cases, reappear — like 

moved from place to place at least three 
times backstage for different entrances. 
He praises his student assistants, mia 
haiman and brace trapnell for executing 
their duties with an air of competence and 
calm they can transfer to actors who have 
less than a minute before their next en- 
trance. To help his crew prepare for these 
lightning- quick chaises. Thaler initiated 
dress rehearsals four days ahead of a typi- 
cal schedule. 

That emphasis on preparedness. 
Thaler says, is one approach he shares 
with Ramos, with whom he worked on the 
Euro-romp La Ronde in 2007. In Stop Kiss, 
dressing the characters while covering the 
costumer's tracks will be crucial to telling 
the story clearly and inviting the audience 
into the experience. 

“I want people to see themselves in 
these characters,” Thaler says. “[This pro- 
duction] is about a group of people creat- 
ing something together and then giving it 
away. 1 think this play and production is 
such a beautiful gift to give.”® 


O Stop Kiss, directed by Gregory Ramos. 

Department of Theatre Royall Tyler 
Theatre. Burlington Thursday through 
Saturday, September 29 through October I 
and October 6 through a at 7:30 p.mc 
Saturday. October I. and Sunday. October 9. at 
2 p.m. $18. Info, 656-2094. uvmtheatreorg 
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GREW UPWITH 
BEAUTY DON’T 
DAMAGE BEAUTY. 


SUE HIGBY, STUDIO PLACE ARTS 

Is she worried that a white granite arm- 
chair will present too tempting a target 
for taggers? Higby says she's “nervously 
optimistic" that all the pieces will remain 


graffiti free. She’s installed two security 
cameras to deter vandals, but she’s relying 
more on the personal connections that run 
deep in Barre. 

“Everybody here has a grandfather, 
an uncle, or at least a friend of a friend 
who carved or works in the quarries,” 
Higby says. Besides, she says, "community 
members who grew up with beauty don't 
damage beauty." ® 


H 'Rock Solid In & Out.' SPAS annual 
exhibit of worksm stone by local artists, 
runs October 4 through Novem ber 5. 
studioplacearts.com 
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Dear Cecil, 

Would I be able to take down 
a fully grown T. rex armed 
only with my Beretta 92FS 
9mm pistol and a full dip? 
What about with a 12-gauge 
shotgun? 

Jeramie Powers 

A t a meta level, the re- 
search department was 
impressed with your 
question, Jeramie. What 

looming sovereign debt default. 
Little Ed observed, the past year 
has taught us to be ready for any- 
thing Sure, meeting up with a T. 
rex on the bike path ranks low on 
the likely crisis list However, die 
risk associated with box cutters 
was historically underestimated, 

Maybe so, Una riposted, but 
this guy is still a walking meat 
snack. Seriously, taking out a T. 
rex with a 9mm pistol? You might 
aswell try it with an ice pick. Even 
with a 12-gauge shotgun you’d be 
takings chance. 

What you want is a rifle, die 
weapon of choice for really big 
game. Lions, cape buffalo, rhinos, 
hippos and elephants have been 
successfully bagged with rifles 
for more than a century. Handgun 
aficionados will make bold claims 
for the .44 magnum revolver, 
and I've heard that poachers in 
central Africa fabricate 12-gauge 
"elephant guns" — rudimentary 
homemade shotguns loaded with 
double- power shells bearing solid 
lead slugs. These arc said to be 
effective but only at close range. 
Call me timid, but if I'm facing off 
against T. rex, I want a lot of room. 


Why stop at rifles? interjected 
Little Ed. Why not bazookas, or 
rocket- propelled grenades? 

Now Ed, Una remonstrated. 
The hallmark of the Straight Dope 
is practicality. Notwithstanding 
the need for T. rex prepared- 
ness. one doesn't want to alarm 
the populace. Even in Texas, if 
you'rc walking around with a 
Schwarzenegger-style six-barrel 

Still, the question remains 
what type of rifle would be best. 
Science fiction offers only rough 
guidelines. In L. Sprague dc 
Camp's "A Gun for Dinosaur" 
(1956), a group of time-traveling 


.600, a Holland & Holland .500 
and a Winchester loaded with 
.375 Magnum shells, the last of 
which proves crucially inadequate 
against a T. rex. Ray Bradbury's “A 
Sound of Thunder" (1952), about a 
similar expedition, specifies only 
the use of rifles and steel bullets. 
In the cheesy 1977 film The Last 
Dinosaur an ordinary hun ting riff e 
is employed. This will never da 
Don’t fret I've found an entire 
e-book devoted to selecting 
the optimal weapon. It's called 
rexGun by Stephen W. Templar, 
who explains he's spent countless 
hours since childhood dreaming 
about shooting a T. rex. This has 
enabled him to come up with the 
following guidance: 

■ In view of the giant 
reptile's speed, agility and 


aggressiveness, chances are 
you'll get only one shot. 

■ Crippling a T. rex, even if 
you're skillful enough to 
hit its fast-moving legs, is 
difficult due to its thick bones. 
So you need to shoot to kill. 

• The critter has a massive 
skull clad in dense muscle 
protecting a relatively small 
brain case, making a head 
shot pretty tough. 

• Unfortunately, T. rex’s heart 
is also well protected — your 
bullet must penetrate three 
or four inches of skin and 
abdominal bone, then travel 
several feet through more 
dense muscle to reach the 
vitals. 

You'll need more than a BB 
gun for this. Based on his study of 
bullet geometry, penetration and 


a stopping power. Templar has de- 
5 veloped a metric for ammunition 
g effectiveness he calls “Terminal 
| Medicine,” abbreviated "T.Rx." To 
reliably kill an adult tyrannosau- 
rus, he asserts, your ammo must 
haw a TJtx value of at least 93. 
If you think the animal mi gilt be 
in heavy bush, wounded, or oth- 
erwise pissed off, you may need 
something with a T.Rx value of 
106 or more. 

Templar's top-rated cartridge 
is a 4-bore Nitro, a bratwurst- 
sized round with a TRx score 
of 362 that looks like it’d punch 
through a brick wall. If you'd 
rather not have the recoil dis- 
locate your shoulder, you can 
get by with the venerable .460 
Weatherby. number 32 on his list 
which posts a respectable 113. 

Ed meanwhile was perusing 
rexGun on a Kindle. Una, he said, 
this fellow Templar soberly de- 
scribes an encounter with a living 
T. rex as though it actually hap- 
pened. I can't tell if this book is a 
put-on or the product of a disor- 
dered mind. Either way. it doesn't 
seem like the best source of sci- 
entific information. Besides, how 
much can we really know about 
this beast given that it’s been ex- 
tinct for 65 million years? Despite 
its intimidating appearance, it 
may have had the disposition of a 
pussycat Sort of like Rohm, only 
reversed. 

Ed, Una said, try not to be 

acknowledge Templar’s book 
involves ample guessing and sup- 
position. But if we removed these 
weapons from the analytical arse- 
nal, half the Straight Dope archive 
would be blank. All I can say is, 
his results look plausible. If you'd 
rather trust to spitballs, lawn 
darts, or a 9mm Beretta, that's up 
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WHISKEY 

TANGO 

FOXTROT 

We just had to ask... 

What goes on 
in the dusty old 
Star Press on 
North Avenue? 

BV KEVIN J. KELLEY 

T here's a print shop on Nordi 
Avenue in Burlington with a 
million- dollar view of Lake 
Champlain diat keeps a profile 
so low it’s all but invisible - except 
for the big white letters affixed to the 
clapboard exterior that spell out “The 
Star Press.” Passersby may wonder about 
the antiquated window displays of name 
cards and wedding invitations. Perhaps 
some pause to peer into the dimly lit 
interior, which suggests a set for a 
“Twilight Zone" episode about a ghostly 
enterprise that hasn't seen a customer 
for decades. 

But die Star Press, situated midway 
between Burlington Police Department 
headquarters and the former site of 
Burlington College, is actually open for 
business almost every weekday, as it has 
been for the past 80 years. 

Push through Ted George’s front 
door to discover the tools and decor of 
a bygone era: gray wooden consoles sit 
atop a well-worn gray wooden floor. 
Within diem, thin printer drawers 
contain blank and inked paper. Ancient 
and more modern offset and letterpress 
printing machines occupy the space, 
which is adorned with rows of posters 
for long-ago local events. One advertises 
$2 tickets for a Four Freshmen concert 
at UVM’s Patrick Gym. The jazz group's 
first big hit was in 1952. 

At tile rear of the shop, small, dusty 
windows offer a panoramic view of the 
lake and Adirondacks. 

George keeps one of his most 
noteworthy pieces of equipment tucked 
in a corner in the basement: a dust- 
covered 1916 foot-pedal printing press 


that belonged to his father. A friend of 
Simon George gave it to him in 1927. The 
friend bought die press for $2, but had 

At the time, Simon George was a 
junior at Burlington’s Cathedral High 
School, which has since been torn down. 
At first, George stowed his friend’s small 
iron press in die basement of his family’s 
home at 55 North Avenue. He began 
tinkering with it the same summer Babe 
Ruth hit 60 home runs and Charles 
Lindbergh flew solo from New York to 
Paris. Just as Gutenberg had done with 
his world- changing invention nearly 
500 years earlier, die teenager arranged 
and inked rows of movable type. 

When Simon George started 
printing name cards for classmates, his 
son relates, it caught the attention of 
Cathedral's principal, the Rev. Robert 
Joyce, who called George into his office 
one day. George feared he was in trouble, 
but the priest had a job for him: Print 
500 copies of a 5” by 7” text George had 
no idea how to fill such an order in just 
a couple of days. He didn't have enough 
type to run die job all at once, so he 


nervously printed one part of the page, 
then anodier. 

When it came time to bill Joyce for 
the job, George grossly undercharged 
for his work, his son says. Joyce later 
became Burlington's Roman Catholic 
bishop. 

That job marked the start of Simon 
George’s career — one that allowed him 
the freedom of self-employment. He 
never had to work for anyone else. Ted 
George can make the same claim. He 
inherited the Star Press — the brand 
name of that original 1916 prinlingpress 
- after his fadier moved the shop to the 
building next door, where it remains 
today. Ted George and his two siblings 
were raised in one of the two upstairs 
apartments. 

These days George prints posters for 
city departments and long-established 
local companies, such as McKenzie 
of Vermont, while also turning out 
wedding invitations and business cards. 
He works on offset as well as letterpress, 
machines. The latter gives Star Press its 
cachet among cognoscenti. 

Not many print shops operate 


letterpresses these days, notes Sean 
Melinn, a technician at Vantage Press 
on Nordi Street, which doesn’t offer the 
service. Melinn likes the old-fashioned 
machines, though, because, he says, 
“diey can do things offset and digital 
presses can’t do," such as printing the 
perforated cardboard flyers that hang 
on residential door handles. Melinn 
likens the difference between digital 
and letterpress to that between CDs and 
vinyl records. The latter crackle with 
character, he says. 

George, a trim 71 year old of 
Lebanese-French descent, says he wants 
to continue working as long as he's able. 
“I’ve got lots of retired friends who don't 
know what to do with themselves,” he 
says. George and his wife, Joyce, who 
keeps the business’ books, constitute the 
Star Press workforce. 

When a visitor asks whether he’s 
tempted to sell the property, which is 
right next to $300,000-plus condos, 
George smiles. “Maybe, if I can get my 
price,” he replies. One of his upstairs 
tenants has asked for the chance to bid 
first on the building. “The views up 
there are even better.” he says. “But I'm 
not in any hurry to leave." ® 
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A Program of ReSOURCE 


BURLINGTON 


FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH ~~ 

NEW INVENTORY 




SATURDAY • OCTOBER 1 *2011 

NEW SELECTION OF: FURNITURE 
DISHWARE • HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
SMALL APPLIANCES. ..AND MORE! 

Sponsored by the employees of: 

GE Healthcare 


ReSTORE Burlington 1 266 Pine Street 
Monday-Saturday 9:30AM - 6:00PM I 802.658.4143 


The Todd 
Lecture Series 


Fall 201 1 Event 


NORWICH 

181? UNIVERSITY" 

Todd Lecture Series 


A Conversation with Washington Power Couple, 
James Carville and Mary Matalin 


Democratic Political Consultant and CNN Contributor 
James Carville and Republican Political Consultant 
and CNN Contributor Mary Matalin 

Wednesday, October 5, 201 1, 7 p.m. 

Plum ley Armory 
Norwich University 
Northfield, Vermont 

James Carville and Mary Matalin will give audiences 
an enlightening and entertaining look at today's most 
important political issues as well as a behind-the-scenes 
look at politics inside Washington and how today's 
headlines are playing out around the country. 

This event is free and open to the public. 

Limited seating available. Call to reserve tickets. 

For more information call (802) 485-2633 or email 
ToddLectureSeries@norwich.edu 


§ 

a 


3 





— pOLI PSY ON THE PUBLIC USES Al 


3 ABUSES OF EMOTION BY JUDITH LEVINE = 


God’s Little Acres 


D arling Hill, in the Northeast 
Kingdom town of Lyndonville, 
is one of those places they call 
God's country. Blit, judging 
from the way some of the hill's residents 
are talking, God is a shortsighted stew- 
ard of his kingdom and a homophobe, to 
boot Across the nation, an increasingly 
tight coalition of the Christian and eco- 
nomic factions of die Right has installed 
that same mean deity in a new trinity, 
atop the freedom to hate and the holiest 
of holies, property rights. 

This Lyndonville story began in 2007, 
when Joan and Richard Downing built a 
24-foot cross next to dieir Chapel of the 
Holy Family on Darling Hill. The 
was lit from inside — so brightly, neigh- 
bors complained, that it outshone the 
very stars in the sky. 

In 2008, Lyndon's Development 
Review Board ordered the Downings to 
take the cross down, but allowed diem 
to put up a more modest one — about 
half die size, without lights. This, how- 
ever, was not acceptable. The couple's 
was one of three “Crosses of Dozule” in 
Vermont, and many more worldwide, 
named for a French town where Christ 
is believed to have appeared numer- 
ous times. According to the Downings, 
as quoted in an AP story, Jesus gave 
instructions about die crosses: They 
must “become lights in order to question 
hearts that are obscure." 

Never mind the Stadons of the 
Cross, the Rosary Garden and numer- 
ous other religious attractions on the 
Downings’ 800-plus acres, also home 
to a spa and beef-cattle farm. Without 
the voltage in the Dozul^ Cross, God's 
word would be flouted, they sug- 
gested — and their religious freedom 
as Catholics infringed. 

The Downings hired attorney L. 
Brooke Dingledine to appeal the board’s 
decision (that review was rejected) and, 
when die Agency of Natural Resources 
denied an Act 250 permit, to appeal 
dial to the state environmental court 
Dingledine — whose name shows up as 
counsel to every third company seeking 
to construct some giant thing in some 
unspoiled rural place — appears to be 
driven by a vision of her own: a state 
entirely obscured by immense, unsighdy 

Consistent with this mission, 
Dingledine recently introduced 
new evidence, along with the First 



Amendment argument, in the 
Downings' appeal: that the Sheffield 
wind farm — 16 400-foot turbines, 
slated for completion by Thanksgiving 
— is in the same viewshed, and this 
should change the court's consider- 
ation of the cross. In other words, the 
view got ugly. Let’s make it uglier. 

The Lyndon board andstate Agency of 
Natural Resources ignored the freedom- 
of-religion argument But the e-court 
judge could choose to pay attention to it 
Any Vermont court may consider state 
constitutional issues. It happens all die 
time in environmental court — where 
the case starts anew and the date of 
the judge’s ruling is anybody's guess — 
though the articles usually at issue are 
die ones that treat the conflict between 
private property rights and the < 


I good. “It would 
1 be a holiday for 

1 die judge to go 
g through the 

2 luscious green 
| pastures of con- 
■ stitutional law," 
8 Montpelier 

lawyer and 
former Deputy 
Secretary of 
State Paul 
Gillies told me. 

The holiday 
probably will 

the clerk looks 
up the legal 
precedent, 
however. “The 
rule in zoning 
is equal pro- 
tection," a 
spokesman 
for Americans 
United for 
Separation of 
Church and 
State told me. 
“Whatever 

apply to other 
structures also 
apply to reli- 

" If you 
light the 
windmill on 
your minigolf 
course, you 
can’t light your replica of Noah’s Ark, 

This is unlikely to assuage the 
Downings’ feeling of religious injury. 
Judging from the comments on news 
sites dial have covered the case, their 
supporters will continue to feel the pain 
— and a lot of anger — too. Nor will an 
affirmation of equal protection quiet the 
rhetoric sounding from the Right. 

In Citrus County, Fla., for instance, 
the federal designation of Kings Bay as 
a sanctuary for wintering manatees has 
drawn fury from the local Tea Party. 
Banning speedboats would contravene 
not only beachfront property owners’ 
rights, its members say, but also biblical 
and constitutional precepts. “We cannot 
elevate nature above people,” Edna 
Mattos. leader of the Citrus County Tea 


Party Patriots, told the SI. Petersburg 
Times. “That’s against the Bible and the 
Bill of Rights." 

The Left used to take heart from the 
fissure between the “moral" Right and 
the economic Right — Jerry Falwell on 
die one hand, say, and Grover Norquist 
on the other. But that split is more than 
healed. Now Scripture is routinely 
quoted to show diat taxation impedes 
the family’s biblically ordained duty to 
care for its own, God is die protector 
of private property, and environmental 
regulation usurps man's dominion over 
die Earth and its creatures. (The "evan- 
gelical environmentalists” show no sign 
of persuading their brethren on this last 

Back in Lyndonville, religion is also 
being dragged out to bolster sexual dis- 
crimination. Up the road from dieChapel 
of the Holy Family is the Wildflower 
Inn. Its owners, Jim and Mary O'Reilly, 
go way back with the Downings: From 
the 1980s to 2002, the two families ran a 
real estate development firm turned inn- 
operating corporation together,* and 
dieir websites still link. A person might 
surmise they're conferring on dieir legal 
troubles. 

Asyoumay remember, the Wildflower 
refused to host a wedding when the 
owners learned the betrothed were 
both women - and. it Hums out, they'd 
done it before. The ACLU sued the inn 
for breaking Vermont’s Fair Housing 
and Public Accommodations Act, and 
the defense recently responded. The 
ACLLFs claim is moot, it said, because 
die statute itself is unconstitutional: It 
violates the O'Reillys' "free-exercise” 
rights under both the Vermont and U.S. 
Constitutions. Free exercise, that is, of 
religion — they are Catholic — though 
die word religion isn't used. 

Historically, God’s will has been 
invoked to justify all manners of evil, 
including slavery. This time, Vermont's 
courts may reject the hallowing of hatred 
or land use by divine commandment 

But if Darling Hill is God’s country, 
for democracy’s sake somebody should 
revoke God’s constitutional rights. ® 

• Thanks lo Jack Hoffman for the research. 
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As Moretown’s 
Irene victims rebuild, 
many fear the devil 
is in FEMA’s details 


BY KEN PICARD 


D uring die Great Flood of 
1927. the Mad River turned 
furious and jumped its 
banks in Moretown, trap- 
ping scores of townspeople 
in low-lying houses. According to local 
lore, elderly residents too sick or frail to 
cross the swiftly movingcurrent needed 
help with evacuation. However, most of 
die village's horses were too spooked by 
die swirling eddies and floating debris 
to wade into the floodwaters. So a blind 
horse was led from house to house to 
ferry people to safety. 

“Something about that story just 
gets me," says Moretown resident John 
Schultz, 62, as he surveys the remains 
of his family home on Main Street. He 
and his wife, Annette, bought the place 
where they live with their daughter, 
Megan, in 1972. Since then, the property 
has served as a bed and breakfast and a 
ski school; the adjacent garage housed 
Schultz's machine shop. 

On August 28, die house underwent 
what Megan calls a “forced remodel" 
at die hands of Tropical Storm Irene. 
Within hours, floodwaters rose pre- 
cipitously. Schultz says he knew they 
were in deep trouble when neighboring 
Doctor's Brook, normally a docile rivulet 
diat feeds the Mad River, began flowing 
backward and advancing up the lawn. 

Weeks later, piles of waterlogged fur- 
niture languish behind die house in die 
afternoon sun. Some can be saved, but 
most are destined for the landfill. The 
rest of die family’s salvaged belongings 
are stacked on shelves in die stand-alone 
garage. Others were accidentally dis- 
carded by well-intentioned volunteers, 
§ who threw away intact possessions 
h along with ruined ones. 

5 “It hurt at the time, but a day or so 
2 later, you say, ‘Screw it,”' says Schultz. 
S “You hate to lose even more to the chaos, 
but that’s life." 

In die 1970s. Schultz launched 
his business Super Thin Saws in diis 
2 garage. He later moved it to its cur- 
§ rent Waterbury location, which also 
i flooded last month. Most recendy, the 
^ garage housed Megan's wedding- and 
° event-planning business. That, too. was 
obliterated by water, mud and silt dial 
w reached the ceiling fixtures. 

< Amid all the family's anguish and tears, 

z Schultz recalls a few surreal, even comi- 
| cal, moments. Days after the storm, and 
king after the road into Moretown was 
passable, a military helicopter landed, 
unannounced, behind the house. Its crew 
dropped off several cases of bottled water 
and some bandages, dien flew off. 

§ Moretown wasn't the most devas- 
< tated place in Vermont, but it got its 
g share of Irene's wrath. In all, 65 homes 


were damaged or destroyed in this cen- 
tral Vermont town of just 1600 people. 
The historic town hall flooded, as did 
die firehouse, which was under eight 
feet of water. 

Now, Moretown is a microcosm of 
what’s happening all across Vermont, 
where state officials estimate diat 
between 700 and 800 homes were de- 
stroyed or suffered major damage. Most 
of the rescuers and volunteers who 
descended on Moretown immediately 
after the storm are gone, leaving behind 
residents and town officials to pick up 
die pieces. 

Few here are openly critical of the 
initial disaster response from die state 
or the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. But some residents embarking 
on the reconstruction process seem 
to feel like diat blind horse in the '27 
flood, forging through die wreckage but 
not knowing where dieir next step will 


land. They know enough to be anxious 
about the unknown, such as the condi- 
tions FEMA may impose on individuals, 
businesses and towns. They're discover- 
ing that those conditions can vary from 
block to block, even house to house. 
And that unpredictability has left many 
on Moretown’s 100-year floodplain — 
those with or without flood insurance 
- wringing their hands as they await 
official word from FEMA. 

To make matters worse, FEMA assis- 
tance has for die past week hung in the 
balance as legislators bickered over the 
funding of federal agencies, threatening 
yet again to bring the government to a 
halt But on Monday, FEMA indicated 


that it could get through die rest of the 
budget year with the $114 million re- 
maining in its coffers. The Senate was 
dien able to agree to a deal that will pro- 
vide a seven-week extension of financ- 
ing for odier government agencies. 

On die recent September day when 
I visit, reliable information is in short 
supply. Earlier this morning, Schultz 
heard from neighbors that if FEMA 
declares his house more dian 50 percent 
damaged, he may be forced to fill in his 
basement with sand or concrete, per- 
haps even elevate the house and garage 
by several feet. Schultz estimates that 
would cost at least $ 200 , 000 , more than 
he owes on die mortgage. 


U I vaster for disaster assistance by calling 800-621-3362 (TTY: B00-462-758S) or visiting 
disasterassistance.gov. Calling confers no obligation to register, but the deadline to do so in 
Vermont Is October 31,2011. 



An engineer friend who toured the 
house assured Schultz diat FEMA would 
be hard-pressed to declare it even IS 
percent damaged; aside from personal 
belongings, most of what got ruined was 
Sheetrock, flooring wiring insulation and 
a few kitchen appliances, including the 
oven and refrigerator. But even as he waits 
to receive word from FEMA, Schultz is 
already strategizing his next move. 

“If they say we have to lift the build- 
ing and fill in the foundation, I'm going 
to fight it,” he says. “If you pay off the 
mortgage, that becomes equity. If you 
raise the building you just pissed it 
down a rat hole." 

FEMA’s damage-assessment team, 
due tliis morning, hasn't arrived yet, so 
Schultz still has many unanswered ques- 
tions. For example, he wonders whether 
the 50 percent damage estimate will be 
based on die house's market value or its 
assessed value for tax purposes. (FEMA's 
answer, I learn later: assessed value.) 

Schultz is also thinking of paying off 
his entire mortgage and not accepting 
any FEMA assistance. He reasons that, 
if the bank has no financial stake in the 
house, he can do with it as he pleases. 
But he wonders if FEMA, the state or 
the town can still require him to rebuild 
according to federal flood-hazard miti- 
gation standards. (FEMA's answer: yes.) 

Then there's the issue of historic struc- 
tures. Schultz, whose house was built in 
1820; suspects that Moretown is a historic 
village, but it’s listed on neither the na- 
tional nor die Vermont register of historic 
places. (That week, town officials offered 
conflicting answers about the designa- 
tion.) Will FEMA still require Schultz to 
elevatea historic house, fill in the cellar or 
bodi? (FEMA’s answer: It depends.) 

“Some people in town are saying 
‘Let’s wait and see what happens,'" 
Schultz says. “I'm like, ‘No, let's be 
proactive.' We don't really know what’s 
going to happen yet” 

Across Main Street from the 
Schultzes' home is a recendy repainted 
house that, at first glance, seems largely 
unscathed. However, closer inspection 
reveals diat the attached garage/mud 
room lias separated from die main house 
and slid off its foundation. The steps to 
the covered front porch are gone, re- 
placed by a rickety wooden stepladder. 
On the door, a sign-up sheet for disaster 
volunteers reads “Open House.” 

Only upon entering the house does 
one grasp the sign's double meaning 
The owner, John DiCarlo, 63, stands on 
a staircase leading to die second floor 
wearing a dust mask, scrubs and an ex- 
hausted expression. At the bottom of the 
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steps, nearly the whole floor is gone; only 
exposed crossbeams indicate where the 
living room, dining room and kitchen 
once were. Otherwise, it's a sheer drop 
to the cellar below. 

DiCarlo, who has owned this house 
for 36 years, sweeps dust off the stairs in 
a tidying effort that, to an observer, seems 
akin to rearranging the deck chairs on 
the Titanic. He and his wife, Pam Becker, 
spent much of the summer fixing up 
this 1870-vintage house: It had a high- 
tank toilet, claw-foot tub, refurbished 
doors, two-level deck. “It was beautiful," 
DiCarlo laments. Now he's surrounded 
by an empty shell that, like a movie set, 
is all fagade and no interior. The couple 
was lucky enough to have flood insurance 
coverage, but there's little they can do yet. 

“Basically, we're on hold until FEMA 
makes its determination,” DiCarlo says. A 
data -gathering team from FEMA stopped 
by earlier in the day, he explains, but a 
separate damage-assessment team is due 
back later to walk through the house, or 
what’s left of it DiCarlo was told his home 
might be deemed more than SO percent 
damaged, which could mean he must fill 
in die basement However, one FEMA 
worker who came with the first group 
told him he won’t need to jack up die 
house, a spot of good news. 

Despite his flood insurance coverage, 
DiCarlo has been told he cannot begin 
construction yet, inside or out, without 
a building permit Town officials won’t 
issue them until FEMA completes its 
damage assessments. “I hope it's a fairly 
rapid decision,” DiCarlo sighs. 

Delays aside, DiCarlo expresses no 
bitterness toward the federal disaster 
agency. “I've actually been pretty im- 
pressed with how FEMA is responding," 
he says. “We filled out their forms, and 
within a couple days they had an inspec- 
tor here ... When you're a homeowner, 
you'd love quick answers. But they've 
got a monumental job to do." 

Such bonhomie isn't shared by 
DiCarlo’s neighbor on die opposite side 
of Doctor’s Brook. There, a small house 
sits widi one wall of its foundation fully 
exposed by the flood. 

It’s die home of Meriden Nelson, 
a 72-year-old native Vermonter who’s 
lived in the house for 37 years, much 
of it with his wife, who died six years 
ago. Nelson answers die door in a black 
baseball cap and gray T-shirt featuring 
an image of a deer in die crosshairs of a 
hunter’s scope. 

Built like a fire hydrant. Nelson 
offers the meaty handshake of some- 
one who’s done physical labor most 
of his life. Indeed, for years before his 



retirement. Nelson served as the custo- 
dian at Moretown Elementary School; 
he also plowed streets in the winter. 
The morning after the flood, as resi- 
dents and volunteers slogged through 
mud and muck, Nelson fired up die 
town’s front-end loader and cleared the 
streets and sidewalks before attending 
to his own needs. 

Nelson sits down on an overturned 
bucket and offers me the only other seat 
in die house: a milk crate. The first floor 
is gutted and stripped to the subfloor- 
ing. With all the insulation gone, a light 
breeze blows through what was once 
Nelson's main living quarters. 

The house, built in 1841, has survived 
two earlier floods, Nelson reports. In '27, 
the owners chained it to trees across the 
road to keep it from washingoffits foun- 
dation. Afterward, it was raised three 
feet. This time, floodwaters rose nearly 
four feet up the first-floor wall, Nelson 
says, pointing to the high-water mark on 
a window screen. 


Hours earlier, a FEMA repre- 
sentative told Nelson he’ll probably 
need to fill in most of the basement, 
leaving just a four-foot crawl space. 
Nelson shakes his head and smiles. 
He had homeowner's insurance but 
no flood insurance, despite living in 
the 100-year floodplain. “Can't afford 
it,” he says matter-of-facdy. 

As a result, Nelson's insurance 
won’t cover any of his losses. With only 
$30,000 in the bank, he expects he'll 
exhaust it all rebuilding. Still, the retiree 
insists he wont take a dime of FEMA’s 
money because he doesn't want to play 
by its rules. 

“I only got four weeks to get in 
here before winter. I’m not gonna live 
with my son all winter long. That's a 
burden on him,” Nelson says, arms 
crossed defiantly. “I’m just gonna keep 
going, whether I’m right or wrong ... 
I'll rebuild and fight the consequences 
later." 


F looding is the most common form 
of natural disaster in the United 
States, and the one that claims the 
most lives each year. In 1968, Congress 
created the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP), a division of FEMA 
that provides federally backed flood 
insurance to qualifying businesses and 
individuals. NFIP encourages smart 
development in flood-prone areas and 
provides affordable insurance to home- 
owners there. Areas dial have at least a 1 
percent chance of flooding each year are 
considered “special flood hazard areas,” 
more commonly referred to as the “ 100 - 
year floodplain." 

Jim Bruni handles floodplain 
management and insurance for NFIP. 
According to him, about 80 percent 
of Vermont's housing stock was built 
before federal floodplain maps were 

Bruni can’t comment on particular 
cases, such as Nelson's, but he can 
talk about the consequences of one 


homeowner ignoring FEMA rules, 
which can ripple through an entire 
community. 

Bruni, who’s from Portland, Maine, 
is based in FEMA's Joint Field Office in 
Burlington but spends much of his time 
in the field assessing damaged proper- 
ties, including those in Moretown. He’s 
eager to answer questions, dispel rumors 
and convey accurate information to 
those affected by the storm. Those are 
some of FEMA’s biggest challenges right 
now, he says, along with getting people 
to register with FEMA at all. In many 
cases, Bruni says, town officials are as 
much in the dark as their constituents. 

"Most of the flood administrators 
and zoning administrators are part-tim- 
ers who’ve never experienced anything 
like this,” Bruni explains. “So, they're 
totally out of their element, swamped 
and stressed out.” 

For the purposes of Irene rebuilding, 
Bruni isn’t dealing with anyone whose 
home lies outside the 100-year flood- 
plain. As he explains, neither FEMA nor 
NFIP can impose conditions on rebuild- 
ing diose houses when diey were dam- 
aged by the storm, whether homeown- 
ers accept federal assistance or not. 

When one owner of a structure 
inside the 100-year floodplain decides 
to buck the system, however, and local 
officials look the other way, conse- 
quences can be grave. 

“[That owner] can jeopardize the 
whole town’s ability to be a member in 
good standing with NFIP," Bruni ex- 
plains. “If they’re sanctioned because 
they’re not enforcing the NFIP [rules], 
no one in town can get flood insurance. 
And that's a biggie.” 

Bruni emphasizes that homeowners 
should not assume FEMA is condemn- 
ing houses or telling people which ones 
cannot be rebuilt. As he puts it, “We 
don't malic that decision. We just run 
the numbers for the town." But, for 
some homeowners, the conditions the 
agency can impose would make rebuild- 
ing cost prohibitive. 

Currently, FEMA’s “substantial 
damage assessors" are out surveying 
structures across the state. They’re like 
real estate appraisers, Bruni explains, 
evaluating die condition of each house 
based on 12 different criteria, includ- 
ing its foundation, utilities, plumbing, 
floors, roofing, kitchen cabinets, doors, 
windows and so fordi. For each cat- 
egory, the assessors — like nuns, they 
always travels in twos — assign a value 
to the damage incurred, ranging from 
zero to 100 percent. 

“So we punch all this data into the 
software, press a button and boom! It 
spits out a number," Bruni says. 


The magic number, Bruni elaborates, 
is SO percent If a home is in the 100- 
year floodplain, and if it’s more than 50 
percent damaged and (fit's not a historic 
structure, FEMA may require a home- 
owner to rebuild according to federal 
flood-hazard mitigation standards — or 
not at all. In some cases, homeowners 
may be asked to relocate out of future 
harm’s way to continue to qualify for 
federal flood insurance. Should that be 
necessary, Bruni says, the state will set 
up a buyout program. 

Scary as that sounds, Bruni stresses 
that such worst-case scenarios are sur- 
prisingly rare. Although he has no defin- 
itive numbers yet, he predicts that fewer 
than 5 percent of all homes damaged by 
Irene in Vermont will even reach the 50 
percent threshold. 

Moreover, Bruni points out that 
FEMA’s damage assessments are by no 
means the last word. Homeowners are 
allowed to hire their own contractors 
to perform those assessments, provided 
that they’re deemed “reputable." In 
tliis and virtually all other cases, home- 
owners have the right to appeal FEMA 
determinations. 

How is Moretown faring? Thus far, 
Bruni says, the preliminary numbers 
look promising. Though he’s not at lib- 
erty to disclose house-by-house data, he 
says FEMA assessment teams haven't 
identified one house in Moretown that's 
reached the 50 percent mark. 

Bruni qualifies his comments by 
noting that he's referring strictly to 
stick-built houses. Mobile homes, he 
says, are an entirely different story. 

I n Moretown, residents of the town's 
small mobile-home park were spared 
major flood damage. The same cannot 
be said for those of Weston’s Mobile 
Home Park in nearby Berlin, most of 
whom experienced severe flooding. 

They include 64-year-old Sandra 
Gaffney, who says she just bought her 
trailer, the first home she’s ever owned, 
one year ago. Gaffney left her trailer 
on the day of the storm because she 
feared for her own safety and that of die 
developmentally disabled client witii 
whom she lives. Only hours after evacu- 
ation, she saw photos of her trailer on 
Facebook, under eight feet of water. 

Like many mobile-home residents 
across Vermont. Gaffney feels as though 
she is being “left out of the loop" in the 
rebuilding process. 

A major concern, Gaffney says, is 
the expense mobile-home owners will 
face in disposing of wrecked trailers, 
which can run upward of $4000 per 
unit. Last week, Lt. Gov. Phil Scott 
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FLYNN MAINSTAGE 


; 802-863-5966 visit Flynntix.org 
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Sitting in Limbo «p.3a 

announced plans for the rapid and af- 
fordable disposal of demolished trail- 
ers, capping the cost at $1500. Gaffney 
says even diat figure may be 
for some residents. 

“If we had the money, we’d buy a 
stick house, but we don’t,” she says, 
choking back 
tears. “We bought 
a trailer, and 
we're vulnerable. 

They're not as well 
made, but they’re 
our homes." 

Gaffney fears 
that FEMA will 
compel her to 
repair her trailer 
rather than scrap 
it, she says. She's 
concerned that. 


FEMA funds, “It ain’t over until after 
the fat lady sings. 

“You can’t blame the FEMA guys, 
because they’ve got their fingers on a 
rather substantial purse string, which is 
high a U taxpayer dollars, and it shouldn't be 
spent willy-nilly,” Jeffrey adds. “On the 
odier hand, it'd be nice to be know what 
you can do and can't do and who should 


’sbee 


sub- 


merged in eight 
feet of water, she’ll 
never get rid of the 
mold problem. 

rumors that if 
you don’t spend 
[FEMA] money 
on what diey say, 
you’re going to 
have to return it,” 
she adds. 

Though Bruni 

ment on a specific 
case, he says that, 
flooded mobile homes rarely get 
built. As lie puts it, “If it'sgot six inches 
of water in it, it’s toast.” 


I’ve 

actually 
been pretty 
impressed 
with how 
FEMA is 
responding. 

We filled out 
their forms, 
and within 
a couple days 
they had an 
inspector here. 


pay for it.’’ 

Jeffrey advises 
local officials, busi- 
nesses and home- 
owners to heed the 
advice he got from 
his southern coun- 
terparts: First, docu- 
ment everything. 
Second, try to use 
FEMA's preferred 
terminology. For 
example, if you’re 
doing debris removal, 
he says, it’s best to 
specify it's for “the 
health and safety of 
the residents" rather 
than simply calling it 
“garbage pickup." 


T wo weeks later, 
Bruni, at FEMA 
headquarters, 
has good news to 
report. Because of 
the historic nature of 
JOHN DICARLO Moretown’s village 

center, he says, its 
homeowners won’t 
n his experience, b e compelled to elevate their homes, a 
concern that caused “much gnashing of 
teeth." Additionally, no homes hit the 50 
percent damage threshold, so owners 
won't need to fill in their basements. 

W here FEMA money will go is John Hoogenboom, who chairs die 
a legitimate concern, not just Moretown Selectboard, breathes a sigh 
for homeowners but also for of relief that his town “dodged that 
businesses and municipalities. Steven bullet” and can start die next phase of 


Jeffrey is executive director of the 
Vermont League of Cities and Towns, 
which self-insures multiple small- and 
medium-sized municipalities, includ- 
ing such properties as sewage treatment 
plants, pump houses, dams, firehouses, 
city halls and the coverings on covered 


rebuilding. 

“People have already started to re- 
build,” Hoogenboom says. “Hopefully, 
FEMA will accept the fact that they 
were permitted after die fact." 

Over on Main Street, John Schultz, 
who has yet to receive any official 


bridges. Already, VLCT has processed notification from FEMA, says he'll 


$14 million in Irene-related claims o 
125 buildings in 45 municipalities, ii 
eluding Moretown. 


believe it when he sees it in print. In 
the meantime, he's nursing a strained 
back, the result of weeks of nearly 


in the days immediately after Irene, around-the-clock lifting. Still, he's 

i his family’s 


taking the long v 
predicament. 

“It’s the world's biggest pain in the 


Jeffrey was contacted by his c 
terparts in Florida. They informed 
him that the federal government is 

still disputing $140 million in awards butt, but nobody's dead,” he st 
FEMA made to cities and towns in that rebuild and you go on ... We’ll be OK, so 
state after the hurricanes of 2004 and long »s the government doesn’t decide 
2005. As Jeffrey put it, when you accept to kill us." ® 




Sep. 28 & 29 6-8:30pm 
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WHAT DOES 

SUSTAINABILITY 
MEAN TO YOU? 

Come and help to create a new 
vision for your community and 
a way forward for the region. 


OPEN STUDIO WEEKEND 

October 1 & 2 • 1 0 a.m-5 p.m. 

EMILE A. GREPPE GALLERY 

22 Barber Farm Rd, Jericho Center 


| INFO CENTER: Maps and exhibits of local 
area artists of Jericho and Underhill 
ARTISTS ON SITE: Carl Newton, Bruce 
Gilbert-Smith, Dorothy M. Warren 
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® Bolton Valley 

Vermont-. N«Hw<dly. 

312" Average snowfall 
70 trails and glades 
Vemont's only night skiing 
Terrain Park open both day and night 
20 miles from Burlington. 

10 miles off 1-89 


JAY ^ PEAK 

378" Average Snowfall 
76 trails, glades and chutes 
2,000 feet of vertical 
60 passenger Tram 
75 minutes from Burlington 


MAD RIVER GLEN 


250" Average snowfall 

45 trails, glades and "Ski It If You Can" steeps 
The Single Chair & a Cool Vibe! 

2,000 Plus Vertical Feet 
45 minutes from Burlington 


11/07/11, 



I t’s 9:30 on a Sunday morning, and 
Brenda Hartshorn is putting the 
finishing touches on an evening 
meal. It's odd timing, but Hartshorn 
has a date with a motorcycle and some 
fall foliage and wants to get this task out 
of the way. 

She grabs a chicken breast and 
slathers it with a knifeful of garlicky pub 
cheese. On top of the spread, Hartshorn 
adds a slice of Swiss cheese and a sliver 
of Black Forest ham. Then she rolls 
up the breast, dredges it in egg and 
coats it in bread crumbs. The kitchen 
in Hartshorn’s Duxbury home is like 
an assembly line, each chicken breast 
emerging identical to the one before it. 

Hartshorn, who’s been cooking 
for her family for years, chats as she 
works and doesn't bother consulting a 
cookbook. She could prepare diis dish in 
her sleep. It’s a skill that comes in handy 
when she’s supplying die Moretown 


victims working to rebuild their lives 
and livelihoods. Most of diese food 
donations are impromptu, much like 
die neighborly ones that arrive after 
a pregnancy or an illness. But in some 
communities, like Moretown, the meal 
trains are organized affairs, with scores 
of volunteers lined up to cook. Food 
is the most obvious way to sustain a 
community. 

The Moretown meal train is the 
brainchild of MicheUe Beard, who 
became the town’s de facto food 
coordinator after die storm. In the 
immediate wake of Irene, the town 
gathered for big lunches and dinners, 
catered events featuring food donated by 
nearly 20 area businesses Beard helped 
to marshal. One night, a mobile pizza 
kitchen from Open Hearth Pizza rolled 
into town to make pies. Another night, 
die community gathered to indulge 
in a lobster dinner, with crustaceans 


Meals That 
Heal 

After the flood, a community 
comes together to feed its own 

BY LAUREN OBER 


meal train, a local network that feeds 
victims of Tropical Storm Irene. 

Hartshorn pours a litde vegetable 
stock in the pan so the chicken won’t 
dry out, then pops it in the oven. She’s 
got enough to feed a family of 10, but this 
meal will need to sustain only four - 
Hartshorn; her husband, Skip WaUace; 
and a couple who have been displaced 
from their flooded Moretown home for 
the past month. Hartshorn's improvised 
dish might as well be called chicken A la 
Irene. 

Since Irene left about 2000 
Vermonters homeless in late August, 
neighbors have stepped in to take care 
of those affected. Help lias come in 
many forms - providing an extra bed, 
cleaning up, housing displaced pets. But 
in this time of crisis, die most essential 
form of assistance has remained the 
most basic: a home-cooked meal. 

In communities around the state, 
friends, neighbors and total strangers 
have been pitching in with casseroles, 
lasagnas and soups to feed flood 


donated by a Maine lobsterman who 
grew up in Moretown. 

Once things settled down and the 
pace of work slowed, die community 
meals tapered off. But, says Beard, 
there were people who still needed 
diose meals — families whose kitchens 
had been destroyed, whose houses 
were uninhabitable, or who were just 
plain exhausted from all the gutting 
and hauling. So she set up a meal train, 
seeing it as the next logical step. 

Beard’s call for volunteers yielded 
more dian 20 people willing to cook 
for the 11 families who needed help. 
“There's no end to people who are 
willing to cook for another family,” she 

Hartshorn, a teacher at Moretown 
Elementary School for die past 29 years, 
volunteered to cook because it was a 
way she could help by doing what she 
loves, she says. She's been cooking since 
she was a litde girl, so doubling a recipe 
or malting an extra pie is no trouble. 

In die beginning, Hartshorn cooked a 






couple of meals a week for two families 
Beard assigned her. She didn’t know all 
the recipients, but it didn't matter. They 
were all her neighbors in some way. 

For those families, "1 think it's nice 
to know that someone is out here still 
thinking of them," Hartshorn says. “The 
drama has died down, but not for them.” 

Now Hartshorn cooks every Sunday 
for a couple whose first floor was 
washed away; they are temporarily 


living in Fayston. She tries to involve 
the pair in meal planning so they can get 
exactly what they want. If they're tired 
of lasagna or dying for an apple pie, 
Hartshorn wants to know. 

Over the weeks, Hartshorn has 
prepared vegetable lasagna; stuffed 
zucchini squash widt rice and wheat 
germ; and her version of chicken Cordon 
Bleu. She cooks with leftovers in mind. 
For dessert, she's made an apple crisp 
drizzled in maple syrup, a honey cake 
with dried cherries and walnuts, and 
a couple of batches of chocolate-chip 
cookies. Each of the meals comes with a 
fruit plate, homemade bread and butter, 
and a few chocolate truffles. With die 
most recent meal. Hartshorn included a 
jar of her mother’s spiced currant jam. 

Hartshorn downplays her 
contribution, saying she would be 
making meals for herself and Wallace, 
anyway. Plus, she says, “I like to cook, 
and I figure they need the full meal from 
beginning to aid." 

Currendy, the number of families 
still receiving meals from die 


£ 


S 



End of season SALE! 


Up to 50% off ! 


One cMore finis 
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62 c\fain St- (Man/ye/ien 
802-223-/353 
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Learning Evaluations ♦ Individualized Instruction 

Call US Stern Center for Language and Learning 

Today! ^3|jSf 802-878-2332 ♦www.sterncenter.org/info 


CURTAIN GOING UP ON YOUR WEEKEND? 



Get box office bargains and 
local perks in your inbox with... 


Seven Days delivers deeply discounted DealTickets 
on local concerts, shows, plays, sports, comedy and more 
In between ticket deals, look for discounts on 
local shopping, services and dining. 

Sign up to receive DealTicket emails today at 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


"METAMORPHOSES" 

October 7-9 (PG-13) $90 $15 
Lost Nation Theater, Montpelier 

Don't miss out on Time Magazine's "theater event of 
the year!" "You don't need to know a thing about Greek 
mythology to understand Metamorphoses. What you 
do need to know is how creative, clever, and moving the 
show is...a work of stunning beauty and emotion that 
simply should not be missed." — New York Times 


GREEN MOUNTAIN 
DERBY DAMES 

Saturday, October 8 $8 

Champlain Valley Expo, Essex Junction 

Join the Dames for a double-header bout: Black Ice 
Brawlers vs. Elm City Derby Damez (4:30 p.m.) and 
Grade A Fancy vs. Lehigh Valley Roller Derby (7:00 p.m.) 


S 


ATTENTION PROMOTERS AND RETAILERS: 


Need some extra buzz? Try Seven Days DealTicket! 

Contact Ashley Brunelleatdealticket@sevendaysvt.com or 865-1020 x37. 
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Moretown meal train has dropped to 
six. Howland Brown's family is one of 
those. Brown is just starting to put his 
house back together after Irene; he's 
installing new insulation and has had 
workers come out to do electrical jobs. 
The long hours that he and his wife, 
Beld Auclair, devote to rebuilding make 
it difficult to cook anything beyond a 
meal from a box. But. with two children, 
eating well matters to diem. 

“It's taken off a burden,” Brown 
says of the meal train. “It’s a really nice 
feeling at the end of the day to come 
home to a nice meal." 

So far die family, currendy living in 
a neighbor’s house, has received hearty 
lasagnas with salad and garlic bread, 
Moroccan chicken withfresh mozzarella 
and sliced vegetables, lentil soup, and 
a whole roast chicken. Brown says he 
didn’t know a handful of the people 
who cooked for his family when they 


started receiving meals, but he knows 

Paula Mastroberardino is one of 
diose volunteers who is anonymous 
to some of the people who enjoy her 
home-cooked meals. But knowing the 
people she feeds is irrelevant to her, she 
says: Providing meals is just the right 
thing to do. 

So far, the Moretown resident has 
offered vegetarian shepherd's pie, 
ratatouille, polenta and a variety of 
pies with local fruit. Mastroberardino’s 
background in food preparation — she 
used to own a natural-foods market — 
lias come in handy. She understands die 
healing power of food. 

“What people have done for dieir 
neighbors,” she says, “it brings tears to 
your eyes.” © 

B Got a comment? Contact Lauren Ober 
at Lauren®sevendaysvt.com. 
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Standup for Recovery 

Local comedians search for the lighter side of Irene 


§ 


is the dirtiest joke ever told. And the point of no return, changed course 
became famous in the immediate and delivered a transcendent version of 
“The Aristocrats,” a longtime standup 
comedy staple and, as documented in 
the 2005 film of die same name, widely 
die world’s filthiest joke. 
Whether out of awe or sheer revulsion 
Gottfried's cartoonishly blue telling, 


lr| aftermath ofone of America’s great- 
l_ est tragedies. 

The Friars Club in New York City is 
renowned for its celebrity roasts. But die regarded 
organization had understandable 
vations about proceeding with a 
of Playboy magazine magnate Hugh the audience turned its groans to guf- 
Hefiier that was scheduled to take place faws, its boos to belly laughs. By die 


a mere three weeks after September 11, 
2001. Would it really be appropriate 
host a lowbrow comedy show 
celebrating the world’s most 
famous smut peddler while 
die city's grief was so fresh? 

Showbiz axioms notwithstanding, must 
die show really go on? 

The answer was yes. By most ac- 
counts, the Hefner roast was palpably 
uncomfortable. Most of the comics were 


MM 


he delivered the joke’s corny punch 
line, the entire mood of the evening 
had shifted. For at least one 
fleeting moment, the crowd 
remembered that, even in die 
face of unspeakable horror, it 
was still OK to laugh. 

This Friday, September 30, a group of 
local comedians hopes to evoke a similar 
response from audiences at Laugh-In 
for Brand-Aid. The comedy showcase at 


tentative about making jokes, and the the Brandon Town Hall benefits Brand- 
audience was skittish about laughing at 
diem. Even Hef himself, the living em- 


because of any bawdy comedic zings. It 
was probably the most awkward roast in 
history. That is, until Gilbert Gottfried the evening. He says comedy has a 


stepped onto the stage. 

The squinty comic with the nails- 
on-a-chalkboard voice was bombing. 


versal appeal other forms of entertain- 
nt simply can't offer. 

’You and I can disagree about what 


ill-conceived joke about the kind of music we’d pay to see," says Bates, 


TWin Towers turned an already ti 


a middle school teacher in Middlebury 


audience against him. Then somediing who owns rental properties in Brandon. 


remarkable happened. 
Gottfried, realizing he w 


“But everybody loves to laugh.” 
Colin Ryan agrees. 
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Burlington-based comedian, a runner- 
up at this year's Higher Ground Comedy 
Battle, will close the Brandon showcase. 
He says he hopes the show will remind 
those affected by the storm that it’s 
important to maintain a good sense of 
humor, even or, perhaps, especially in 
dark hours. 

"It’s OK to laugh,” he says. Ryan is a 
storytelling comic whose jokes typically 
evolve from awkward personal life ex- 
periences. He says that comedy helped 
him embrace his own social inelegance. 

“There is a transformative quality to 
humor,” he says. “It changes die experi- 
ence. Within pain, there is the possibil- 
ity for humor.” 

Ryan uses his most crippling per- 
sonal worry as an example. 

“As a single, childless man, my great- 
est fear in society is 
someone thinking I'm 
bang creepy,” he says. 

"But I've found a lot of 
humor in diat and real- 
ized, by talking about 
it, diat I'm not the only 

Pat Lynch is 
eran local comic who 
will perform at Friday's 
showcase. He sees 
comedy as die most effective means for 
him to pitch in and help with the Irene 
recovery effort 

“Some people can build houses; 
others can build roads or bridges," he 
says. “I'm not good at any of diat stuff. 
But I can tell jokes." 

Lynch agrees with Ryan that comedy 
can help put tragedy in perspective. 

“Comedy offers people a chance to 
get away and focus on the bigger pic- 
ture, diat there is life after all this,” he 
says. “The cleanup will still be there 
tomorrow," he continues. “But I think 
people do get tired of being down on 
themselves. So this is a chance to hope- 
fully turn diat around, if only for an 
evening." 

Using comedy as cadiarsis is one 
thing, but is diere really anything funny 
about die storm? 

“I don’t know that there is anything 
funny about Irene,” says Ryan. “But the 
fact diat we’re getting together to laugh 
about what's funny about life because 
of the hurricane ... that creates the pos- 
sibility for something great.” 

Ryan adds that the point of the 
Brand-Aid benefit is not so much find- 
ing humor in the storm, specifically. 
Radier, it's about finding humor, period. 

“One thing I’ve learned doing 


comedy is that you don’t necessarily 
have to address the room or any specific 
moment," he says. “You just have to be 

However, Ryan does have a typically 
awkward personal experience widi 
Irene on which to draw. He spent die 
storm stranded widi strangers at, of all 
places, a monastery in Weston where he 
was taking a short vacation. 

"It was weird," he says. “Shit got real.” 
He's unsure if he’ll use his experience as 
joke fodder for die show, however. 

Bates offers another viewpoint on 
addressing Irene head-on. 

“Comedians, in a weird way, can say 
that the emperor has no clothes,” says 
Bates. “They can tell the truth, what 
people are thinking, whedier it’s a joke 
about your wife, or your job, or maybe 
a flood. I'm making you 
explore a dark place in 
your head to make you 

“It's always a fine 
line," says Lynch. He 
observes that, ulti- 
mately, any situation 
has the potential for 
humor, provided the 
comedian can put it in 
a proper framework. 

"Context, with every joke, is impor- 
tant. And Irene is certainly no excep- 
tion," he explains. Then he adds, “But 
this seems like an opportunity to talk 
about something that isn't the hurri- 
cane, to remember the bigger picture." 

Bates, who has Irene-related mate- 
rial planned for die show, cautions that 
an off-color joke is almost always a risk, 
and its success can depend on the crowd. 
As an example, he points out that a joke 
that goes over well in parts of the Soudi 
might not elicit die same response from 
a nordiem audience with more delicate 
PC sensibilities. But how about a water- 
logged, flood-weary crowd? 

'You have to know your audience," 
Bates concedes. Then, without skip- 
ping a bent, he quips, “By the way, did 
you hear what Irene did to the city of 
Rudand? 

“Hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
improvements.” 

Too soon?© 



Friday, Septemter 30, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Brandon Town Hall. S10 donation. Info. 
989-8124. brandontownhall.org 



COLIN RYAN. COMEDIAN 




$9 Mercy 

CONNECTIONS 

Is business ownership right for you? 

Explore your options with our 
“Getting Serious” Workshop 
October 6, 13, 20, 27 
6:00-8:00 pm ($125) 

"My third child inspired my 
business purpose and vision and 

the Women s Small Business Program 
helped me write a well adapted, 
tested and viable plan . " 

Register today! 
802.846.7338 or 
www.wsbp.org 
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in our Clinic 
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Let the Sun Shine In 


Middlebury and Norwich students design solar-powered houses for a national competition 


§ 


a 
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L ast week in Washington, DC., the U.S. Department of Energy opened its Solar 
Decathlon, a biennial collegiate competition to design and build completely so- 
lar-powered houses. Twenty finalists from universities all over the world trucked 
their creations to the Mall and reassembled them into a futuristic neighborhood 
that's open to the public for a week. A panel is currently judging the houses on a variety 
of measures, including market appeal, engineering and — new this year — affordability. 

The big news for Vermont is that Middlebury College made the cut. The team is cur- 
rently exhibiting Self-Reliance, a 1000-square- foot dwelling styled in a streamlined ver- 
sion of the Vermont farmhouse vernacular, with a 7.2-kilowatt solar array on its gabled 

Construction costs came in at just over $250,000, which will earn the house nearly 
full points in the affordability category. Featured on PBS’ “Nightly Business Report" this 
summer, Midd’s creation is rightly gettingserious national attention. 

Mea nwhile, a different solar house is coming tolife on the Norwich University campus 
in Northfield. and not getting nearly as much press. The private military institution has a 
master's in architecture program — the only nationally accredited one in Vermont, Maine 
or New Hampshire — but Norwich’s solar house, like Midd's, is an undergraduate project. 

Sited on a back Geld, the unGnished structure is all Gat roofs and industrial-chic 
design. Narrow-cut, rough-sawn pine boards sheathe a rectangular core. Two smaller 
modules attached to either side are clad in corrugated sheets of galvanized metal Solar 
panels, when they are installed, will look entirely appropriate. Even the house's name has 
an edgy, industrial feel: RAE[V). Pronounced "rave," the acronym stands for Renewable 
Adaptable Eeo-Housing [Vermont]. 

RAE[V]’s first iteration didn't make it into the 2011 Decathlon, so in November, the 
university team will resubmit it for the 2013 competition. Whether or not it ends up on 
the Mall that year, however, the house is noteworthy for calling into question the DOE's 
definition of "affordable.” 

'Tliis is not real estate. This is realistic estate," says architecture professor Danny 
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Sagan with a grin. He and two colleagues in the department, fellow assistant prof Matt 
Lutz and adjunct Steve Kredell, have met on site to give a tour. The architects are 
among a panoply of professors across disciplines, including Edwin Schmeckpeper in 
engineering and Michael Puddicombe in business and management, who are advising 
the democratically-led student team, which consists of architecture, engineering, con- 
struction-engineering-management and even public-policy majors. RAE[V] may not look 
“quintessentially Vermont,’* the architects note, but it’s being designed and constructed 
down to the last detail with Vermonters - and their budgets — in mind. 

Bolstering tills point. Lutz starts the lour by producing a copy of die “2010 Vermont 
Housing Needs Assessment.'' The report drawn up by 
the Vermont Housing and Finance Agency, focuses on 
Vermont's 55,000 “lower-income" households — that 
is, households of renters or owners who make less than 
$41,000 a year. 

According to the report these families' housing costs 
eat up an untenable portion of dieir income: a third to, in 
20.000 cases, half. As Gina Fantoni, a junior architecture 
major who worked on RAE[V] diis summer, estimates, 

“about half of Vermont residents can’t afibrd their hous- 

can’t afford a $250,000 home, no matter how much it 
saves on energy costs. 

Enter RAE[V], a house that embraces a different 
Vermont vernacular. That corrugated metal is ubiqui- 
tous on area barns and sheds, and it's inexpensive. Plus, 

cents a board foot at a nearby lumber supplier, accord- 
ing to Sagan. The two "plug-in modules" attach to either 

side of die house's core widi $10 lag bolts. Though the students are currently rethinking 
the modules for greater adaptability, the idea is that they can be added, subtracted or 
switched around as the family widiin grows or shrinks. 

widi die plug-ins, die house is 1000 square feet, die maximum for Decathlon houses. It's 
beingdesigned to cost $110000, which includes the cost of afour-ldlowattsolar array. Lutz says. 

like all competition houses, RAE[V] connects to the grid, but energy costs will be low. 

Heat will come from an electric pump, but, given the soy-based spray-foam insulation willbegiveni 
and heat-recovery ventilation unit, residents won't need much. Excess energy produced 
duringpeak solar times will be fed back to the grid, resulting in net- zero, or better, energy 
use. That could even happen on stmny winter days, when south- facing insulated glass 
doors and windows reduce the need for heating. 

RAE[V]'s core was designed with an integrated wooden chassis that further reduces 
costs. The hidden frame allows the house to be erected on a minimal foundation: eight 
helical piers, rather than the standard, fairly pricey, poured-concrete base. And, at 14 by 
52 feet the core can be transported by truck without the costly special permit required 
by the Department of Transportation for loads any wider. (In the inaugural Decathlon, house," he adds. ' 
Lutz, then at Virginia Tech, helped lead a much more unwieldy solar house to 4th place.) 

The competition requires that solar features are building- integrated rather than, say, 
pole-mounted beside the house. But fixed roof panels ignore the angle of the sun, which 
changes seasonally, and not all sites have an optimal south-facing configuration. Lutz 
points out. So the team is looking into adjustable mounted panels that follow the sun by 
hand cranking instead of using electrical power. 


IT'S A WAY FOR PEOPLE 
TO THINK AOOUT THE 
POWER THEY USE. 


Asked if the DIY touch might earn RAE[V] fewer market-appeal points. Lutz demurs. 
"You've got your coffee mug in one hand, andyougoout and turn the handle one revolu- 
tion each morning," he says. “It's a way for people to think about the power they use." 

Choosing accessible, affordable materials hasn't meant compromising on aesthetics. 
On close inspection, for example, one notices that the pine boards don't overlap but sepa- 
rately line an outer exterior skin. Each board’s beveled top edge is painted brick red in 
contrast with the wood’s natural color. From a distance, the detail heightens the impres- 
sion of texture. And, against their professors’ recommendations, the students voted to 
spend countless hours mitering the corners where die boards meet rather dian joining 
them widi L-brackets - an easier but less elegant look- 
ing technique. 

For a mass-produced version of the structure, though, 
such labors of love will have to be eliminated in order to 
keep costs under $ 110,000 a house. The team has identi- 
fied three local builders who are willing to make a bid on 
the lx: use. minus mitering and painted edges, for actual 
mass production once construction plans are finalized. 

RAE[V]’s metal details signal more attention to 
aesthetics. The windows' minimal metal frames on the 
wood-clad core were left unsealed because the students 
liked the look of rust-colored runoff from rain. And 
instead of a mundane downspout to drain the slightly 
tilted roof, students chose a truncated metal spout that 
empties water at the roofline, where it travels down the 
side of die house in an exposed metal channel. 

“The ‘Vermont vernacular’ is gables for some," 
Kredell offers. “We think it’s more about craft and 
heightening the beauty of local materials and products.” 
is integral to architecture undergraduates' training at 
Norwich. The program is known for its hands-on approach. “We learned all kinds of 
power tools; we basically learned how a house goes together," Fantoni says of her work 
on RAE[V]. The field experience gives students “a new appreciation for materiality,” says 
Kredell. “And water," Sagan adds wryly; An earlier version of the roof leaked. 

If RAE[V] doesn't make it to the next Decathlon, its destiny is similarly practical: It 
local family. In case they live off grid, the house is beingdesigned to take 
a wood-burning stove that would require no more Ilian a cord ofwood a year, according 
to the students' heat-loss calculations. 

The Norwich solar team’s mission of true affordability resonates with Lutz's own ex- 
perience of moving to Vermont in 2007. The sole income earner in a family of four, Lutz 
found that he was able to afford a 950-square-foot house in Calais only because he had 
refurbished and made a profit on his previous house in Virginia. Without that stroke of 
luck, he says, “there’s no way we would have been able to afford this place. 

of feel like, gosh. I’m a university professor and 1 can’t afford a 950-square- foot 
does a worker ... making $14 an hour afford anything? It just makes 
toseeiL”® 
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D riving past a Quebec apple or- 
chard on a cold December day, 
one may notice what appear 
to be forgotten fruits hanging 
from die tree boughs, some covered in 
tiny icicles. But the shriveled pommes 
have not been left to rot; they’re destined 
for a noble end as ddre de glace, golden 
ice cider fermented from the dense, 
sweet juices pressed from frozen apples. 

Quebec’s hard-cider industry may 
seem relatively new — the first craft 
licenses were issued in 1989 - but the 
alcoholic apple drink has roots in the 
province that stretch back to the 1700s. 
Commonplace in early northern settle- 
ments, hard cider had so fallen in popu- 
larity by 1921 that, when Quebec enacted 
new rules to govern the production of 
alcohol, it was literally forgotten — and 
left out of the Alcoholic Beverages Act 
Because cider wasn't regulated, it was 
illegal to produce or sell in Canada until 
1970, when the oversight was corrected. 
The first companies to revive the drink's 
production made a terrible plonk that 
gave it a bad name; for a while, quality 
cider could be found only inside private 
homes and farmsteads, where people 
turned out small batches on the sly. 

In die early 1990s, artisanal produc- 
ers made a concerted effort to pull hard 
cider back into vogue. Entrepreneurs 
such as Christian Bardiomeuf, a French 
emigre who began making ice cider in 
die winter of 1990, helped develop an 
industry that now comprises 50 cider 
makers, a bona-fide cidrerie route and 
strict rules governing the drink’s pro- 
duction. The results speak for diem- 
sdves. Served ice cold, Quebec's ice 
cider is perfectly matched with soft, 
aged cheeses and pastries; sparkling ver- 
sions pair well with sushi. 

Cidre de glace can be produced in 
two ways. In cryoconcentration, fruit is 
picked in the fall, left outside to freeze 
and then crushed; in cryoextraction, 
apples hang on the bough until tempera- 
tures dip below 14 degrees Fahrenheit 
Both methods yield the sweet, concen- 
trated nectar of apples, though cryoex- 
traction produces stronger flavors. The 
cidrerie route offers ample opportuni- 
ties to try both styles. 

Cider producers are scattered 
throughout Quebec. But day trip- 
pers from Vermont who don’t want to 



Cider House 


Rules 

Quebec’s cidrerie route is only 
a hop, skip and hiccup away 


ping-pong around die province will find 
a high concentration in and around die 
village of Rougemont, less than 90 min- 
utes north of Burlington; Youcan't throw 
a frozen apple diere without hitting a ci- 
drerie. Autumn weekends in Rougemont 
involve plenty of hayrides, concerts and 
pick-your-own orchards to entertain 
children, while sipping options for the 
grown-ups range from light, rustic styles 
to more complex aged ciders. 


If your French is rusty or nonexis- 
tent, like mine, expect to communicate 
in gestures. It doesn't matter: Flavor is 
universal. Just bring a good map, since 
roads can get confusing, and, during 
warmer months, construction detours 
are commonplace. 

Here are four very different cidreries 
within 20 minutes of each other. 


food 


THE VETERAN 

Cidrerie- Verger Leo Boutin, 710 Rang 
de la Montagne. Mont Saint-Gregoire, 
450-346-3326. vergerboutin.com 

On the road to Rougemont is a bul- 
bous hillock rising from the flatlands 
— Mont Saint-Gregoire. In 1980, Leo 
and Denise Boutin purchased an or- 
chard along its 
southern flank 
and began sell- 
ing apples and 
apple jelly. They 
took occasional 
trips down to 
New England to 
compare notes 
with other apple 
growers, and 
soon their wares included apple butter, 
g unfiltered apple vinegar and, since the 
| early 1990s, apple wines and ice cider. 
J Leo Boutin is one of Quebec’s earliest 
1 artisanal hard-cider producers. 

| The portly Boutin is still a stem but 
3 welcoming presence in his roadside cafe, 
S shop and tasting room, where aromas 
|| from his wife’s pastries scent the air. 
Most of his gentle, rustic wines are low 
in alcohol and range from off-dry to very 
sweet; they've won 33 medals since 1993, 
with many of those given to the tart- 
sweet, almost syrupy Mont de Glace, an 
ice cider made from McIntosh, Cortland 
and Empire apples. "It takes many apples 
for each bottle," he says, pouring a sample; 
each slender, 375-milliliter bottle of ice 
cider is die concentrated essence of be- 
tween 50 and 75 pieces of fruit. 

Highlights of Boutin's ciders are die 
Mont Brume, a smoky elixir with hints of 
honey, and the off-dry, feadier-ligh t Cuvee 
Versant Sud. Boutin also presses wine 
from pears, cranberries and currants; the 
deep-ruby, powerful Titania, made from 
black currants, is akin to a cassis. 

listings are free, leaving visitors 
some dosh to buy one of Denise Boutin’s 
spongy apple doughnuts, a bottle of 
apple vinegar or a country-style lunch 
on the outside terrace. 

CIDER HOUSE RULES » P.46 


More food after the 
classified section, page 45 
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FOOD LOVER? ® 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE _ 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE RE AGE R RE VIEWS OF BOO- RESTAURANTS AI SEVENOAVSVT.COM/FOOO 
REGISTER TO JOIN OUR BITE CLUB YOU’LL GET FOOD NEWS IN VOUR INBOX 


® 


LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 


CONNE IT 10 M SEVENDAYS YT.COM ON ANY t 
CELLPHONE AND FIND LOCAL RESTAURANTS I 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES ANO I 
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I I BY CORIN HIRSCH & ALICE LEVITT 


Hen of the City 

POPULAR RESTAURANT TO 
ADD A BURLINGTON LOCATION 
April 2013 is a ways off, 
but Burlington is already 
buzzing about the scheduled 
opening that month of the 

HOTEL VERMONT, which will 
take up the Cherry Street 
lot between die Marriott 
COURTYARD BURLINGTON HARBOR 

and Macy’s. The new 
hotel will be notable for its 
inventive design and LEED- 
cerdfication, but its food is 
the real subject of discussion. 
Hotel Vermont will boast 
a still-unnamed restaurant 
from the team behind hen of 

THE WOOD AT THE GRIST MILL in 

Waterbury. One of the hotel's 
owners, Westport Hospitality 
founder jay canning, was able 
to convince his friend. Hen 
of the Wood chef-owner eric 
warnsteot, that two restau- 
rants are better than one. 

To help with the expan- 
sion, Warnstedt has brought 
back his former general 
manager, william mcneil. as 
co-owner. McNeil will return 
to Hen of the Wood full-time 



next Monday as general 
manager and sommelier. 

The Waterbury restaurant 
will close for renovations on 
October 22 and reopen on 
December 1. 

With McNeil back, die 
two owners will split the 
business — and the respon- 
sibilities — fifty-fifty. When 
the Hotel Vermont location 
opens, McNeil will step back 
as manager and ftinction 


more as an owner. Part of 
the pair’s balancing act will 
be running two restaurants 
with very different focuses. 
Compared widi Hen of 
die Wood, die Burlington 
restaurant "won't be so 
special-occasion, notby a 
long shot,” says Warnstedt. 

That will give the chef 
room to play. With 4000 
square feet in die Burlington 
space, Warnstedt says, "all 
the things we ever wanted 
to do, we have the staff to 
do and the space to do." 
Though details are still 
sketchy, Warnstedt says that 
it will most likely include a 
wood-fired spit, oven and 
grilL Breads, and perhaps 
pizza and flatbreads, will 
emerge from the oven. Small 
plates will help draw the bar 
crowd Warnstedt hopes to 
attract with McNeil’s alcohol 
expertise. 

Canning plans to pair 
Warnstedt and McNeil’s 
restaurant widi a downstnirs 
establishment called Jumper 
Lounge. While Wamstedt's 
eventual level of involvement 
in that project is up in the 
air, he's helping Canning 
hammer out the details. 

The pair plans a fall visit to 
Pordand, Ore., where the 
chef will show the devel- 
oper some of his favorite 
all-purpose hotel eateries. 
What Canning does know 
is that Juniper Lounge will 
probably serve three meals 
a day, including a breakfast 
featuring pastries and "coffee 
art.” Lunch isn't a certainty, 
though Canning expects that 
hotel guests and employees 
at the nearby courthouse will 
generate demand. 

Canning’s main focus at 
die lounge, however, will 
be to create a hip late-night 
scene. He lias enticed 
another friend to consult on 
buzz- worthy cocktails, tim 
dempsey. perhaps best known 
for his culinarily focused 
drinks at die inn at shelburne 
farms, was behind the bar 


Shifting Landscape 

NECI EXECUTIVE CHEF OPENS RESTAURANT 
IN BELOVED STOWE SPACE 

There arebigchanges afoot at the new England culinary 
institute — the repercussions of which are being felt on 
Mountain Road in Stowe. Next week, executive chef tom 
bivins is leaving his post to open a new restaurant crop 
bistro will occupy the building that currendy houses die 
venerable shed restaurant & brewery on Stowe's com- 
mercial strip. 

Chef-owner Bivins says his new place will open in 
mid- to late December He’ll still teach a class at NECI, 
where paul sorgule, vice president of culinary education, 
will share leadership duties with vice president of food and 
beverage operations KEVIN O’Donnell 

"The goal is to really push die local-use envelope," 
Bivins says of his restaurant. “It's die perfect venue to 
show what Vermont does best" Rather than landscaping 
Crop’s outdoor property, the chef plans to remake it into 



a garden this spring. He’ll grow hops to use in a remod- 
eled version of the Shed’s brewery. As for the cuisine, 
Bivins says, “It's not a white-tablecloth restaurant. It 
will be your popular-price restaurant concept, just much 

For their part Shed owners ken and kathy strong are 
mourning their loss. Ken and dien-partner Ted Ross 
opened the restaurant in 1965. In 1994, its original build- 
ing burned to the ground; the couple reopened after only 
11 months. According to Kathy Strong, the Shed has been 
doing well, but its lease expires on October 31, and the 
couple was not offered a chance to renew it. 

The Strongs ore currendy looking for another 
location for dieirbeloved business. “If this cannot be our 
home anymore, then we feel we owe it to so many people 
that have a special place in our heart to find a new 
home,” says Kathy. “Our loyal employees and patrons 
have made die Shed what it is, and that’s a great feeling.” 
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Catering for a Cause 

Fran lhanksgving throu^i January 15lh 
We'D be donating 1 0% of all sales 
from holiday catering toNOFA-VTs 
Fanner Emergency Fund.. 

1o book your event today, contact us at 
c atering@ski mypancake.com 
Or call Kely at 802-540-0131. 


Visit our airstream 
at UVM!!! 

University Place, M-F 8:30 am - 40) pm 


Got a flood funcfraiser? We can help! 


www.skinnypancake.com 
80 Lake SL, Burlington 540-0188 
89 Main St., Montpelier 282-2253 
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is a proud, locally-owned, 
independeni business lhai still 

eative subs sliced to order 
m fresh baked bread, and 
traditional English fish 8c Chips 
with hand cut fries and batter dipped 
haddock cooked to order. 
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$2 Draft Specials 

1/2 Price Laplatte Burger Night 
Burritos 

$4.95 Martinis 
$4 Nachos Si Wings 

Brunch 9-2. REE Wings 2-4 

NR Red Zone 

item lenttl. 70 Ro=sevelt ^ 

: come check » tut! 

Colchester 802.448.3230 bevovt.com 


1 Grand Opening Special 

Do 7c 


20% OFF! 

your entire food bill 
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Cider House Rules « R 44 

THE PRINCE 

Cidrerie Michel Jodoin, 1130 La Petite 
Caroline, Rougemont, 450-469-2676. 
micheljodoin.ca 

Over a century ago, Michel Jodoin's 
great-grandfather, Jean-Baptiste, pur- 
chased a small orchard on a rise above 
the village of Rougemont. When Michel 
Jodoin took it over in 1980, Quebec’s 
cider industry was struggling. Luckily, 
Jodoin’s forebears were longtime down- 
low makers of the stuff, so he had cider 
crafdng in his genes. He became one of 


and hints of raspberries. The golden 
Cidre de Glace, a melange of three apple 
varieties, is more traditional - punchy 
but buttery, too. 

Even more exquisite (and expensive) 
are Jodoin’s spirits. The clear Pom 
de Vie is a foil for vodka, with a crisp, 
subdy floral intensity; aged in oak for 
three years, it becomes Calijo, a deep 
amber liqueur widi notes of caramel 
and vanilla. Out of diis world is XO — an 
addictively smooth, 80-proof spirit aged 
in oak for at least eight years. The first 
batch, which has just been released, has 
a flavor similar to dial of die smoothest 
Scotches and a finish diat is both epic 
and ephemeral 
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^Organic S’ Local Produce "Full Service Deli • All Natural Groceries 

NOW OPEN UNTIL 8PM! 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • (802)453-8538 
25 Mountain View Street, Bristol, Vermont 
First left off Mountain StrccL Located Behind Shaws. 



Come see the changing colors on the slopes of Mt. Mansfield 

Check out our full bistro menu at: www.theuillagecup.com 
30 l/ermont Route 15, Jericho 899-1730 



the first artisanal producers to obtain a 
cider license in the late 1980s. Jodoin 
traveled to France to perfect his craft; 
he also obtained a distilling license to 
turn out powerful spirits such as eau de 
vie, the fermented and double-disdlled 
juice of apples. 

Now this cidrerie is one of the best- 
known producers in Quebec. Inside, bot- 
des of sparklingcider, ice cider and spirits 
are elegmtly backlit and displayed along 
brick walls. Visitors (including those 
spilling from tour buses) can wander on 
their own or take a tour through the dim 
cellar full of aging barrels and a room of 
fermentation tanks, then return to a long 
metal bar for tasting 

Jodoin's sparkling and ice ciders 
have a polish and balance that suggest 
exhaustive attention to craft The red 
tint of one of the apples grown here, 
Geneva, extends almost all die way 
dirough its flesh, lending a coral hue and 
unusual flavor to rose ciders such as the 
effervescent Cidre Rose Mousseux, with 
its notes of roses, berries and licorice. 

Geneva apples are also the star of the 
first rose cidre de glace, a moody, tart 
drink laced with mouth-watering acid 


THE HIPSTER 

Domaine Leduc-Piedimonte, 30 
Chemin de Marieville, Rougemont, 
450-469-1469. leduc-piedimonte.com 

The wooden hut at Domaine Leduc- 
Piedimonte is a jarring contrast to the 
polished expanse of Cidrerie Michel 
Jodoin. You might have to flag down 
someone to unlock die door for a tast- 
ing. Have persistence, though, and be 
richly rewarded. 

The first liquid to splash into your 
glass is from the populist, eight-ounce 
bottle of McKeown dry cider, which 
comes in four-packs. The original ver- 
sion — made from McIntosh apples 
— is light, fizzy and crisp, and tastes 
of tart green apples. The rose tint in 
die Canneberge variation comes from 
cranberries, which add a pucker to its 
candy-like sweetness. 

Owners Robert McKeown and 
Andree St-Denis, who called theorchard 
after their grandmothers’ surnames, 
also turn out a line of spariding and ice 
ciders. The off-dry Cidre Mousseux, La 
Brunante, is a blend of ice and sparkling 
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II side dishes 

I I CONTINUED FROM PAGE 45 


for die hotel’s September 21 
ground breaking, preview- 
ing the “carbon- negative” 
cocktails diat will be served 
at Hotel Vermont when it 
opens. Though Dempsey is 
only a consultant, his ultra- 
local creations are likely to 
define the menu at Juniper 
Lounge. 

If last week’s samples 
were anydiing to go by, die 
choices will be ... choice. The 
all-local cocktails Dempsey 
created that evening in- 
cluded sangria made from 
SHELBURNE ORCHARDS peaches 

and cider, and a concoction 
called “Dirty Little Pig." 

The latter was composed 

of WHISTLEPIG RYE WHISKEY. 

Vermont sapling maple 
liqueur and urban moonshine 
bitters, then topped with 
chunks of pork belly and 
cassis-soaked cherries that 
Dempsey smoked on site. 

Now all we have to do is 


Crumbs 

With an outdoor terrace fes- 
tooned with white balloons, 
panera bread opened its first 
Vermont bakery-cafe on 
Burlington’s Church Street 


last Monday. “It seems 

Vermont before,” says the 
company’s district manager, 
DAVio almond, who moved to 
the Burlington area to help 
open the store. “No. 1518" 


scene? “I think we’ll fit in 
well,” enthuses Almond. 
“Plus, we’ve given 60 
people jobs." The 120-seat 
location gave some long- 
time Panera employees a 
chance to transfer back to 
dteir home turf, he adds. 

Another Panera is 
scheduled to open early nexi 
year, in Rutland. 



was one of three stores 
that opened nationwide 
on the same day. Almond 
notes the chain “sells a 
lot of Vermont products." 
including Vermont white 
cheddar cheese and coffee 

from GREEN MOUNTAIN COFFEE 


How does he think the 
chain's baked goods — such 
as the spaceship-like 
“muffies" - will fare in 
the crowded local bakery 


Waitsfield's mintrestaurant 
and tea lounge was wrecked 
during the recent floods, but 
its owners are still cooking. 
While the interior under- 
goes extensive renovation, 

SAVITRI BHAGAVATI and ILIYAN 
oeskov have begun prepar- 
ing lunches at die nearby 
Waitsfield United Church of 


Christ on Main Street A lim- 
ited menu — there’s no tea, 
for now — is available from 
Wednesday through Sunday 
for as long as the renovatkms 
take. It’ll be at least anodier 
month, says Bhagavati. And 
here’s something different: 
You pay what you think 
die meal is worth, whether 
you're supping on soup or 


| Burlington 

|i closed for a few weeks tills 
summer - long enough 
for staff to deal with minor 
repairs and renovation. 

Now die owners are having 
trouble dispellingrumors 
dial die subterranean 
restaurant has closed for 
good. Co-owner July sanders 
insists the bistro is most 
definitely open for business. 

Last Thursday, a fire devas- 
tated PLOUGHGATE CREAMERY ill 
Albany. Owner marisa mauro 
was not available to speak 
by press time, but she wrote 
on Faeebook, “At this point 
in time, I am not sure of the 
next step but will keep you 
all posted.” Our thoughts are 
with her. 



cider from McIntosh and Paula Red 
apples: beneath its gentie effervescence 
are notes of apricots and honey. The 
still Cidre de Glace has a surprising 
citrus tang in the mouth. For die pricier 
Cidre de Glace Reserve Privee, the cider 


makers lettheirCortlandappleshangon 
the trees until December, when they pick 
the frozen fruit and then press, ferment 
and age the juice in oak barrels for up to 
18 months. The result is a layered, almost 
smoky cider, with notes of caramel, nuts 
and tropical fruit 

THE DESTINATION 

Domaine de Lavoie, 100 Rang 
de la Montagne, Rougemont. 
450-469-3894. de-lavoie.com 

A meandering dirt road takes you past 
grapevines and gnarled apple trees to 
this cidrerie, whose size and kitschy 
interior make it feel like die most tra- 
ditional tourist destination of the four. 
On weekends, live music, pig roasts and 
games encourage family visits. Adult 
treats are plentiful, too: A broad range 


of both traditional wines (made from 
northern grape varietals such as Baco 
Noir, Mareclial Foeh and Seyval Blanc) 
and ice ciders is available for sampling. 

The ciders are delicious, from die 
honey-like Bulles D’Automne sparkling 
cider (made with Cortland apples) to 
die tart Cidre de Glace, with its hint of 
green apples and cream. More unusual, 
but elegant, are Le Poire de Lavoie, a 
rich, sweet and complex cider made 
from frozen pears; and Effehl, a fortified 
red wine aged for four years in oak and 
bursting widi chocolate and toffee. 

Tasters are asked to choose four sam- 
ples for $3, but the amiable tasting room 
staff seem so proud of their line diey 
might let you try a few more. Ask for a 
sample of the fordicoming first vintage 
ice wine. The worst they can say is “Non, 
je suis desolt 1 ." © 





Taking It Slow 

Molecular cuisine at a potluck? Only from Slow Food Vermont 



O n a recent Sunday, M ara Welton 
and her husband, Spencer, 
owners of Burlington’s Half 
Pint Farm, are hosting a pot- 
luck. While she sets dieir square wooden 
table with salumi, cheese and bread, he 
fills a tablespoon measure with clear 
liquid, dien drops it in a fluid-filled bowl 
labeled “calcium lactate.” 

The first few times Welton performs 
his maneuver, clear blobs form in his 
bowl of liquid, only to break apart as 
he retrieves them. His wife fetches him 
a Japanese soupspoon, widi which he 
scoops out a perfect ball When he hands 
it to me, 1 slurp it likean oyster, and a thin 
membrane breaks, flooding my moudi 
with mintand rum. Welton’s first trickof 
the night is a molecular mojito. 

This poduck isn’t your average pasta- 
salad-and-barbecue-meatballs affair. The 
“mojito," composed of rum muddled 
with homegrown mint and mixed with 
sodium alginate, wouldn’t be out of place 
at die most avant-garde of big-city res- 
taurants. The Weltons are preparing to 
serve it to five guests in their New North 
End dining room. This is a molecular- 
gastronomy poduck organized by Slow 
Food Vermont, of which Mara Welton is 
the chapter president. Since last March, 
z she and Spencer have hosted poduck 
8 dinners — with themes such as souffles, 
g; smoked food and charcuterie - on the 
5 diird Sunday of each month, 
p The international Slow Food move- 
“j ment aims at public education, promot- 
ing high-quality local produce and meat 
over “fast,” processed options. Welton, 


who took charge of the Vermont chap- 
ter in 2008 , seeks to make that mission 
fan and accessible, even to diners on a 
budget. “In the early days, [Slow Food 
Vermont] focused a lot on SlOO-a-plate 
fundraising dinners,” she says. “That’s a 
piece of the pie, but it’s not everything. 
Some people felt a little marginalized. 
People didn't feel like they had access.” 

Now Welton makes sure most Slow 
Food Vermont events cost $25 or less. 
The poducks are free, as are the weekly 
tastings the group hosts at the Intervale 
Center’s Summervale events from June 
through August. Among the $25 activities 
are cooking classes in the Jericho kitchen 
of Jessica Bongard, chef-owner of slow- 
food catering company Plumpest Peach. 
An upcoming senes of farm visits combined 


with classes by various experts will carry 
the same pnce tag. At the first, to be held 
at Family Cow Farmstand in Hinesburg on 
October 2 , participants will make their own 
mozzarella from fresh, raw milk. 

The spirit of inclusion has been part 
of Slow Food Vermont from the begin- 
ning. says Jeff Roberts, one of its found- 
ers. In 1999. the Montpelier-based food 
histonan. also a founding member of the 
Vermont Fresh Network, hosted Slow Food 
International founder Cario Petnni on a 
whirlwind tour of Vermont food systems 
Roberts established Slow Food Vermont 
before a Slow Food USA even existed. Now, 
every two years, Roberts, Mara Welton and 
other Vermont delegates attend the Slow 
Food International Terra Madre conference 
in Italy to learn about improving sustainable 


food systems — and to share their local 
products As Roberts puts it. "We're part of 

Though Slow Food activities can have 
political undertones, Welton prefers to keep 
them that way — as subtext “In Vermont, 
we have so many great food organiza- 
tions already doing drat kind of work," 
she says of activism. “We didn’t want to 
overlap hr drat area and be redundant in 
our mission. It doesn’t need to be a main 
topic all dre time. I think eating should 
be fan." As for those who can’t eat a meal 
widrout a diatribe, Welton says, "Making 
eating hard makes it far less enjoyable. 
We're a little bombarded by [politics], 
honesdy.” 

Politics do come up this time, after 
Spencer Welton opens dre Cuisine 
R-EVOLUTION molecular gastronomy 
kit he purchased at Librairie Gourmande 
in Montreal. Among the poduck at- 
tendees are two chemical engineers. 
One of drem, when she sees soy lecithin 
in Welton's lot, remarks that she avoids 
processed soy products because they 
block necessary digestive enzymes. Soon 
the guests are discussing Italy’s recent 
yearlong ban on molecular-gastronomy 
chemicals; famed molecular-gastronomy 
chef Grant Achatz's oral cancer, which 
some blame on the (mosdy plant-based) 
chemicals he uses; and dre nutritional 
value of this particular strain of “slow 

Those concerns don’t stop anyone 
from digging in. The poducks are the 
brainchild of Spencer Welton, who chose 



medicine, integrative oncology, functional med.c.ne 


Vermont Naturopathic Clinic 

is pleased to welcome Michael Stadtmauer, n.d„ lac! 

Dr. Stadtmauer’s comprehensive Functional Medicine approach utilizes the latest in 
diagnostic testing with the most current research in how those results fit together 
to provide a complete understanding of your hormone imbalances, immune 
system function, gut function, and metabolism. Through this understanding he can 
accurately identify the cause of illness and more effectively treat it. 

Call us today at our new location in South Burlington to discover how 
naturopathic care can work for you! 


food 


this evening’s theme as an excuse to 
explore molecular gastronomy with 
friends. An environmental science 
professor at the Community College of 
Vermont, Welton says he was attracted 
to the “chemistry-set aspect” of the 
molecular kit Since not everyone has 
pipettes and xanthan gum at their dis- 
posal, this particular dinner isn’t a tradi- 
tional potluck. Guests have been asked 
to bring something to snack on, but the 
real cooking is happening by the minute 
at the Weltons’ table. 

One of the guests — and cooks — is 
Chris Wagner, a Slow 
Food Vermont board 
member, executive chef 
at the Willard Street 
Inn and manager of die 
Burlington Farmers 
Market Wagner pushes 
droplets of warm, 
sodium-alginate-infused 
balsamic vinegar from a 
syringe into a vase he’s 
filled with cold olive oil. 

The resulting pearls are 
similar in texture to tiny 
tapioca balls floating in 
bubble tea. They look 
like sturgeon caviar, but 
taste like a sweet, fruity 
balsamic reduction. 

Wagner strains die 
pearls from the oil and 
Mara Welton adds them 
to a plate of tomatoes. 

They’re some of the last 
remaining after Tropical Storm Irene's 
flooding devastated the Intervale’s 
farms, hers included. She tops the plate, 
lull of jewel-like colors, with her farm's 
micro-basil greens. 

Next, Spencer Welton pipes tomato 
puree into diin tubing provided with the 
kit He leaves the tubes in calcium lactate 
for three minutes, solidifying the sodium 
alginate-infused mixture, dien uses 
an empty syringe to force red-orange 
“pasta" from them. Each strand emerges 
with a climactic pop of air. They’re the 
width of diin spaghetti and taste like a 
pasta dinner - no sauce necessary. 

Not all of the experiments work. 
Blue-cheese “foam” doesn’t whip up 
beyond a bubbly liquid. An attempt to 
gel freshly prepared coffee into balls to 
accompany apple pie fails because of 
tiny bubbles in the liquid. But these mis- 
steps are all part o f the learning process. 
“Everyone’s going to be doing it for die 
first time,” says Mara Welton. “No one's 
an expert here ... butwecan talk aboutit 
and see if it works out.” 

Tliat experimental approach works 
for running Slow Food Vermont, as well. 
“We're die group that's willing to try,” 


says Welton. “We might as well put it 

One of Welton’s major goals is 
to better serve members outside 
Chittenden County - which has been 
difficult at times, she says, even though 
Slow Food members are most heavily 
concentrated in central Vermont One 
strategy is to help them replicate die 
events she hosts. One of Slow Food 
Vermont's 10 board members hosted a 
"Just Cook It” poduck at his Plainfield 
home last month, inviting locals to bring 
their homemade tomato sauces. 

In May, Slow Food 
Vermont partnered widi 
the Big Picture Theater 
& Cafe in Waitsfield for 
the first in an anticipated 
series called Reel Good 
Food, combining a fam- 
ily-style dinner and film 
showing. A Spanish feast 
and Pedro Almodovar’s 
Women on the Verge of a 
Nervous Breakdown at- 
tracted members of die 
Mad River Valley Film 
Club as well as Slow 
Foodies. Next on the Slow 
Food agenda: to provide 
corresponding grub for 
food-themed films at die 
Vermont International 
Film Festival in October. 

If die organization's 
schedule makes it sound 
more like a college outing 
club than a single-minded, mission- 
driven group, Welton says that’s kind 
of die point. Under her guidance, Skiw 
Food Vermont has become a meeting 
ground for food fans from all walks of 
life, from folks who attend tastings at 
Lake Champlain Chocolates to those 
who study up on the recipes of food sci- 
entist Herve This (to whom a previous 
poduck was dedicated). While tonight's 
molecular spread may seem esoteric, 
the foodie mentality is increasingly 
mainstream — and Slow Food Vermont 

“People kind of find dieir tribe when 
they join Slow Food," Welton says. “It 
feels so good to have them find some- 
thing they've been looking for in us. The 
cool offshoot is, we've become very dear 
friends with the people who participate. 
It’s as simple as just getting geeked out 
about tomato sauce widi somebody, and 
they totally understand me.” © 


B Pie next 'Just Cook It' potluck is 
October 17. 5 to 8 p.m, with a 
charcuterie theme. Space is limited. 
Reglsteratvermontslowrood.org, 



Burlington's first Cupcake Bakery 

C otiaing so On 

opening at 217 College Street 



my little cupcake 


visit our current location ot 4 Ccmrchosi street suite 101, Eccex ■ 802-872-7876 • mylittlecupcakevt com 
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MARITIME 


(802)475-2022 

www.lcmm.ori 


147 No. Winooski Ave. Old North End 540-3093 "In the old North End Rotisserie Space 
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Juried Photo Show 
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WOMENS STRENGTH & CONDITIONING CL 
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Hips Don’t Lie 

Hips thrust forward in provocative promenades. 
Steamy, closed embraces. Dcvastatingly dramatic 
dips. One is definitely the loneliest number as 
dancing duos adopt sultry attitudes in thisweekend’s 
I Tango, a sizzling ode to the Argentinean dance 
form and its music. The acclaimed Fabio Hager 
Sextet produce scorching syncopated rhythms in 
concert, then act as a live orchestra for three sets 
of top tango dancers: the smoldering Fernanda 
Ghi and Guillermo Merlo, the fiery Romina Levin 
and Claudio Villagra, and the playful Enrique and 
Guillermo de Fazio (aka Los Hermanns Macana). 
Saturday night's milonga (dance party) is a surefire 
hit. Is it getting hot in here? 


I TANGO 

Friday, September 30. and Saturday, October 1, 8 
pm. at Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center. Stowe 
Mountain Resort. Workshops with the tango stars 
begin at noon on Saturday: milonga on the stage. 10:15 
pm. on Saturday. $35-150. Info. 917-373-7446 or 760- 
4634.itangoshow.com 



Slow Like Honey 

If you could place die Honey Dewdrops’ music on a map, it would fall just where 
the duo calls home - in the foothills ofVirginia's Blue Ridge Mountains. But you'd 
have to turn back the dock nearly a century for the setting to match the dusty 
towns and sagging front porches evoked in their old-school Appalachian melodies. 
Laura Wortman and Kagey Parrish stitch together plaintive lyrics about love and 
loncsomeness with what the Saratogian calls "moonshine twang" in alluring ditties 
rife with guitar, banjo and mandolin picking. Hear these singular expressions of the 
human experience in Ripton and Tunbridge this weekend. 



Rhapsody in Bloom 


The lotus flower grows in the mucky water of still ponds and lakes, but its petals, 
which unfurl one at a time, are clean and bright — unstained despite the environment 
Su Lian Tan. a Middlebury College professor of music, and renowned flutist draws 
on that metaphor of thriving through adversity in a brand-new chamber opera 
about the gender stereotypes Chinese American women and perhaps women of all 
cultures, face. But don't compare this opera to the works of Rossini or Donizetti 
With a libretto by award-winning poet Anne Babson, Lotus Lives toys with the art 
form, overlapping elements of rap, Chinese folk music and dance-dub beats with a 
stunning video set by Tim Bartlett 


5 
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No Holds Bard 

"It is my lady, O. it is my lovel/O. that she knew she were!" Ah, young love. Nothing can 
quite match the winsome airiness of the balcony scene in Romeo and Juliet — except 
perhaps a sweet and fruity summer wine. Forget cheese or chocolate; East Shore 
Vineyard wine is paired with iconic Shakespeare scenes in Vermont Shakespeare 
Company's Vino and the Bard, a fundraiser for Shakespeare in the Park 2012. Roving 
actors mingle with the audience in a cabaret-style performance interspersed with 
tastings paired to match the esscnceofeach scene. So, Kate and Petruchio’s spirited 
wordplay in The Tamingof the Shrew? The slightly spicy, off-dry Traminette makes 
their saucy wooing decidedly full-bodied. 
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FRI.30 


art 

SENIOR ART CLASSES: in t»o-hour morning and 







calendar 


conferences 

INTERNATIONAL COMIC ARTS FORUM: See THU.29. 
9 am.-9 p.rn. 

VERMONT ART TEACHERS ASSOCIATION FALL 



dance 


ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin up: 



Slephanl Lockhart and her Colonial Spanish horses 
In a highly physical choreographic work. The Center 

Info. B 02 -657- 3227. 

I TANGO: The Fabio Hager Sextet creates sensual 







CAPITAL CITY CONCERTS: Pads' Trio Pasquler kick 



a Kick out of You'and Tve Got You Under MySkltf 
fill a lighthearted revue ol the music of Amedcan 




LEE BRICE: Hits such asTove Like Crazy" and "She 
Amt Right" fuel a country concert. Shapiro Field 


PASATONO ORQUESTA: Folklodc songs extend 






outdoors 

THE GREAT VERMONT CORN MAZE: See WED.28, 


WE WALK THE COLORFUL WOODS: Autumn coats 



seminars 





Trying to Change the Wodd." First Congregational 



Commonalities: Women Working Collaboratlvely 
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MOVIE IIIEATERSANO MORE. 
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SAT.01 


art 


24-HOUR COMICS CHALLENGE: Artists ages 16 
supplies. Preregister. Montpelier City Hall. October 


24-HOUR COMICS DAY 2011: Artists of al I ablll- 
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NORTHWEST FARMERS MARKET: Stock Upon local, 
handmade crafts. Taylor Park. St. Albans fa.m-2 


NORWICH FARMERS MARKET: Neighbors discover 



am.-l p.m. Free. Info. 384-7447. managerSnorwIdi- 
farmersmarket.org. 


PUMPKIN & APPLE CELEBRATION: Two qulntes- 



RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: Downtown 



SHELBURNE FARMERS MARKET: Harvested Irults 





and syrups. Mad River Green. Waltsfield.9 am.-l 
p.m. Free. Info, 472-8027 or 498-4734. 

WILLISTON FARMERS MARKET: shoppers seek 



health & fitness 

O WALK TO END AL2HEIMER‘S: Supporters of the 



I music 

8! A CONCERT OF ART SONGS & ARIAS: Baritone 


lor Bethany Center for the Arts. I nfo. 229-4431. 
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health & fitness 

Tibetan Buddhist tradition. Laughing River Yoga 
Burlington. l-3p.m. $5-15 suggested donation. Info. 
684-0452. vermontrsliffgmall.com. 


kids 



ORIENTEERING: Are we there yet? Kids learn to 



language 

DIMANCHES: Novice and fluent French speakers 





outdoors 

HEROIC CORN MAZE ADVENTURE See SAT, 01 10 


THE GREATVERMONTCORN MAZE: See WED.28, 



seminars 

BETTER WATCHDOG WORKSHOP See SAT.OI. 
Room l42JeanmaNeHall. ^Michael's College 


words 

WOMENS POETRY GROUP: Writers give and 



MON. 03 


film 

-PASSION?: See FRI.30, S:30 pm. 

SNOW FLOWER ANDTHE SECRET FAN' See FRI.30. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.28. 2 p.m. 
EAT LOCAL VT: See SAT.OI 9 a,m,-9p.m. 




CANTINA 


aiif.hftnf.ir, 


C lunch SL • Borlingtoi • vww£IGaU>CanliiuxoB • inb@elgaUiciiliiu.coB 


Vermont Talent Showcase & Dinner 

Saturday, October 15, 5-9pm • $25/person 

Join Vermont Kin As Parents for a night of fun, food, 

& talents from across Vermont, with Emcee Ginny McGehee, 
from WJOY AAA; Catered 

Main Street Landing Performing Arts Center, 60 Lake St., Burlington 
For Tickets 802-338-4716, 338-4725, or brendah@comcast.net 


Proceeds support VKAP's efforts to strengthen families raising 
the children of relatives. Sponsored by Northfield Savings Bank 
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outdoors 

THE GREAT VERM0NTC0RN MAZE: See WED.28 


seminars 

COMMUNITY HERBALISM CLASS: VCIH student 

preregister. Info. 224 7100 lnlo4i>YtherBcenter.org. 

CONTENTMENT IN EVERYDAY LIFE: See WED.28 


INTRO TO BUDDHISM: Know what nam-myoho- 



KEYS TO CREDIT: A seminar clears up the contus- 
ing world ol credit. 294 North Winooski Ave.. 





ZIRKA FILIPCZAK: The Williams College profos- 

llsley Public Library. Middlebury. 7 p.m. Free. Into. 
388-4095. 


theater 

•DONT DRESS FOR DINNER’ See THU.29. 7:30 p.m 
PHOTOGRAPH SV: Vermont Stage Company pro- 

Budlngton. 7:30 p.m. S24.30-32.S0, Info. 863-5966. 

PICASSO AT THE LAPIN AGILE': See WED.28. 8 p.m 
ROMEO AND JULIET: See WED.28, 7:30 p.m. 

•SKIN DEEP*: See WED.28. 1!:15 am. & 6:30 pm. 
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA': See SUN.02. 7:30 
p.m. ® 



classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
^ ) ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 



— CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 




® THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 

UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT 

CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCU! 




CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 




Ail Comer. Route 100, Watertjury. 
mctaphorofbowl^ as feminne 


music 



R ob O’Dea is on a roll He's sit- 
ting on a couch at the Tank 
Studio, the Burlington record- 
ing studio he co-owns with 
Ben Collette, ranting about the hare- 
brained shit musicians do throughout 
die process of making records. He’s 
practically yelling — his face bright pink, 
his hands waving in the air — but he's 
not pissed off. He's more, well, building 
to die punch line. 

Here's die setup: A bunch of guys he 
worked with didn't have die balls to tell 
dieir bandmate that his vocals sucked. 
Four of them listened in the control 
room with O’Dea, while die other guy, in 
die vocal booth, tried for the umpteenth 
time to nail some backup vocals. They 
all knew he sounded terrible, but they 
didn't want to break it to their bro. They 
turned to O'Dea for advice. 

“So the guys ask me, ‘Please, we want 
your opinion. What do you think?”’ says 
O'Dea, an incredulous expression on his 
face. “And what 1 think is, we should 
stop wasting an hour-and-a-half having 
die dude who can't sing sing backups!” 
O’Dea, 36, erupts into a short, loud burst 
oflaughter. 

Collette, 29, shares the sentiment 
“Someone has to speak up when 
die drummer's speeding up," he says. 
“You can’t just all sit there, tight-lipped, 
pissed about the fact diat you dumped 
seven takes and it’s not happening.” He 
sighs. “Really, it's about dealing with cli- 
s ents, just like any business," he says. 

Ji That's how it is with these two. They 
S have a million funny stories about work- 
2 ing with musicians, but they don't name 
g names. For O'Dea and Collette, each 
story seems to be about the same tiling: 
figuring out the best way to get the job 

5 Neither is new to the music business. 
§ Collette manages Phish’s studio, the 
5 Bam, and oversees all the band’s gear. 
“ O’Dea works full time at Egan Media 
° Productions, a video production, sound 
design and post-production studio in 
w Colchester. He's also played bass with 
5 everyone from Page McConnell to Deep 
z Soda to Heloise & the Savoir Faire. 

| Their goal with the Tank, which they 
opened in 2002 is to make recording ac- 
cessible to the Burlington scene. They're 
not a nonprofit, but intentionally run 
their business on a pretty slim margin. 
“We try to make it so it's not about the 
u money when people come here.” says 
3 Collette. “We’ve priced it very, very com - 
| petitively for the local market.” Record- 


the role of the producer: How much do 
you want me involved? Do you want me 
to be the guy who tells your buddy that his 
singing/guitar playing/drumming isn't 
working? Are you really going to listen to 
my feedback? OK, good Now let’s discuss 
who’s going to manage the budget. With- 
out diat direction and planning upfront, 
a two-month project could turn into an 
eight-month project, warns O’Dea. 

Some bands prefer to record at the 
Tank but have someone else mix the al- 
bum. Other bands want the opposite. It’s 
all fine with Collette and O'Dea; they of- 
fer recording, mixing, masteringand just 
about everything in between. 

Collette recently mixed local indie- 
pop band Lendway's new album. Giant 
Places, and passed it on for mastering 
to Fred Kevorkian, a nationally known 
mastering guru who’s worked with Wil- 
lie Nelson, the White Stripes and Dave 
Matthews, among others. It’s not the 
only valuable connection Collette and 
O’Dea can offer their clients. Sometimes 
they bring bands to record at Egan, or 
even to die Barn, where Waylon Speed is 
heading to record their new album. 

“They want to record live to tape in 
one big room," Collette explains. “And 
diat space is perfect for diem.” 

In addition to producing albums for 
local bands, Collette and O’Dea con- 
tribute to the long-running WRUV 90.1 
radio show “Exposure,” which airs on 
Wednesday nights at 8 p.m. The show 
promotes local music through live per- 
formances and interviews in the sta- 
tion's University of Vermont campus. 

But for the past two years, Collette 
and O'Dea have prerecorded about half 
of the show’s performances at the Tank. 
It gives them a chance to create a higher 
quality recording. They also stream the 
performances live on dieir website on 
Monday nights, along with video shot 
and edited by their buddy Justin Gural 
of the local production company Cortex. 

“Exposure" helps achieve the Tank’s 
goal of accessibility: They do the show 
pro bono. 

“It does translate to work for us," 
says Collette, though he says that’s not 
die main motivation. “It’s a nice way to 
give back to the local community and 
promote local music,” he says, “and 
purely just to make shit sound good, you 
know?" © 


Local producers Rob O'Dea and Ben Collette 
strive to make pro recording affordable 


ing is $40 an hour, or $350 for a 10-hour 
day; mixing is $150 per song, mastering, 
$50. 

In the past few years, they’ve worked 
with anybody who's anybody in the Bur- 
lington music scene, including Rough 
Francis, Lowell Thompson, Waylon 
Speed, Parmaga, Blues and Lasers, 
Lendway, the Smittens and die Pulse 


“Not to toot our own horn or any- 
thing, but we make a lot of records," says 
Collette. “Every process is different, and 
it’s whatever works for die artist we’re 
working with.” 

The recording process can be a reality 
check for musicians who haven't spent a 
lot of time in the studio, they note. A suc- 
cessful project usually starts with a thor- 
ough discussion with each band about 
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BY DAN BOLLES 


TWIB (This 
Week in 
Benefits) 

Another week, another 
round of benefit shows. This 
week, however, I’m tossing a 
nasty eurveball — someone in 
New England has to be able 
to. Right, Red Sox fans? ... 
sigh. We begin with a benny 
that has absolutely nothing 
to do with Irene. I know. 
Crazy, right? 

An aside: There is a well- 
documented phenomenon 
called “donor fatigue,” in 
which the initial outpouring 
of good will after a major 
tragedy is followed by a swift 
decline in donations and 
volunteers. After a while, 
and usually well before 
the recovery is complete, 
charity all but dries up. 

I don't have any stats to 
back myself up on this — 

I’m a music journalist, we 
don’t do numbers — but 
I’m concerned we may 
be nearing “Irene benefit 

It's understandable. There 
have been dozens of such 
shows all over the state in 
recent weeks, and plenty 
more still to come. But don’t 
lose sight of the long view. 
Our state is only beginning 
to recover. There is a lengthy 
road ahead — you know, 
once die roads are fixed ... 


too soon? I know it’s easy to 
glaze over week to week as 
benefit shows dominate the 
local music news. But stay 
with me here. It's important. 
I'll get off my soapbox now. 

Where were we? Oh, 
right. Not talking about an 
Irene benefit. (Cool your jets, 
we will in a sec.) 

This Friday, September 3(1, 
the Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge plays host to Rock for 
a Cause. Which cause, you 
say? So glad you asked! 

The show benefits the 
Milton Family Community 
Center. This is notable 
because it marks the first 
time in history I've written 
anything in this column 
about Milton. Also — and 
vastly more importantly - 
the MFCC does fantastic 
work with families in 
the Milton area, offering 
everything from early- 
childhood programs tailored 
to the specific needs of 
individual children, to after- 
school programs for teens, to 
adult-learning and general 
family-support programs. 

It’s a good lineup, 
highlighted by die 
increasingly impressive local 
rock outfit prana, who were 
finalists in the Middlebury 
Battle of die Bands earlier 
tiiis year. You can also catch 
local blues rockers rusty 
souls and Jeffersonville- 
based bar band rock-n-horse. 




Aside no. 2: 1 know I 
usually fawn over the names 
of hardcore and metal bands, 
but for sheer, shameless 
punnery, you really can’t beat 
bar bands. 

Moving on to our ongoing 
Irene benefit coverage: 
There's a good one this 
Wednesday. September 28 — 
a.k.a. the day this paper hits 
newsstands - Blueberry Jam 
III at the Blueberry Lake 
Retreat in Warren. 

Aside no. 3: 1 know a lot 
of folks are organizing Irene 
benefits on the fly, and some 
are probably not used to 
approaching the press. But if 
I could implore you folks to 
hit us up as early as possible, 
it would be a big help. Come 
to think of it, that goes for 
diose putting togedier 
regular shows, too. A good 
rule of thumb is two weeks 
in advance, at least Help me 
help you. 

Blueberry Jam sounds fun 
and features an interesting 
mix of local and national 
talent. Vermonters include 




alt-rockers louie brown and 
friends, mountain blues 

reggae outfit one over zero 
and hip-hop act memaranda. 
The headliners are Boston- 
based “funky Calypso" band 
rising tribe, and Colorado 
acoustic indie ensemble 
elephant revival. Also, there’s 
a harvest dinner buffet. So 
there's that. 

But die jam with die Jam 
is that it’s a fundraiser for 
an Irene benefit CD called 
— wait for it — Good Night 
Irene. 

Aside no. 4: OK. Enough. 
I'm officially declaring a 
moratorium on the use of the 
phrase “Goodnight Irene” 
in relation to all VT flood- 
relief benefit projects moving 
forward. It’s time to think 
of a new one, folks. “Come 
on, Irene!” perhaps? (Yes, 

I'm aware the song is called 
“Come On Eileen.” Thanks. 
One question though: How 
come no one ever diought to 
tell DEXY'S MIDNIGHT RUNNERS 

diat die title really needs a 
comma?) 

The CD, planned for 
release this week features 
15 songs from artists all over 
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SPECIAL 


1 Large 1 -Topping Pizza 
6 Wings * 2 Liter Coke Product 
1 Pint of Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream 

$19-99 


-w, 

Ciga 


ANTED: 

Cigarette Saskers 

for a UVM research Study 
of Behavioral- Biological Factors 
Affecting Cigarette Smoking. 

We are looking for people who are: 

• Healthy Alults, 18-55 wars old 

• Available once everyday for 
15 consecutive days 

We offer flexible sessions: 

• Appro ximatelv25 minutesa day 



ATTENTION 

ARTISTS 


The Vermont Artists' Space Grant (formerly 
NASA) curated by the Flynn is awarded twice 
annually, II provides Vermont artists the opportunity 
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WED. 28 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Rewind with DJ Craig 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke 9:30 p.m.. Free 

LOUNGE: Burlap to Cashmere (folk 
rock), 7:30 p.m. $10. AA 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFt: Cody 


MANHATTAN PIZZA A PUB Open MIC 
NECTAR'S: Hillbilly Humpday: 



RADIO BEAN Woeful Lonelles (rolkl 
6 p.m.. Free. EnsemDIe V (Jazz). 7:30 

p.m.. Free. Irish Sessions. 9 p.m.. Fret 
RED SQUARE: Or. Ruckus (rock). 7 
p.m.. Free. DJ Cre8 (hip-hop), 11 p.m. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Shannon 


central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam. 6 pm. 



cliamplain valley 



ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open 


northern 

BEE’SKNEES. Iroubadours ol 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc. 8 p.m. Free. 
(Improv comedyl. 7: 30 P pm, V Free. 


THU. 29 

burlington area 

MacPodz. Buzz Universe (Jam) 9 p.m 


FRANNY O’S: Karaoke 9 p.m. Free. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 



LEUNIG'S 8ISTR0 & CAFt: Mike 
Martin & Geotr Kim (Jazz), 7 p.m., Free. 
LIFT: DJ Josh Bugbee (hip-hop). 10 


MONKEY HOUSE: Pooloop. the To 


NECTAR'S Tnvia Mania with Top 
p!m. B Free/$S. 18*^* ^ V ’ 


Have You Seen This Baud? Sinceforminginearly 201 I, Los Angeles- 
based duo the mik carton kids have already become the treasured little secret of songwriting 
aficionados around die country. Based on dicir stunning first two records - bodi available for free 
download on the band's website — it’s not hard to see why. The duo plays in a deceptively simple 
style, evoldngboth the visceral appeal of back-porch Americana and the lyrical sophistication of 
contemporary folk. Find the Milk Carton Kids at the Monkey House in Winooski diis Saturday 
October 1, and at die Skinny Pancake in Montpelier this Sunday, October 2. 




NUTTY STEPH'S; Extempo (storytell - 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE A TAVERN 

(hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free. 

Champlain valley 


TABU CAFt A NIGHTCLUB: Karaoke 
Night with Sassy Entertainment S 



with DJ Deuces (hip-hop), to pm. 



PARKER PIE CO.; Butterbeans 
(bluegrass). 7:30 p.m.. Free 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Yeah Budd (rock), 10 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTARS Gary 


Benjamin Bright and Ashley Kollar. 
NYCE (lop 40). IMO p.m. Free. 


FRI.30 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 


BANANA WINDS CAFE A PUB: P; 


CLUB METRONOME: No Dlgglty: 
Return to the '90s ('90s dance party), 
9p.m..$S. 





LIFT Ladles Night 10 pm„ Free/$3. 
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the country — including 
Vermont, obviously 
performing tracks inspired 
by our fair state. Rumor has 
it, the disc may even include 
a version of “Moonlight in 
Vermont” by willie nelson. 
as well as “Soulshine" by 
warren haynes. Awesome. For 
more info on the CD, check 
out vermontirene.com 

In other benny news, 
Saturday's Higher Ground 
Ballroom show with the 
TREY ANASTASIO BAND is, 
unsurprisingly, sold out, 
as is the October 9 benefit 
with GRACE POTTER & THE 

nocturnals at the Flynn 
MainStage. However, I'm 
told there are still tickets 
available to Grace’s October 
10 solo show at Sugarbush to 
benefit the Mad River Valley 
Community Fund. In die 
event that you have a cool 
grand burning a hole in your 
pocket — yes, you read that 
correcdy: tickets are $1000 
- contact susan hemmetbi at 
shemmeter@sugarbush.com. 

Last but not least, die 
award for awesomest Irene 
benefit idea goes to beloved 
Burlington dive, the OP. Last 
Friday, September 23, die bar 


offered patrons die chance 
to take over die stereo for 
the night. For a $5 donation, 
you could hook your iPod 
up and play a five-song set 
list No idea how much they 
raised. I just hope some jerk 
didn't monopolize the hi-fi 
with five extended-jam phish 
tunes, or iron butterfly’s “In- 
a-Gadda-Da-Vidn" on repeat. 

BiteTorrent 

Happy trails. Mars Pyramid 
Records. Last week, MP 
founder jay blancharo 
unceremoniously announced 
- on Facebook - that he 
is pulling the plug on his 
experimental music micro 
label. In an email to 7D, he 
says what was originally a 
labor of love had become a 
"labor of kinda like,” which 
wasn’t enough to justify 
the amount of work he was 
puttingin to keep releasing 
records. Bummer. Blanchard 
says he'll continue making 
his own music and helping 
his friends make albums — 
he was a driving force behind 
nuda Veritas' most recent 
release But what I want to 
know is, what becomes of 
the homebrew he included 


with MP’s seasonal releases? 
That stuff was great Good 
luck. Jay. 

Innovative Intelligent Dance 
Music (IDM) producer jeff 
bu jak locks off a mondi- 
long Wednesday residency 
with Burlington hip-hop 
sensations lynguistic civilians 
at Nectar's this Wednesday, 
October 5. I'm told a silent 
disco may be involved. 


In other local hip-hop news, 
Burlington-based promoters 
ASAP Entertainment are 
teaming with Boston's 
Showoff Records for a 
monster showcase at Club 
Metronome this Sunday, 
October 2. True to dieir 
name, Showoff Records is 
bringing some serious talent, 
indudingt982 - which 
features rapper termanology 
and DJ STATIK SELEKTAH REKS. 
KAU AND JFK and DJ DEADEYE. 
Burlington will be well 
represented too, as local MCs 
colby stiltz and Memaranda 
open the show with an assist 
from DJs tj and oh-j freshhh. 

WRUV’s annual “Vinyl is 
Forever” record sale is set 
for this Saturday, October 



L at the BCA Center in 
Burlington. The daylong 
affair features performances 
from Burlington acts James 
KOCHALKA, BARBACOA. NYIKO, 
FRIDGE AND THE SPM$. and EVIL 
PIT BASTARDS. 


Band Name of the Week: 

MOUTHBREATHER. I don’t 
now why, but the name 

of BEN MADDOX'S (FARM) 

experimental-loop side 
project with ANDY frappier 
cracks me up. They'll 
be at the Bee’s Knees in 
Morrisville on Friday, 
September 30. 


Last but not least, VT expat 
and monster keyboardist 
Parker shper’s Montreal- 
based hip-hop-soul outfit 
groundfood returns to 
Vermont for a pair of 
shows diis week, featuring 
renowned rapper mc blurum 
13: Friday, September 30, at 
die Black Door in Montpelier 
and Saturday, October 1, at 
Nectar's. Welcome home, 
Parker.® 





For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-088 1 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


A 1 Year Study with Two 
Doses of Vaccine or Placebo 
Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 
Screening visit. Dosing Visits 
and Follow-up Visits 
Up to $2,120 Compensation 


VACCINE 

STUDY 


OUR COMMUNITY 
IS PART OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY. 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
FOR DENGUE FEVER 


Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 




ATTENTION 


music 


NA: NOT AVAILASIE- AA: ALLAGE L. NC:NOCOVER 


Cancer Patients and those suffering 
from other Chronic Diseases: The Green 
Herbalist is Vermont's only consultant 
on Medical Marijuana. 
Patients with Medical Marijuana 
cards may purchase: 

■ C02 Boost which increases your plant 
yield for $99 

■ Organic Roots Soil $19.99/bag 
(limit 4 bags) 

Greenv* 

Herbalist 

For more information, 
please call 802.734.7600 


"Something as thought provoking 
and ultimately moving as STOP KISS 
is a joy to experience." 

—Star Ledger. 



A poignant and funny 
award-winning play about the ways, 
both sudden and slow, 
that lives can change irrevocably. 

SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 1 
OCTOBER 6 -OCTOBER 9 

Post-Show Discussion 
Following 1 0/6 Performance 
Contains Mature Material 

DISCOUNTS & GROUP RATES AVAILABLE 
BOX OFFICE 802-656-2094 
OR ORDER ON LINE ANYTIME AT 

WWW.UVMTHEATRE.ORG 


MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Dan 

5kea Quartet (Jazz). B:30 p.m.. Free. 
MONKEY HOUSE: AM Presents: Xela 
high aura'd. Japanese Gum. Corridors 
Toby Aronson (experimental). 9 p.m. 

ON TAP BAR I, GRILL Paydirt 
(acoustic rock). S p.m.. Free. Nlghtraln 
(rock). 9 p.m.. Free. 



RUBEN JAMES: OJCreS (hlp-hopl. 
10:30 p.m.. Free 

Ri RA IRISH PUB: SupersoundsDJ 
(Top 40). 10 pjiu Free 
THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Greg Evans. 
Johnson's Crossroad (gypsy Jazz. 


central 

BAGITOS: Eric Fnedman (slnger- 


CHARLIE 0‘S: Sara Grace Band (rack). 


GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Jonny P (Top 40). 9 p.m, S3. 

PURPLE MOON PUB: John Martenls 

THE RESERVO IR RESTAURANT S, 
TAP ROOM: DJ SllmPknz All Request 
Dance Party (Top 40). 10 pm.. Free. 

SKUNK HOLLOW TAVERN: Sensible 


champlain valley 

SI MAIN: Dayve Huckett (jazz). 6 p.n 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Jam 

Man (Top 40). 10 p.m. Free. 


northern 



regional 



OUVE RIDLEY'S: Benjamin Bright 
(ongcr-songwmerUp.m.fr^e 

THERAPY: Pulse with DJ Nyce 
(hlp-hopl. 10 p.m$S. 


SAT.Ol 


burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Sturcrazie (rock I. 9 

BANANA WINDS CAPS & PUB: Open 

CLUB METRONOME: Itetronome (80s 
dance party). 10 p.m.. SS. 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke 9 p.m Free 
HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Trey 
Anastaslo Band (Jam). 9p.m.. S40. 




Mad Men With the release of their rock- and zydeco- flavored Vanguard Records debut. 
Old Mad Joy. Austin-based alt-country tricksters the gourds are now rollin' nine albums deep. Yet. 
even after nearly two decades as one of the most eccentric and provocative Americana bands around 
— see their famous, boot-stompin’ roots cover of Snoop Dogg’s “Gin & Juice” — they continue to find 
new ways to challenge audiences, and themselves. Catch them this Thursday. September 29. at the 
Higher Ground Showcase Lounge widi songwriter pat sweanv. 




POSITIVE PIE 2: Mr. Yee & Tank 
(hip-hop), 10:30 p.m. $3. 

PURPLE MOON PUB: Malicious 

THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT & 

(ATro-popI 10 p.m. Free. 

TUPELO MUSIC HALL The Susan 
Brlson Trio (jazz), B p.m., SIS. 

champlain valley 

Earl (Top 401. 9 p.m.. Free. 

GOOO TIMES CAFE: Ray Bonneville 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Rehab 
Roadhouse (blues). 10 p.m.. S3. 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Wall-Stiles (folk). 7:30 
MATTERHORN: GentTreadly (jam). 9 

MOOG'S : Grand Openl ng Party: the 
Hamlltones (rock), 9 p.m.. Free. 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop), 10 p.m,. Free 
ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego (Top 



Speed (rock). 10 p.m. Free. 


regional 

MONOPOLE House on a Spring 
(rack). 10 p.m.. Free 
OUVE RIDLEY'S: Glass Onion (rack). 
10 p.m.. NA 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: All Night 


SUN. 02 

burlington area 

V2 LOUNGE: Funhouse with DJs 

CLUB METRONOME: ASAP EnL 
Presents the Fall Showcase (hip-hop). 
9 p.m.. $7/10/15. 18+. Black to the 



REVIEW this 



The Aztext, Who 
Cares if We’re Dope? 
Vol.4 

(ELEVATED PRESS RECORDS, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD! 
With Who Cares if We’re Dope'' Vol. 4. 
die Aztext conclude one of the more 
innovative local recording projects to 
hit Queen City ears in recent memory. 
To recap, the longtime Burlington 
hip-hop stalwarts reemerged from a 
lengthy hiatus late last year with Who 
Cares if We’re Dope? Vol.l, the debut 
installment of a four-part series of EPs 
released in diree- month intervals over 
the past nine months. The brilliance of 
that approach was twofold. First, rather 
than unveil one full-length record that 
would likely have faded from memory 
after a few months, the Aztext remained 
relevant by reintroducing themselves 
to local audiences at die change of each 
season. Second, savvy marketing aside, 
it was also a cagey artistic maneuver. 

A different producer helmed each 
volume of Dope, allowing the Aztext to 
showcase their remarkable versatility. 
Vol. 1 featured the knob-tweaking 
talents of B-Town expat E Train, 
formerly of die Loyalists, and leaned 
heavily on a classic boom-bap hip-hop 
aesthetic. Vol. 2, produced by fellow 
ex-Loyalist Touchphonics, veered into 
up-tempo club-banging joints. On Vol. 3, 
the Aztext explored retro hip-hop with 
classic funk and R&B beats, courtesy of 
Romanian producer XPL. On the fourth 
and final installment, MCs Pro and 
Learie tab Dub Sonata. The renowned 
New York City-based producer imbues 
the Aztext's finale with cinematic 
bombast, drawing the curtain to a close 
in celebratory fashion. 

The opening cut, “Moment in 
Rhyme,” is a multigenerational tour de 
force It features rapper CraigG, who 


is probably best known to mainstream 
audiences as the man who helped 
coordinate the battle rap scenes in die 
Eminem pseudo-biopic 8 Mile. The 
rappeis trade verses expoundingon 
dieir earliest experiences with hip-hop. 
CraigG ruminates on RunDMC in the 
1980s, while his younger counterparts. 
Pro and Learie, recall jumping around 
to House of Pain in Reebok Pumps in 
die 1990s. 

Nostalgia is a theme throughout 
VoL 4. One reason Aztext faded from 
view in recent years was that, well, 
diey grew up. Jobs and families took 
precedence over rhymes and beats. 

Now older and wiser, die Aztext look 
back on their relationship with life and 
music. “Without You" examines artistic 
influence — as in, which bands shaped 
them and, now. as die 802’s elder hip- 
hop statesmen, dieir role in influencing 
die next generation. “My Thoughts" 
and “Peace of Mind" touch on handling 
adult responsibilities while clinging 
to childhood dreams. EP and series 
closer “Say No More” is something 
of a retrospective, a clever, brash 
confrontation of the incongruities of 
being a hip-hop act from rural Vermont, 
something the band has had to deal 
with since their 2007 debut. Witty and 
cunning, it’s classic Aztext, and a fitting 
finish to a career-defining project 

Who Cares if We’re Dope? Vol. 4 is 
available at theaztext.com. 

DAN BOLLES 

The Heckhounds, 
For the Price of 
a Haircut 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD) 

On their 2009 album. Bad Dog, central 
Vermont’s the Heckhounds introduced 
a lo-fi take on the blues that was as 
remarkable for what it offered as for 
what it lacked. The record featured a 
collection of homespun, mosdy acoustic 
original blues tunes, cleverly written 
and ably performed. What it didn’t have 
was the over-the-top bombast in vogue 
among modem blues bands. No searing 
guitar solos, wailing harp runs or 
anguished blues howls, this was blues 
distilled to its bare essence. On their 
latest album. For the Price of a Haircut, 
the Heckhounds devolve even further, 
providing a glimpse of the genre's roots 
and the band itself. 

Haircut is essentially a time capsule. 
It is a collection of material written and 
recorded over the last several years. 


most of which predates the tunes found 
on Bad Dog. And like that album, it is 
notable for what it lacks - namely, bass 
guitar. There is nary a low-end note or 
rumbling bass throb to be heard. While 
on first listen, the sound spectrum feels 
thin, by addition through subtraction 
the Heckhounds shine a light on 
their true strength: succinct, clever 
songwriting. 

Lead vocalists Hal Mayforth and 
Michael Murdock share songwriting 
duties throughout and play off each 
other well. In fact, two of the songs they 
co-wrote, album opener “New New 
Driveway Blues" and “Boston Blues," 
are true album highlights. 

Mayforth is die more direct 
tunesmith, favoring straightforward 
lyrics to metaphorical fancy. “Have You 
Heard the News?' is an apt example, 
as the singer ruminates on the reliable 
downer of reading die daily news. But 
as many a classic blues singer does, he 
offers a glimmer of hope in the chorus, 
singing, “We may be down, but we be 
down all day.” 

Murdock seems more taken with 
classic blues themes, especially women 
who done gone — and, often, left 



him cryin'. Though he’s unafraid to 
mine blues archetypes, he often puts 
a personal spin on die material diat 
raises it above contrived mimicry. For 
example, “Cell Phone Woman” is a 
delicious lament about a lover more 
focused on her phone than her partner. 
“I got a cell phone woman, you know 
she’s always on die phone / Every time I 
take her out, you know I feel like I'm all 
alone,” he sings. 

Sparse and humble, the Heckhounds' 
For the Price of a Haircut may not be 
as immediately impressive as some 
glitzier blues fare. But it's nonetheless 
compelling and enjoyable. 


® GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 



FRI10/7 

ORLA 
it- FALLON 

Tin Concert 

(Formerly of Celtic women) 


CLASSIC 

ALBUMS 


PERFORMING 

Arts Center 


Box Offloe: 802.760.4634 
SpruosPaakArts.org 


-hi-sMi 3/jo-iu/i • orm 

I TANGO 


FRM 0/1 4 • 8PM 

MICHAEL JACKSON’S 

THRILLER 


SAT 10/22 * 8PM 

THE SECOND CITY 


FRI-SAT 10/28-29 • 7PM 

MAD SCIENCE 
THEATER: CSI LIVE! 


FRM 0/21 -8PM 

“MUSIC OF THE SUN” 
ETHEL & ROBERT 
MIRABAL 




www.sos-geek.com 



1-888-SOS-GEEK 


friendly On-site Computer Support 



Can your sex life 
predict your risk for 
heart disease? 


If you are a woman, age 30-40, healthy. & 
not on hormonal contraceptives, you may 
qualify for a study that can help women take 
control of their heart health. Up to $45 
compensation for participants who qualify 
for and complete two one-hour sessions 

0 UNIVERSITY 
•V VERMONT 

Call the UVM 

Sexual Health Research Clinic 


(802) 419-0820 




Hohner- ingin When is a harmonica not a harmonica? When it's in the hands of turbine's Ryan Rightmirc. The man is 
a musical chameleon, using all manner of sonic chicanery to transform the sound of his harp from familiar blues staple to that of any 
number of other instruments - such as an organ or a turntable. And the rest of the band, all respected veterans of the rock and jam 
scene, ain't too shabby either. This Monday, October 3, Turbine kicks off a monthlong weekly residency at Nectar's. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: h 

Dead (hip-hop). 9 p.ra, $18/24. A, 

HIGHER GROU NO Sh 


RED SQUARE: DJ ZJ (hip-hop). 11 

central 

PURPLE MOON PUB: James 
McSheffrey (acoustic), 7 p.m.. Fre 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: the Milk 


MON. 03 

burlington area 

ER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Pogo, That 1 Guy (edect 


Wylie 7 p.m.. Free. 

RADIO BEAN: OpenMicBp.m.. Free 
RED SQUARE: Japhy Ryder (prog 
rock), 7 p.m.. Free. Industry Night wll 
Robbie J (hip-hop). 11 p,m. Free, 
ROZZI'S LAKESHORE TAVERN: Trlvli 
Night. 8 p.m.. Free. 

with Dakota (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free 

central 


BAGITOS: Open Ml 


TUE.04 


Mike Plche (Jazz). 6 p.m. Fro 
Bn ck (cou ntry-rock). 7 p.m f 

Nathan Reich (slnger-songw 
(honky-tonk). 10 p.m.. $3. 


champlain valley 

SI MAIN Qulzz Night (trtvla),7p.m 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster 


MANHATTAN PI) 

with Andy Lugo. 

MONKEY HOUSt 

9 p.m.. $7.18+. 

NECTAR'S Jell E . , „ 

Civilians (hip-hop. IDM),9p. 


'"gulsl 


bleV'j Jazz). 7:30 
I Cre8 (hip-hop) 


champlain valley 


SWEET CRUNCH BAKE SHOP: John 
Free. John Compagna (acoustic rack) 


MONKEY HC 


WED. 05 


FRANNY 0'S; Karaoke 9:30 p.m.. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM 






: VENUES.411 

su m ™ mu 

1/2 LOUNGE. 136 1/2 Church St_ Shelburne, 98&5UU9. 
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Wood 


en 


fooo I at cc 


on Bistro 


refined comfort fooo V at comfortable prices 

Now Open lor Lunch & Dinner 


Lunch: 11:30-2:30 Thursday-Friday 
Dinner: Tuesday-Saturday 5 pm -Closing 
Sunday open noon-closing 




The Bam at 
wHO:Boyden Farm 


FARMERS’ 

DINNER SERIES 






Never-Ending Story 

Beth Pearson, Furchgott Sourdiffe Gallery 



L ike paintings by Paul Klee and 
William Baziotes, the biomor- 
phic abstractions of Burling- 
ton artist Beth Pearson are 
rooted in the natural world while Bu- 
st ently speaking the language of formal- 
ly ism. Her spaces tend to be defined by 
S horizons and strong figure/ground re- 
2 lation ships. Her colors, while generally 
g simplified, are often legible as skies, a 
beach or even a field of green grass. Tex- 
tures — sometimes built up, sometimes 
scratched on a panel's surface - are an- 
il: other dominant force in her paintings. 
§ Pearson's current exhibition, “Recent 
5 Paintings," at Furchgott Sourdiffe Gal- 
“ lery in Shelburne, brings to life a range 
o of shapes and spaces that transcend the 
boundary between a world of objects 
w and a less easily defined visionary space. 
S Pearson's 24 paintings on display 
z range from 5-by-5-inch images up to 
| the vertically oriented 60-by-36-inch 
"Shadow of Protection.” That large 
work uses a simplified approach to 
color in conjunction with a fairly flat 
linear composition, consisting of bro- 
ken iterations of geometric shapes. 
Rectangles buried in the magenta field 
g at left are echoed by a rectangle in a 
| light-blue field in die upper-right-hand 


comer. Curves swoop through pale yel- 
low in central areas of the composition. 
At the top of the paintingresides a rug- 
ged, circular blue form that seems to be 
hanging on a red line. Technically, that 
blue form is the “figure" of the compo- 
sition, and the background of overlap- 
ping planes of yellow and crimson is 
the “ground.” 



LEGIBLE AS SKIES. 

A BEACH OR EVEN A 
FIELD BF GREEN GRASS. 


“Drama With Consequences" is an- 
other of the exhibit's larger paintings 
at 30 by 40 inches. It possesses a broad 
spectrum of lights and darks, ranging 
from cream and pale-blue textural de- 
tails to deep fields of blackness. Edges of 
the lighter-valued forms stand out crisp- 
ly over the tenebrous space in which ev- 


erything floats. At the lower left, small 
details appear — dots and raised tex- 
tures that contrast with the large brush- 
strokes dramatically sweeping over cen- 
tral areas of the composition. 

Perhaps the most literal of Pearson's 
abstractions is the 18-by-24-inch “When 
Summer Rolled Around.” It 
has a high horizon line where 
gray and steely blue meet, like 
water and sky. A series of ver- 
tical lines undulates between 
them, and a sandy-colored area at lower 
left, containing a circular form, reads 
as a beach. It’s a peaceful abstraction, 
with a clean and uncluttered color har- 
mony. Two small, red elements, like tiny 
feathers, appear inside the circle on the 
“beach,” but they’re mere grace notes in 
the broader rounded design element. 

Pearson has included many small and 
playful pieces in her show. "Mirror Mir- 
ror” is one of several S-by-5-inch pieces 
on display, while “Garden of Riches" is 
just 9 by 10 inches. 

“Mirror Mirror" almost resembles 
an aboriginal form. Coiled red lines rise 
to a striped red oval that seems to have 
grown like a flower at upper left, over a 
deep blue-black sky. Three rows of dots 
radiate from the oval. 


A pair of wings suggestive of a 
stamped print appears in “Garden of 
Riches." Tiny squares dance over the 
fields of die highly textured composi- 
tion, as if a checkerboard had exploded 
on the painting. It's festive compared 
with some of Pearson’s more reserved, 
or at least more simply com- 
posed, works such as “Mirror 
Mirror." 

In her artist's statement, 
Pearson describes her pro- 
cess tiiis way: “It’s like writing a story 
without knowing the plot. Mistakes 
are made, shallow ideas played out, 
thoughts trashed and rehashed and 
reborn.” Her process leads her to dis- 
cover narratives as she goes along, she 
explains, saying, “Watching whatever 
emotional content or narrative message 
take root in a composition is the final 

That process is rewarding for Pear- 
son's viewers, as well. 

MARC AWODEY 


Hu oug h October 25. fsgollery.com 
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TJKAWN & l-’ANtLtU' IS ACOLLA BO RATION BETWEEN SEVEN 
CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES IN WHITE RIVER JUNCTION I 
WORKS BY PAST AND PRESENT STUDENTS. THESE PAGES AR 

AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CENTER-FOR-CARTOON-STUOIES Ft 
VISIT CCS ONLINE A! CARTOONSTUOIES.ORG 







CALL TO 
ARTISTS 


JOIN THE ART SAFARI: 

Looking for a fun. new venue 



high-quality, affordable crafts 
and fine art Contact SPA Oy 


JURIED ARTIST MEMBERSHP: 












BURLINGTON-AREA ART SHOWS « P.71 


and around the Champlain Islands and northern 
VermonL Curated by BCA. Through September 30 
at Metropolitan Gallery. Burlington City HalL Info, 


'SYSTEMS IN ART': An exploration of the systems 



exhibit exploring the roleoflanguageand graphic 



TATIANA YAKUSHEVA: New paintings by the 
Speaking Volumes in Burlington. Info, S40-01 07. 



VERMONT PHOTO GROUP EXHIBIT & SALE: Work 


cetitral 

AGATHEMCQUESTON: A License to Stare,' 



Montpelier. Info, 329-4676. 



Create your own 
Holiday Cards! 



Strathmore Creatlv 6 ^ 

Warehouse Store 


|ART SUPPLY 

Jblack-horse.com 



with all these 

apples? pie.' 

"■N 


front porch forum com 

HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT 


Jgp The Argentine Tango Society presents: 





IKMj 


■ 


Claudio Villagra 
Romina Levin 


Los Hermanos Maeana 



Sept 30“ & Oct.l‘' 2011 
8 pm 

' At The Spruce Peak 
Performing Arts Center 


The Fabio Hager Sextet 

Dancers 

Fernanda Ghi 
Guillermo Merlo 


Workshops with the Tango Stars, Sat Oct 1st. starting 12 n 
Milonga on the Stage at 10 PM. 

Tickets at: 

WWW.ITANGOSHOW.COM 


CENTRAL VT ART SHOWS 




art 



IRTWALK^SJ 
'Sarah Bacon ~ felted bags 

^^frtrfuy.Oaotff/, S7_y^ 


Open Studio Weekend - October 1-2 
Info Center for brochures and preview 


89 Main at City Center, Montpelier 

www.artisanshand.com - online gift registry 



Boutiliers 


194 College Street, Burlington 
864.5475 • boutlllers.com 
M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 
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CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



"We had such wonderful care. II was a great 
experience. We never had lo ask for anything. 
Sue Zierke was fabulous." 

And Jenice and Vinny Churchill have three 
fabulous children. Asher Paul, born on Tuesday 
September 20. is the youngest, the tiniest, the 
sleepiest. He was all snuggled and content 
in his daddy's arms when we arrived - all 
7lb/l4oz. of him. His sister Madison (age 6) 
is pretty and sweet like her mama and his big 
brother Wesley (age 2 1 / 2 ) is curly-topped and 
really quite adorable in front of the camera. 
The happy Churchill family lives in Cabot. We 
wish them love, health and happiness always. 



^ = Central Vermont Medical Center 

= Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 


Best Hospital 

a(a£Xr 







ART SHOWS 



Foliage Open 
Studio Weekend 


The Vermont Crafts Council's first- 
ever fall open studio weekend offers a 
chance to peek into the workspaces of 
local artists and craftspeople, the finest 
foliage, and some Irene disaster-relief 
benefits, to boot. In Hinesburg, artist Jean 
Carlson Masseau is raffling off a limited- 
edition giclee print to benefit the United 
Way's Disaster Relief FUnd. At the Kent 
Museum in Calais. "Make Yourself at 
Home: Locally Crafted Fine Furnishings" 
features Shaker-inspired cabinetry, 
Adirondack-style twig- and bark- 
encrusted works, and mosaic and metal 
tables displayed in the brick tavern that's 
stood at the Kent's Corner crossroads for 
more than ISO years. At the reception 
Saturday afternoon, the original nude 
models from the "Men of Maple Corner" 
calendar, which got national attention 
10 years ago, perform. Donations and 
proceeds from an art auction benefit the 
Craft Emergency Relief Fund. Pictured: 
Chair by Woody Scoville. 



FLYMMTi\ 


REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 


by phoi 


in person: 153 Main St., Burlington 
i: 802-86-FLYNN, v/relay • online: www.flynntix.org 


JUST ANNOUNCED AND ON SALE 

10/18TUC ledeschi Trucks Bond® (f/nn MoinStoge 
10/22SA! The Moth Mahsloge @ flynn AtoinStage 

10/22 SAI Burlington Chamber Orchestro 201 1-12 Season (first show 10/22) @ McCarthy Arts Center, 
Saint Michael's College, (ok tester 
10/26 WED NERO © Memorial Audicrim 
1 1/2 WED tecindo Wl'nms © Flynn AtoinStoge 
12/1 THU Wonen Mfler's "lie There's No Tomorrow' (12/1-2)® flynn MoinStoge 
12/6 Tl)£ Jim Bnckmon: A (hristmos (dotation with Speed Guests @ Flynn MoinStoge 


OCTOBER 2011 

10/1 S« Vernx 

10/2 SUN Vermt 

10/3 MON 
10/5 WED 
10/6 THU 
10/6 INI 
10/7 FRI 
I0/8SAI 
10/8 StU 
10/9 SUN 
10/10 MON 
10/1 4 FRI 
10/1 5 SAT 
10/16 SON 
10/1 8 IUE 
10/20IHU 
10/21 FRI 
10/22 SAT 
10/22 SAT 
10/26 WED 
10/26 WED 
10/28 FRI 
10/28 FRI 
10/29SA! 


in Vermont Tout @ (handler (enter fa the Arts, Randolph 
in Vermont Tour ©Town Hall Theater. Woodstock 
in Vermont lour @ Fine Ails Center, Coslleiai Stole College, Costleton 
51 '( 10/5-9 oal 10/12-231© FlynnSpoce 

'69°$.' ® Ffym MdnSloge 

The Hollelujoh Gris' (10/6-9) ©Main Street lord ng Block Box Theatre 
Sara Davis Buedtna @ University of Vermont Recld Hal 
The Green Mountoin Derby Danes @ Champlain Mr ley Exposition, Essex Junction 
"My Foil lody" @ Flynn MoinStoge 

Goodnight Irene: Flood Retd fee luring Groce ftjtlei & the Nocturnals w/Spedol Guests @ Flynn MoinStoge 
Vermont Throws Itself IogetheL..with A5usic@Tte Energy Mil at Gristmll Butters. Stowe/Walerbury line 
Hot Club of Cowlown @ University ol Vermont Rectal M 
laur'ie Andeison: 'Delusion" @ Flynn MoinStoge 
DovidSedaris® Flynn ManStoge 
Tedeschi Ttucks Band © Flynn MoinStoge 
'Open Door": IndcAre ml Idon Rokhel @ Flynn MoinStoge 
of Vermont Redd hoi 

@ McCarthy Arts (ertei Saint Michael's (olege, Colchester 


i Welch® Flynn Mo 


I Release Pony ©FlynnSpoce 
lphony Orchestic: 'Atosterworks 1" ® Ftym MoinStoge 
10/29SAI Marco Bonevenlo® FtynnSpace 
10/30 SDN Saint Petersburg Siting Quartet @ University of Vermont Recital Noll 




REVIEWS 



. at the _ 

Lapin Agile 

by Steve Martin 

Performances Wednesdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
September 21 through October 8 
Stowe Town Hall Theatre, 

67 Main St. 

Tickets and information: 

www.stowetheatre.com 

802-253-3961 
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I Don’t Know How She Does It i 


W hat I’d like to know is why they 
let her keep doing it Did the 
suits responsible for grcenliglu- 

futable proof that the time had come to puli the 
plug on the Carrie Bradshaw character, that one 
did in spades. And yet here we ate, 13 years after 
Sarah Jessica Parker first voice -ore red her way 




she's given of the role that brought her fame 
This time around. Parker is a fonysomething 
Boston wife and mother of two by the name ol 
Kate Reddy. A time-warp factor afflicting the 
script by 27 


msiness trip, clocking face time with her di- 
ecl-from-Conlral-Casling brood and^ flirting 


Things only get staler and morr 
vhen Kate becomes involved wit! 
Manhattan tycoon played by Pierce 


help matters. The fil 
seem to be under the impression that Kate is 
the first movie mom to confront the challenge 
of juggling career and family. Where have these 
people been for the past 20 years? 

Not in megaplcxes, obviously. It’s jaw drop- 
ping to watch Parker pretend this stuff is fresh. 


the power to give Kate her big break in the fi- 
nancial managementgame How lowbrow is the 
writing? The first time they confer, it's by video 
feed, and - wouldn't you know it? - Brosnan 
signs on just as Parker is hiking up her skirt to 
adjust her pantyhose with her back to the cam- 

You can see where all this is headed IS min- 
utes into the film. The single surprise along the 
»ay is the performance given by the usually 
'inning Olivia Munn in the rolcofKate's assis- 
mt. She is not winning this time around. Ad- 
tittedly, Munn 







nceled se 




jr the dis 
te appeal 


imple: Early on, a typical day ofmul- 


Moneyball ★★★★ 


T he real test of a sports movie is wheth- 
er it hooks viewers who couldn't care 
less about the sport in question. Sure, 
baseball is America's national pastime, 
but most films devoted to it still hedge their bets 
with compelling off-the-field plots, such as the 
romance in Bull Durham. Or they' simplify the 
travails and triumphs of the game so much that 
even baseball ignoramuses can cheer. 

Moneyball does neither of those things. It 

dint matter, not much on-the-field action. Mast 
rooms, with jargon flying thick and fast The one 

cixe something that's really just a fluke. 

Oakland Athletics general manager Billy 
Beane (Brad Pitt) isn't it 


lg haul. The r 




he takes even baseball-indifferent viewets along 
with him. 

The film is based on Michael Lewis' non- 
fiction book Moneyball: The Art of Waning an 
Unfair Game, which follows the A's through 

offered by richer teams, Beane turned to un- 
orthodox techniques of statistical analysis to 
assemble his team - and won. His success was 

The film makes it somediing with broader rel- 


o enjoy: cutesy dia- 
logue; cliche overload; poindess "Office" -style 
mockumentary interviews with characters; 
Douglas McGrath's (Emma) style-free direc- 
tion; the fact that players actually say, "I don't 




t (Kinnear. Seth Meyers 




it try playing a charac- 
dshavv.® 

RICK KISONAK 


tale of what money can and can't buy; and of the 
thin line that can separate winners from losers. 

Winners are what the A's scouts seek early 
in the film, and. like most of us, they think they 
can identify them by "intangibles"; charisma, 
confidence, star quality. Beane, we learn in 
flashbacks, has personal reasons to doubt those 
assumptions, Dicing an unworkable budget, he 
scouts himself an out-of-thc-box thinker with 


him m an ongoing, slow-burn conflict with the 
A's - manager (Philip Seymour Hoffinan). 

Directed by Bennett Miller (Capote), Money- 
ball isn't far from a faux documentary. It seldom 

as pixelated replays (he doesn't attend games). 
Beane is the only one whose personal life im- 
pinges on the narrative, and then only in re- 
strained scenes with his young daughter (Kerris 
Dorsey), seemingly his sole confidant. 

Pitt is a natural choice for this tarnished- 
golden-boy role. His bluster contrasts amusingly 
with the soda] sheepishness of Hill's character, 

geek pride. Their odd-couple interplay is the 
heart of the film. 

Moneyball actually has mote in common 
with The Social Network than with other sports 



. stats — and the people who love them — 
sting No surprise, then, that Aaron Sor 
tributed the screenplay (with Steve Z 


there ore poor teams, ther 
then there's us." 

The film's dialogue ne 




te film 


it push 


. But it does raise doubts 
ibout whether "winner-take-aU" compensation 
ivories, and not just in sports. What’s the true 
•■alue, it asks, of someone who just knows how 
:o play boll?® 

MARGOT HARRISON 










NEW IN THEATERS 

SO/SO: Seth Rogen and Joseph Gordon- 
Levittplay two good friends grappling with 
the discovery that one of them has cancer in 
this serious comedy from director Jonathan 
(The Wackness) Levine. With Anna Kendrick 
Bryce Oallas Howard and Anjelica Huston. 
(100 min, R. Capitol. Essex. Majestic, Palace, 
Roxy) 

COURAGEOUS: Four cops who are also 
dads strive to maintain law and order on 
the streets and at home in this Inspira- 
tional drama from director Alex (Fireproof) 
Kendrick. With Kendrick. Ken Bevel and 
Kevin Downes. (130 min, PG-13. Essex) 
DREAM HOUSE: Daniel Craig and Rachel 
Weisz play a couple who move into an Idyllic 
New England house only to discover its dark 
history in this thriller whose trailer appears 
to set a new bar for gratuitous plot spoilage. 
Jim Sheridan directed With Naomi Watts. 
(92 min. PG-13. Essex, Majestic, Palace. 

MAGIC TRIP: Raw footage from Ken Kese/s 
1964 road trip with the T»1erry Pranksters' 
forms the basis of this counterculture 
documentary directed by Alex Glbney and 
Alison Ellwood. (90 min. R. Savoy) 

WHATS YOUR NUMBER?: In this comedy. 
Anna Faris plays a young woman who 
becomes obsessed with the question of 
how many sexual partners are too many on 
the road to true love, with Chris Evans, Joel 
McHale and Zachary Oumto. Mark Mylod 
directed. (106 min. R. Bijou. Capitol, Essex. 
Majestic. Palace, Welden) 

NOW PLAYING 

ABDUCTION* 1/2 In which we learn whether 
Taylor Lautner, of "Team Jacob" fame, can 
carry a movie. He plays a teen who uncovers 
disturbing truths about his parentage in this 
thriller from director John Singleton. With 
Lily Collins, Alfred Molina and Sigourney 
Weaver. (106 min, PG-13. Bijou. Capitol. 

Essex. Majestic Palace. Stowe. Welden) 
BRIGHTON ROCK*** Director Rowan Joffe 
has updated Graham Greene's novel about 
a young criminal rising in histown's seedy 
underground to the swinging '60s. With Sam 
Riley, Andrea Riseborough and Helen Mirren. 
(HI min, NR. Savoy) 

BUCK**** Cindy Meehl directed this 
documentary about Buck Brannaman, the 
Cesar Milan of the horse world, whose spe- 
cial empathy with equ ines has impressed 
among others, Robert Redford. (88 min, PG. 

CONTAGION**** A deadly airborne virus 
menaces a star-studded cast —and the rest 
of the globe - In this thriller from Steven 
Soderbergh. With Matt Damon, Kate Winslet. 
Jude Law, Marion Cotillard and Gwyneth 


ratings 

* = refund, please 
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Marquis, Palace. Paramount Roxy, Sunset) 
THE DEBT*** Two retired Mossad secret 
agents find themselves revisiting one of 
their successful Nazi-hunting missions in 
this thriller from director John (Shakespeare 
in Love ) Madden. Starring Jessica Chastain. 

Wilkinson. (114 min, R. Palace: ends 9/29) 
DOLPHI N TALE* * * A marine biologist and 
a young boy fight to save a dolphin caught 
in a trap in this family drama based on a 
true story. With Harry Connick Jr.. Ashley 
Judd. Nathan Gamble and Morgan Freeman. 
Charles Martin Smith di rected. (112 min. PG. 
Bijou. Essex |3-Dl Majestic |3-D). Marquis. 
Palace. Paramount (3-D], Stowe, Sunset 
Welden ) 

DRIVE* * * *1/2 Ryan Gosli ng plays a 
Hoi lywood stunt man who finds himself driv- 
ing for his life in this festival -favorite action 
flick from director Nicolas Winding Refh. 

With Carey Mulligan. Albert Brooks, Christina 
Hendricks and Bryan Cranston. (100 min. R. 
Essex, Majestic Palace, Paramount Roxy. 
Stowe. Sunset) 

THE GUARD**** An FBI agent (Don 
Cheadle) reluctantly teams up with a corrupt 
local cop (Brendan Gleeson) to chase drug 

twist on the buddy movie. Written and 
directed by John Michael McDonagh. brother 
of playwright Martin. (96 min. R. Palace: 
ends 9/29) 

THE HELP**l/2 In 1960s Mississippi, a 
reporter (Emma Stone) joins forces with the 

in this adaptation of Kathryn Stocketts 
best-selling novel. With Viola Davis, Octavia 
Spencer, Bryce Oallas Howard and Sissy 
Spacek. Tate Taylor directed. (137min, PG-13. 
Big Picture. Bijou. Capitol. Essex. Majestic 
Palace, Stowe) 

I DON'T KNOW HOW SHE DOES m/2* 

Sarah Jessica Parker plays a working mom 
trying to balance her kids and high-powered 
career in this comedy from director Douglas 
(infamous) McGrath. With Greg Kinnear. 
Pierce Brosnan and Olivia Munn. (95 min, 
PG-13. Essex. Majestic. Palace, Roxy: ends 
9/29) 

THE KILLER ELITE** Jason Statham plays 
a former special-ops agent drawn back into 
the field in this action thriller. With Clive 
Owen and Robert De Niro. Gary McKendry 
wrote and directed. (100 min, R. Bijou. 
Capitol, Essex. Majestic. Palace, Roxy, Sunset 
Welden) 

LIFE IN A DAY*** Director Kevin 
Macdonald solicited video footage of a single 
July day from people al I over the world and 
collaged together this record of 24 hours on 
Planet Earth. (90 mm. PG-13. Savoy: ends 
9/29) 

THE LION KING (IN3D)**** Thel994 
Disney animation abouta cub's coming 
of age returns to theaters with an added 
dimension for a two-week run. (88 min. G. 
Capitol, Essex. Majestic. Marquis) 
MANHATTAN SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2011: 
Watch 10 shorts from around the world, then 
choose your favorite. This year, subjects 
range from "Sexting" (a mini-infidelity drama 
from director Neil LaBute. starring Julia 
Stiles) to bank robbery. (120 min, NR. Roxy) 

NOW PLAYING » P.79 



PALACE 9 CINEMAS 

Official Venue & Festival Partner 


FIREHOUSE GALLERY 


NORTH END STUDIOS 


ESSEX CINEMAS 


THE FLYNNSPACE 


VERMONT'S LONGEST RUNNING 

FILM FESTIVAL 


MORE VENUES' 


VERMONT FILMMAKERS' SHOWCASE! 


THEMES, THEMES, THEMES! 

Food, Freedom & Liberty, Borders & Displacement, 
Spotlight Films, Showcase of Egyptian Films, 

Shorts, Sleepless in Burlington Student Competition, 
and more! 

alace 9 Ajkk? «»«■>», sev en d ays ^ 

SUITES 

1 THE GRACE JONES RICHARDSON TRUST . 

533 VPR VCAM PS® vX 

L.^IY GOl Z cm C»Art>cMS Media 
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MOVIE CLIPS = 


MIDNIGHT IN PARIS* * ** An American 
screenwriter (Owen Wilson) vacationing 
in Paris discovers another side of the city 
after dark— namely, shades of its artistic 
past — in the latest from Woody Allen. With 
Rachel McAdams. Mahon Cotillard and Tom 
Hiddleston. (98 min. PG-13. Roxy) 
MONEYBALL**** Brad Pitt plays the 
Oakland As' general manager In this drama 
loosely based on Michael Lewis' bestseller 
about how to assembleawinnlng baseball 
team. With Jonah HiH Robin Wrightand 
Philip Seymour Hoffman. Bennett (Capote) 

Essex. Majestic Palace. Roxy) 

SPY KIDS: ALL THETIME IN THE WORLD IN 

AD* * in the fourth franchise entry, Jessica 
Alba plays a spy mommy whose intrepid 
tween offspring (Mason Cook and Rowan 
Blanchard) battle a villain who wants to 
•steal time. - With Joel McHale and Jeremy 
Piven. Robert Rodriguez, still not bored of 
these films, wrote and drected. (89 min. PG. 
Big Picture. Capitol. Essex. Majestic |3-D|) 

STRAW DOGS**l/2 Was it really necessary 
to remake the 1971 thriller about an Intel- 
lectual who rediscovers his manhood when 

home? Apparently. Rod ( Resurrecting the 
Champ ) Lurie directs. With James Marsden, 
Kate Bosworth and Alexander Skarsgard. 
(105 min. R. Capitol. Essex. Majestic: ends 
9/29) 


TABLOID: The latest from documentahan 
Errol Morris examines the'Case of the 
Manacled Mormon." an Incident that fixated 
British scandal sheets in the 1970s in which 
a beauty queen was accused of raping a 
missionary. (81 min. R. Roxy) 

WARRIOR** *1/2 7he Fighter in the world 
of Mixed Martial Arts, or just a festival of 

Hardy and Australian Joel Edgerton play 
two Pittsburgh brothers fighting for the 
same trophy. With Nick Nolte and Jennifer 
Morrison. Gavin O’Connor directed. (139 min, 
PG-13. Palace: ends 9/29) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

CARLOS: Edgar Ramirez plays International 
terrorist/playboy Xarlos the Jackal." who 
terrorized Europe In the 1970s, In this award- 
winning epic from director Olivier (Summer 
Hours) Assayas. (330 min. NR) 
TRANSFORMERS: DARK OF THE MOON* * 
The Autobots. Decepticons and Shia LaBeouf 
are back to do and survive more smashing 
in the third entry in thetoy-based franchise 
from director Michael Bay. With Hugo 
Weaving. Ken Jeong and Patrick Dempsey. 
(157 min. PG-13) 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


A PIECE OF THE ACTION Time, once 

again, for the version of our game in which we freeze an action- 
packed frame from a well-known film and extract a pivotal, puzzle- 
shaped piece from the picture. Your job, as always, is to come up 
with the name of the movie anyway... 




The influence of a mentor can profoundly affect a woman's 
ability to be successful as she works to rebuild her life. 


If you are a good listener, have an open mind and want to 
be a friend, we invite you to contact us to find out more 
about serving as a volunteer mentor. 



Call Pam at (802) 846-7164 
Mentor training begins 
October 5, 2011, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Burlington 


www.mercyconnections.org 



Broadway National Tour 

“My Fair Lady” 




a~ mapl M < uo> 

www.flynncenter.org 


86-flynn today! 



It’s time to buy a house! 

We can help you put the pieces together. 





ANDREW D. MIKELL. ESQ. 
STATE MANAGER 


‘ Vermont e , Attorneys 
Title (Corporation 


MEET THE EXPERTS: 


± Vermont <iAtomeys 

Title Qorporation presents « 

Home© 

Buying 

Seminar 

hosted by SEVEN DAYS 


sevendaysvt.com 


Thursday, October 6, 6-8 p.m. 
ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM & SCIENCE CENTER 


5:30 Check-In 

LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 



THE MORTGAGE 
TEAM FROM: 
Verx&nt Federal 




RSVPby: 

NOON, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
AT SEVENDAYSVT.CUM 
OR 865-1020 x37 






§ 




-THe K CWfcrUcies 


' mwwiflrtp me-Yo 

RllM^ONlCPMM 


«r»w»irs«*.wR 

Ml) uriuuhu 
TOY flLSo Hflp F«e» ttflMS ON 

W. <wu. fdn*H("imir 
ws “Q utootsBim 
A r^J bwkjm 
c «y<4-£/ -meunecuwi 
situs. 



flMM0MHWVC19 by TOM TOMORROW 





Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 



ii P AT from the secret files of 

KtU MtAI metaphysics for the mordant MO* 00^0 


TirtySEp^ki/ Q ©1011 

D£AA TiNY, 

IvE BttN LIVING BY NYsUF FOR n 
YEAtt. I'm HEADING OFF to 
UNIVERSITY WHERE lit Hflue 
RoOf'I'WE WHO i'v£ NEVER MET 
StfoRE. WHAT Should i ge 
PREPARED FOR? _ K/U£ 


You S HOULOUT hau£ r<3 
PREPARE ^ CM - 
LlTTLt 7HIH6S UK£ HAVING 
(.£55 PRIVACY. 



You pay WAV£ To ADJvsr 
To SHARING Fl SATHtoer i. 

csd 

S£€w MY Of TolcGT 

HoM£wo« k P fAp£fc A NO 
\ CW£ TW/NG 

\ LED To PiNOTHEe 

f 1' 

«WUTnftl Doer 

A HofcO Ciwipto THATS Jl/ST 

OUT IN out SCA&ftY. 

KlTtHtN AND H£i ca0 £.. 

USING PIY LffToP? / 

I TH'NK Y<5L»U ADAPT To 
having a Roommate just 

fine, i'm sur.£ Your 
m£w Roomie is /uervovt 

A&OOT PIEETIWG roi/ TOO 

' 

y 


You* N£v Roommate 
luTeodvce You To Pfopct 
yfoU OTHERWISE WoVEOn't 
f*ttT ow Your. O**'. 

v 9 



^t?' G)TlMY?efy^t» (f)TlUY5£Py^«s>HOTMA/£..COM 


Tipj Ysepwku.coivi 


MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.25) NEWS QUIRKS (P.81) & FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.81) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-5) & CALCOKU & SUOOKU (P.C-7) 


BCD 





■ a rnxm 



SEPTEMBER ZM.20II 





WIN 

a 12-PRCK of 

TICKETS+ 

VIP RECESS 

FOR V0U& VDUR 

BHND DF BUDS! 


REGISTER BV 

10/21 

RT... 


NECTAR’S 
CITV MHRKET 
PERRL STREET 
BEVERAGE 





SEVEN DAYS 


pERSoNKiS 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



W5MEM Aegk&^MEM 


SMALL TOWN GIRL, BIG DREAMS 






meet! gb860902. 25 Q >121858 


COMPASSIONATE, HONEST ANO KIND 



alongsplendldly. I am looking lor male 






REAL- HONEST. FUN © 

I am just a down to earth girl who has 
Been In her fair share of unsuccessful 
relationships. I like to haw fun and try 
newthlngs. I'm loud and Independent 

Out I feel as II my emotions ore generally 


SPARKLING WIT, DOWN TO EARTH 




VERMONT NEWBIE LOOKING FOR 
ADVENTURE 

fm an outgoing girl who Is 
pretty much up for anything. 

Imjan 31 8,0. >122077 


COLD IN THE KINGDOM 

Single female looking for someone 



ncklngdomgirl 410 >122072 


W5MEN ^ W51VEN 

HEART, HANDS AND MORE 

listening |ust love. Am healthy fit 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
Allthe action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 

this person online. 
^3* Hear this person's 

NoT 61M THi 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4556 



Grid myself most content If you'd like 






MEM aeeki... WSMEIM 

FUNNY. PASSIONATE AND STRONG 




MEM Aeek^WolVIEN 

I LOVE AUTUMN 

and it would be great to share it with someone. I’m a self- 
sufficient professional with long, blonde hair and a nose 
ring. I'm a bit quiet and I tend to listen more than talk. I'd 
like to meet someone curious about the world who doesnt 
believe in pseudo-science. Someone engaged in the life of 
both the body and mind, barkamedes. 41.0. 0111191 


FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Although it has caused me 
to come close to being run out of town, I have contempt 
for pseudo-science and sloppy thinking, as in astrology or 
homeopathy or crystals or gods, and so on. I guess I'm OK 
with snake handlers though, mostly because Moe Szyslak 





SpERSoMUS 










HELLO CAT 






BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 


properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


VTGREEN BUILDER 

You build? I build. You seem outgoing 

Extra hand on site? When: Wednesday. 
September 21. 2011. Where: Two 2 
Tango. Ybu: Man. Me; Woman. >909501 


SHELBURE RD. MINI COOPER BEAUTY 

on RL 7 September 20th. You: Driving a 






September 3. 2011. Where: Budington. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. >909494 


JESSICA. LETS MEET FOR COFFEE 



When: Thursday. September 8. 2011. 
Where: East Montpelier hardware. 
You: Woman. Me Man. 1)909493 


RED-HEADED HENRY 

around town. Just thought Td let you 

You: Man Me Woman >909491 





MAKING OUT IN THE CORNER 









Hm, 

My husband is an avid gardener, and I've reaped 
many benefits from his bountiful harvests over 
the years. This summer, he expressed interest in 
me getting my vegetables in a new way; rather 
than preparing meals with his veggies, he wants 
to use them on me sexually. We have always had 
a wonderful sex life (we've been together over 
15 years and still make love regularly). I want 
nothing more than to please him, but I'm a little 
concerned about the safety of using vegetables — is 
thoroughly cleaning cucumbers and carrots enough 
before using them on me? 



Mrs. McGregor 



Kudos to you and your farmer! It’s not always easy 
to keep a sex life interesting after 15 years, but it 
sounds like you've found ways to keep things spicy 
—just be careful things don't get too spicy, in the 
literal sense. When it comes to using produce in 
the bedroom, make sure to weed out any irritants; 
ginger, mint and various other herbs grown in 
the garden can aggravatethe sensitive tissueof 
the vulva or anus. (Unless you're into that kind of 
thing— in which case. Google'how to use gingerfor 
sexual play.') 

If done thoughtfully and safely, inserting 
vegetables into your openings can be as satisfying 
as eating them. The first order of business is 
choosing the best piece of produce for the job. 
When possible, choose a veggie that has grown 
a natural base. Most dildos are created with one 
wide end to ensure they don't get lost in the body 
— I would hate to see you rushed to the ER with a 
zucchini stuck where the sun don’t shine. If none 
of your garden's spoils has a natural base, choose 
one that's large enough not to be lost (but not so 
large that it's uncomfortable). Just as you do before 
eating them, wash your veggies thoroughly before 
play to remove any excess dirt (or pesticides that 
may be lingering on store-bought items). Even 
though you washed it, still use a condom to cover 
the implement before inserting. The condom will 
protect you should the vegetable snap during 
vigorous play, and it will help smooth any rough 
edges for easy insertion. And, please, don't forget 
the lube! 






Positive ID Required. 18+ Only 


WWW.GOODSTUFFSTORES.COM 


i ■ « 


Say goodbye to 
tightywhiteys 




STUff 


Get BOTH! 

OUR 

FAVORITE 

PL LOVE 

m POTIONS! 

Jgotshishap 

W HOOKAH SMOKING 
i SECRETS REVEALED 


1 ON A BUDGET! 

St. Albans Super Store: 

, 192 Federal St. 524-6607 

Waterbury Resort Store: 

3595Waterbury/StoweRd. 244-0800 

Burlington Headquarters: 

21 Church St. 658-6520 
Newport, NH (Tax-Free): 
51 John Stark Hwy. (603) 863-7004 



